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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE ROYAL FINE ART COMMISSION, in their annual 
report, state that in London “* too many projected new buildings 
are quite unworthy of a great capital . . . what matters is 
architectural quality and an overall policy . . . that will avoid 
the evils of piecemeal development.” p. 787 


THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the RIBA have 
passed a resolution instructing the Council to reconsider their 
decisions on the representation of salaried architects (as set 
out in the Council’s letter of January 4 last following the 
RIBA’s questionnaire on this subject) and to “bring forward 
fresh and definite proposals in line with the majority opinion of 
those who replied to the questionnaire.” p. 790 


A SPEAKER AT THE TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE’S 
spring meeting has protested at the difficulties and delays 
which hinder the development of building sites by private 
owners in the City of London and elsewhere. p. 798 


THE LCC ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE have reported 
on the submission of identical tenders by ten firms in connection 
with the steelwork for the County Hall extensions. p. 810 





THE RFAC REPORT 


= (THE cost of the Commission (salaries and expenses) 

for the year 1954-55 was £3,486 18s. 6d.” This will 
probably be regarded by many as not the least significant 
item in The Thirteenth Report of the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission, 1954, recently published by HMSO, price 6d. net. 
It is, no doubt, an excellent thing for the country that 
distinguished architects, engineers, critics and others 
should be willing to give their valuable time to the con- 
sideration of the aesthetic affairs of the nation, but whether 
the running of an important advisory institution such as 
the RFAC at an annual cost of a pair of council cottages 
is a real economy is far less certain. 

First, as to the Report itself. This consists of ten octavo 
pages, including 44 pages devoted to title page, the names 
of the Commissioners, contents, the Stationery Office 
imprint and blank spaces. There are 12 paragraphs of 
comment (about 1,500 words in all) and an appendix giving 
a list of matters considered by the Commission, grouped 
under the headings of Planning and Amenities, Building 
and Amenities, Churches, Civil Buildings, and Services. 
Some of these may not need any special comment, but 
one would have thought that somewhat more than 19 of 
the 150 or so matters considered by the Commission would 
deserve a word or two in the general report—such, for 
example, as public-house signs, Garrick’s Villa, St. James’s, 
Piccadilly, Crosby Hall, The Times offices, the New 
Colonial Offices, and several others. Comment, indeed, is 
of the most meagre kind. One of the major problems of 
our time, the reconstruction of the City of London, is 
dealt with in a paragraph of fewer than 200 words. The 
report, indeed, appears pitiful in comparison, for example, 
with that of the Pilgrim Trust, which is comprehensive, 
informative, well written, well iliustrated and beautifully 
produced; a Royal Commission ought, surely, to do as well 
We do not doubt for a moment that 


the Commission is quietly doing most valuable work, but it 
does leave itself open to the charge of hiding its light under 
a bushel—an admirable virtue in the private individual, 
perhaps, but not so in the case of a national institution 
concerned with things prominently in the public view. 

It can be argued, of course, that the RFAC is only a 
consultative body and that it can do more good by stealth 
than by bringing controversial projects into the open. That 
may be so in some cases, but not, we should think, in many. 
We appreciate the inherent difficulties of a body such as 
the RFAC reflecting, as it does, almost every shade of 
aesthetic conviction, from the extreme left to the extreme 
right, and that it may sometimes be politic to conceal 
differences of opinion behind a fagade of apparent 
unanimity or even of silence. But it cannot be doubted 
that the reports would be livelier and of greater public 
interest if they had more of pro and con in them, with, if 
necessary, an indication of minority views where such 
exist. 

We are not alone, we believe, in wishing that the Com- 
mission could publish fuller accounts of its proceedings. 
Matters of special interest such as the replanning and 
rebuilding of the City might be dealt with in considerable 
detail. Here words are not enough to convey the com- 
plexity of the problem presented; plans and perspective 
views would be necessary and these cost money. We are 
surprised that so little should have been done to keep the 
public in touch with what is happening in the City, but 
that is less the fault of the RFAC than of the City 
Corporation. 

What we have said is not a criticism of the Commission 
or its administrative staff, but only of official parsimony 
and of what may be called the public relations aspect. 
The astonishing thing is that the Commission functions as 
it does at the absurd cost of less than £4,000 a year. If 
this amount were to be multiplied by ten it would still be 
a modest charge in relation to the public benefit. 
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COMPETITION 
National Bank of Iraq, Baghdad 


HE assessors in the limited competition for a proposed 
new Central Bank for the National Bank of Iraq, at 
Baghdad—Otto Bartning (Germany), Cecil Howitt, FRIBA 
(England) and Sune Lindstrom (Sweden)—have made their 
award to the Governor-General of the Bank as follows :— 
“May we in, the first place congratulate you on your 
idea to have a European competition of leading architects, 
and it is to us as assessors certainly fully justified. The 
results and designs give so many clever solutions and variety 
of ideas, to your problems. 


“We have examined all the plans and technical points, 
and we three are all of the same opinion that the author 
of design No. 9 [Professor William Dunkel, of Zurich] gives 
the best solution from which to develop the final project 
and with the quality of detail the best architect for you 
to appoint. A special word of congratulation we feel should 
be given to the authors of designs Nos. 5, 7, 10 and 11. 

“It is, therefore, for you to now instruct the winning 


architect your final ideas and special wishes. It will be a 
brilliant building with an expression of strength, security 





and dignity.” 


Numbered designs were submitted as follows: 
1.—Gordon Tait, FRIBA (Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners), 


London; 2.—D. Roosenburg, The Hague, Holland; 3. 
Paris; 4.—Giovanni Ponti, Milan; 


Pierre Vago, 





5.—Messrs. Celsing and Tesch, 


Stockholm; 6.—Alcvar Aalto, Helsinki; 7.—Palle Suenson and ved 


Kunstakademiet, Copenhagen: 8. 
Dunkel, Technische Hochschule, 





Henri Lacoste, Brussels; 9.—William 
Zurich, Switzerland; 10.—Werner 


March, Neidenburger—Allee, 25, Germany; and 11.—Sep Ruf, Munich, 


Germany. 


Each competitor is being paid a premium of £500. Photo- 
graphs of all designs will be sent to each competitor as the 
usual exhibition of designs is impracticable. 


KEY 


GROUND FLOOR (in direct con- 
nection with upper-ground floor) 


Entrance Part 

1 Entrance by three _ rotating 
doors. 

2 Entrance for private cars with 
parking space for two cars. 
3 Car-drivers’ room. 

4 Entrance hall and private un- 
loading space. 

5 Small room for porters’ 
inquiry. 

6 Small room for armed guard 
7 Public telephone boxes. 

8 Two lifts to Governor’s floor. 
9 Main hall with counters. 


Exchange control 

10 Five counters. 

11 Thirty general staff desks. 

12 Eight glazed cubicles. 

13 Director, assistant director and 
two special secretaries. 

14 Disposable. 

15 Two small waiting rooms. 


Issues 

16 Two counters. 

17 Ten general staff desks. 

18 One glazed cubicle. 

19 Director and assistant director. 


Banking 

20 Seven counters (and two future 
extensions). 

21 Twenty-six general staff desks. 

22 Typists’ room for three per- 
sons. 

23 Filing room. 

24 Disposable. 


TO PLANS 


25 Staff entrance by two rotating 
doors. 

26 Control office. 

27 Car lift to bullion yard. 

28 Staircase and lifts to basement 
and upper floors (one used as 
service lift to kitchen). 

29 Entrance interior lift and stair- 
case to security space and strong 
room. 

30 Interior lifts and staircase to 
basement and upper floors. 

W= Wardrobe. 


L=Lifts. 
CH=Chimney and ventilation 
vent. 


C=Cleaners’ rooms. 


THIRD UPPER FLOOR 
Provident Club 


1 Committee room. 


Governor-General’s Suite and 
Higher Control 


2 Three rooms for Board chair- 
man, Board secretary and legal 
adviser. 


3 Waiting rooms. 

4 Committee room. 

5 Three rooms for Secretariat. 
6 Deputy-Secretary’s room. 

7 Governor-General’s secretary. 
8 Governor-General’s room. 

9 Board room. 

10 Ante room. 


Controller of Banks 

11 Two private offices. 
12 General office area. 
13 Two glazed cubicles. 
14 Future extension. 

1S Disposable. 
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North elevation. 
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North elevation and third-upper-floor plan. 














Ground-floor plan. 
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Notes of the Week 


AMERICAN HONOUR FOR PRIBA 


A NEW bond of friendship has been 
7 created between the RIBA and the 
American Institute of Architects. The 
AIA have elected Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, 
PRIBA, an honorary’ corresponding 
member of their Institute and Mr. C. D. 
Spragg, CBE, Secretary, RIBA, an hon. 
member. They were invited to the annual 
convention of the AIA held this year in 
Minneapolis, to be presented with certi- 
ficates of membership, but both have had 
to decline owing to pressure of work. 
The invitation to the President was 
extended to Mrs. Aslin. 

Mr. Spragg’s certificate has now 
reached this country and was presented to 
him on April 28 at a luncheon held at 
the Savoy Hotel. President Claire W. 
Ditchy had requested the treasurer of the 
American Institute, Mr. Leon Chatelain 
(junior), who is on a visit to this country, 
to make the presentation. At the 
luncheon were Mrs. Chatelain, Mr. 
Davies, lawyer to the American Institute, 
and Mrs. Davies, Mr. C. H. Aslin, Mr. 
E. D. Jefferiss Mathews and Mr. S. Row- 
land Pierce, vice-presidents RIBA, and 
Mrs. E. Fidler. Mr. Spragg’s sister. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION 


THE FIRST of a new series of exhibi- 
tions organised by the Royal Photo- 
graphic Society can now be seen at the 
Society’s headquarters, 16, Princes Gate, 
SW7. It deals with architectural, com- 
mercial and industrial photography, in 
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COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, MAY 13 
INSTITUTE OF BRITISH PHOTOGRAPHERS.—Photo- 
graphic exhibition. RBA Gallery, Suffolk-street, 
SWI. Continuing open until June 7. 
MONDAY, MAY 16 
LMBA.—Luncheon to meet the Lord Mayor of 
London (Ald. Sir Seymour Howard), Savoy Hotel. 
1 p.m. 


EcCLESIOLOGICAL_ Society.—** Santiago de Compos- 
tella,”’ by Mr. F. Darwin Fox. 2, Bloomsbury- 
square, WCl. 6.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, MAY 17 
RIBA.—‘* Conditions of Building in City Centres,’’ 
by Professor Sir William Holford, FRIBA, MTPI. 
65, Portland-place, Wl. 6 p.m. 


THURSDAY, MAY 19 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. — “‘‘ Looking at 
Africa,’’ joint talk by Mr. Peter Kenyon, MA, 
AMICE, and Mr. Ian M. Leslie, OBE, JP, Hon. 
ARIBA. 34, Bedford-square, WCl. 8 p.m. 

TOWN PLANNING INsTITUTE.—** Design and Layout 
of Roads,’’ by Major R. A. B. Smith, AMICE. 12. 
Great George-street, SWI. 5 p.m. 


FRIDAY, MAY 20 
INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS AND 
SURVEYORS (LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH).— 
Members only luncheon followed by talk on ** Arbi- 
tration,’’ by Mr. J. R. W. Alexander, CBE, FCIS. 


Connaught Rooms, Great Queen-street, WC2. 
| p.m. 
GuILD oF Surveyors.—‘‘ Use of Emulsions, Water 


Paints and Alkyds.’’ by Mr. G. D. Butler. Building 
Centre, Store-street, Tottenham Court-road, WC1. 
7 p.m. 








monochrome and colour. The standard 
of the work shown (as one would expect, 
of course) is of the very highest. 
Altogether there are 260 prints and trans- 
parencies, submitted by 80 workers. 
These provide an excellent display, 
although, as one of the vice-presidents 
of the Society pointed out, the number 
of entries was not as large as it might 
have been. 
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Ecclesiastical subjects predominate in 
the architectural section and, for reasons 
which only a_ photographer could 
properly explain, modern architecture is 
but thinly represented. Perhaps of the 
more obvious reasons is that the intricate 
detail which is characteristic of many 
earlier architectural styles, offers a 
greater challenge to the skill of the 
cameraman than do the sharp, stark lines 
of so many contemporary buildings. 

It is not fair to generalise too much on 
this point, however, because the photo- 
graphs of new buildings which have 
found their way into this exhibition are 
very fine studies indeed. The stereo- 
scopic views are most interesting. 

In opening the exhibition on May 3. 
Mr. NIGEL BircH, Minister of Works, 
uplifted the hearts of the photographers 
present by expressing the view that 
although photography was becoming 
more and more an essential part of indus- 
trial processes, it still remained an art. 
He saw no reason why the scientist’s 
vision should not be one of beauty. 
Referring to the application of photo- 
graphy to architecture, he said that had 
it existed at the time of the Byzantine 
period, that style of architecture would 
surely have come to this country much 
sooner than it did. And to-day, because 
of photography, we all knew what New 
York looks like. 

In his Department, said Mr. Birch, 
they made use of photographs in spread- 
ing knowledge of new building tech- 
niques and the results of research. 

The exhibition remains open until 
May 27. 








BIF DECORATIVE FEATURES AT BIRMINGHAM.—This year for the first time street decorative features have been erected 


by Birmingham City Council to focus public interest on the Castle Bromwich section of the British Industries Fair. 


All the features 


carry standard Fair posters and are coloured in mustard, royal red, ocean blue and mist grey to match these posters. The supports 
and frames are in white. Type “ D” (left), used on major gyratory island sites, prevents any obstruction to motorists’ vision by 
having its display mounted in box form 9 ft. above the ground on a single 21 ft. stanchion surmounted by the Fair’s symbol—two 
meshed cogs. The effect aimed at is similar to a Roman fasces. Type “ B” feature (centre) is used on kerbside situations and consists 
of a timber frame with open panels at the top and lower closed panels alternately recessed and flush. The whole is supported on three 
welded stanchions, each built up with four tubes. The third type (right), built round an existing clock, is semi-mobile and has the 
letters “ BIF” and the posters suspended round the clock column on white ropes, secured to two horizontal cogs. The lower cog is 
free and the upper is freely secured by cables passed round the clock itself. All three features were designed by the City Architect, 
Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, MA, FRIBA, AMTPI, with the assistance of Messrs. E. G. Thomson, ARIBA, E. W. Harvey, ARIBA, 
and C. S. Rowberry, ARIBA, of the Birmingham City Architect's Department. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


SCENE IN A GLASS, DARKLY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—As my copy of The Builder for 

May 13, 2055, lay unopened on my 
desk, I had no inkling of the tremendous 
revolution in architecture which was to 
meet my startled gaze when I opened it. 
For a century or more, architects had 
followed without question the traditional, 
and now. outmoded constructional 
methods of le Corbusier and others, 
building single- or multi-storey premises 
consisting of a steel framework upon 
which square miles of glass or asbestos 
sheet had been hung. 

As more and more glass and asbestos 
was used, heating costs rose higher and 
higher, and since the amount of coal 
mined had become less and less and its 
price, together with that of imported fuel 
oil, had increased more and more, the 
economic position of the country was 
becoming precarious. It was true that 
electricity produced by atomic piles had 
largely replaced the more crude fuels, but 
its cost per unit was still as high as that 
derived from the few remaining coal-fired 
generating plants. 

Apart from that, the blast from one 
experimental atomic explosion, which 
had unfortunately turned out to be 
larger than estimated, had shattered the 
glass cladding on buildings for a hundred 
square miles around, and it would be at 
least twelve months before the shivering 
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** As a member of the Fine 
Art Commission, Herbert, 
I expect you to adopt a 
proper attitude towards this 
new-fangled stuff |” 
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occupants, now shielded from public 
gaze by temporary plaster board cover- 
ings, would be able to resume their 
spindly growth within their human green- 
houses. 

This then, was the background against 
which the architect to the Bertyshire County 
Council had come forward with his revo- 
lutionary idea. “ Why not” he said, “ place 
all the class-rooms of a school within four 
heat-insulated outside brick walls? If such 
schools were also to be several storeys high 
and the roof well insulated, there would be 
heat lost in each room from one outside 
wall only. Heat losses, and therefore fuel 
consumption, could be reduced to one-third 
of its present value. Windows on outside 
walls could be double glazed, or done away 
with altogether, the new sunray light 
lamps fully simulating natural sunlight.” 

Few realised what a tremendous effect 
this new conception of building construction 
was to have upon the community at large. 
It was at least 20 years since the last brick- 
layer had died, and although there were 
still one or two cultural communities in 
Chelsea where modern sculptors fired their 
own red bricks and built them into futuristic 
art conceptions, no one knew how to deal 
with the making or laying of bricks en 
masse. 

Then, of course, there was the problem 
of the glass industry. For years there had 
been a plate glass works in every town of 
any size, and the unemployment problem 
which would be created if this new idea 
were to be adopted would undoubtedly be 
immense, and might well result in the down- 
fall of the Government. Again, the heating 
trade and its equipment manufacturers 
would find themselves handling and _ in- 
stalling only about one-third of their former 
business, and unemployment would surely 
affect this trade also. 

The venerable President of the RIBA had 
been called in by the Prime Minister to 
advise upon the delicate dilemma in which 
his Government found itself, and it was 
reported that the President had in fact 
dimly remembered in his early days as an 
articled pupil seeing drawings of curious- 
looking schools erected in a somewhat 
similar way, in which the heating fuel used 
per place had been at least one-half of what 
it was with the traditional methods of con- 
struction. 

At that moment, a car backfired loudly 
outside my green-office, and I awoke with 
a start from my day-dream fantasy to re- 
sume the estimation of heat losses from a 
series of single storey glass boxes with open 
sides, in which it was intended to educate 
a new generation of “tender plants.” 

GREENHOUSE 


FIREPLACE INSTALLATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—I have read with interest, the 
announcement in your issue of 
April 29, that Manchester Corporation 
has introduced a new bye-law controlling 
the installation of new fireplaces includ- 
ing the installation of modern fireplaces 
in old houses. I entirely agree that this 
is a most important matter, and in view 
of the fire hazard, should be brought to 
the notice of all concerned with the in- 
stallation of fireplaces. 
Being a municipal building surveyor, I 
am therefore pleased to see the announce- 
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ment in your newspaper, but feel it 
should be made clear that this new bye- 
law is not confined to Manchester, as 
in fact it is one included in the Mini- 
stry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment’s Model Bye-laws—Series IV 
Buildings (1953 Edition). As the bye- 
laws of all local authorities through- 
out the country are based on this 
series, I have little doubt that practically 
all such authorities in England and 
Wales now have this particular require- 
ment included in their current bye-laws, 

Appropriate publicity and the enforce- 
ment of this new bye-law throughout the 
country, would I am sure, greatly reduce 
the number of fires caused through 
badly installed fireplaces, particularly in 
cases of replacement in the older types 
of property. 

W. M. Jones [FIAS, ARSanl]] 
Bassett, Southampton. 


“ DISCOVERY AT THE 
MONUMENT ” 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—As the sole surviving member of 

Claridges Patent Asphalte Co., Ltd. 
it is of great interest to read in your 
issue of April 22 of the discovery of the 
document placed in the Monument by 
some of the old workmen. It is almost 
as interesting as the discovery by Mr. 
Claridge of rock asphalt, the uses that 
it could be put to in 1835, and the suc- 
cess that followed the company formed 
by him in 1838 consisting of one-half 
French and one-half British shareholders, 
with the annual meetings held alternately 
in Paris and London. On, and in, many 
famous buildings the company’s asphalt 
work can still be seen, including the roofs 
of the Tower of London. 

When the company went into liquida- 
tion in 1917, a “Blake” was office 
messenger, with over 50 years’ service, 
and a circular in my possession shows his 
brother laying the stable floors at Euston 
wearing a bowler hat. 

L. J. ELLISon. 

113, Mackenzie-road, Beckenham. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


SPECIFICATIONS IN DETAIL. By Frank W. 
Macey. Sth Ed. Revised by D. Brooke and 
Stanley Wilkinson. (London: The Tech- 
nical Press, Ltd.) Price 70s. 

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION: THE VILLAGE 
Hatt (London: The National Council of 
Social Service.) Price 3s. 

HUTCHIN’s PRICED SCHEDULES. 11th Ed. 
(London: G. H. Lake and Co., Ltd.) Price 
70s. 

LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
HanpsBook, 1955. Price 7s. 6d. 

APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PAYMENTS. 
By A. E. Telling and F. H. B. Layfield. 
(London: Butterworth and Co. (Publishers), 
Ltd.) Price 38s. 6d. 

«x Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “‘The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash _ (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


NEW ADDRESS 

The Central Council for the Care of 
Churches have moved to Fulham Palace, 
London, SW6 (tel.: Renown 5163). 





recen 
an in 
have 
repor 
folloy 
Lo 
build 
capit 
out t 
for al 
too |, 
tion 
Com! 
authe 
for e) 
Barbi 
are 
secon 
tural 
recart 
avoid 
On ne 
the m 
espec 
whict 
have 
decisi 
consi 
high | 
offere 
Ha 
sideri 
point 
housi 
garet’ 
recon 
appoi 
and 
dama 
revie\ 
Coun 
heigh’ 
comp: 
Comr 
even 
tion ¢ 
best i 
fitting 
most | 
Tw 
Myne 
Oxfor 
missic 
agreec 
provir 
Stre 
places 
dingte 
Ely he 
missio 
the d 
brack« 
of the 
The C 
advice 
Civil 
bridge 
“Pe 
class ¢ 
time i 
tinues. 
churcl 
interes 
in po 
damag 


13 1955 


t feel it 
new bye- 
lester, as 
he Mini- 
Govern- 
ries IV 
the bye- 
through- 
on this 
ractically 
and and 
require- 
bye-laws. 
enforce- 
shout the 
ly reduce 
through 
ularly in 
jer types 


San] ] 


E 


ilder 


ember of 
30; Ltd. 
in your 
ry of the 
ment by 
is almost 
by Mr. 
uses that 
the suc- 
y formed 
one-half 
‘eholders, 
iternately 
in, many 
s asphalt 
the roofs 


y liquida- 
as office 
’ service, 
shows his 
at Euston 


LLISON. 
ham. 


Frank W. 
-ooke and 
The Tech- 


E VILLAGE 
Youncil of 


1ith Ed. 
td.) Price 


SSOCIATION 


>AYMENTS. 
Layfield. 
ublishers), 


columns 

n to the 
Catherine- 
1 = (which 
stage and 
rder, 


Care of 
m Palace, 


le 





May 13 1955 


RFAC ANNUAL REPORT 


Some Trenchant Criticisms 


THE 13th annual report of the Royal 

Fine Art Commission, published 
recently (Stationery Office, 6d.), lists 
an impressive number of subjects which 
have come before it during 1954. The 
report comments, among others, on the 
following : 

London: “Too many projected new 
buildings are quite unworthy of a great 
capital. In our last report ... we pointed 
out that if the Commission were asked 
for an opinion at all, it was usually asked 
too late. Procedure for early consulta- 
tion has now been improved and the 
Commission is discussing with the 
authorities some of the broader issues, 
for example the future of the Aldersgate- 
Barbican area, before individual projects 
are settled. Questions of style are 
secondary. What matters is architec- 
tural quality and an overall policy with 
regard to layout and massing that will 
avoid the evils of piecemeal development. 
On neither of these points is it possible at 
the moment to feel anything but concern, 
especially when one realises the extent to 
which proposals by the city’s consultants 
have already been abandoned; if major 
decisions continue to be based only on 
considerations of lettable floor space, the 
high hopes and magnificent opportunities 
offered after the war will have been lost.” 

Harwich, where the Borough is con- 
sidering the Commission’s advice to ap- 
point an independent architect for 
housing in the central area; and St. Mar- 
garet’s Bay, where on the Commission’s 
recommendation a consultant has been 
appointed to help provide a consistent 
and attractive layout for this war- 
damaged area, have also come under 
review. Of Dover, where the County 
Council has insisted on a reduction in 
height and improvement in detail of the 
competition flats on the sea front, the 
Commission “ still believes, however, that 
even in its amended form the construc- 
tion of such a block would not be in the 
best interests of Dover nor would it be a 
fitting adornment to one of the nation’s 
most celebrated gateways.” 

Two Air Ministry projects, at West 
Myne in Devon and Kingston Wood in 
Oxfordshire, have come under the Com- 
mission’s review and the Ministry has 
agreed to minimise the damage by im- 
proving the designs and layouts in detail. 

Street lighting on trunk roads and in 
places such as “ Little Venice” in Pad- 
dington and at Whittlesea in the Isle of 
Ely has received attention, and the Com- 
mission “ welcomes the improvement in 
the design of concrete columns and 
brackets that has resulted from the work 
of the Cocuncil of Industrial Design.” 
The Commission has also continued its 
advice to the Ministry of Transport and 
Civil Aviation on the design of new 
bridges. 

“Perhaps the most seriously threatened 
class of ancient monuments at the present 
time is the churches,” the report con- 
tinues. “Not only are war-damaged 
churches of architectural and _ historic 
interest—St. Agnes, Kennington, is a case 
in point—not ‘being restored, but un- 
damaged churches such as Holy Trinity, 
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From the RA Exhibition. 


STATE HOUSE, LONDON, WC1. Trehearne and Norman, Preston and Ptnrs., Architects. 
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CHIEF OFFICE OF SUN LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY, CHEAPSIDE, EC. 
W. Curtis Green, RA, Son and Lloyd, Architects. 
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Leeds, are threatened with demolition, 
all on the grounds of redundancy or the 
high cost of upkeep.” But the Commis- 
sion notes with satisfaction that Bristol 
has agreed to care for the two medieval 
towers of St. Peter and St. Mary-le-Port, 
which are to be incorporated into the 
proposed civic centre. 


LONDON AIR TERMINAL 
Transport Minister's Statement 
HE decision to construct a permanent 
central airways terminal for London 
near Gloucester-road underground station, 
was referred to by Mr. BoypD-CARPENTER, 
Minister of Transport, in a written reply in 
the House of Commons on May 5. 

The Minister said that the committee 
formed last year to make recommendations 
about the site for a terminal for use by 
all airlines, after considering a number of 
sites and projects, some of which were 
brought to their attention by private in- 
terests, unanimously recommended that the 
best site was an open triangular site on the 


Cromwell-road near to Gloucester-road 
station formed by the convergence of the 
District and Inner Circle railways. 

He had accepted the committee’s recom- 
mendation, and the London Transport Exe- 
cutive had agreed to lease the site for that 
purpose. It was proposed to construct a 
deck over the railway lines on which the 
terminal building and coach station would 
be erected. The design of the decking would 
be done by the LTE. The project would be 
financed and developed by the airlines. 

The London County Council as planning 
authority would regard such a use of the 
site as acceptable, but there would later be 
a formal applicaton for planning consent 
when details had been formulated. 

It is understood that the design of the 
decking over the railway will be carried out 
under the supervision of Mr. C. E. Dunton, 
MICE, chief civil engineer to LTE. Talks 
are due to take place shortly between the 
airlines. and others concerned in the project 
prior to the appointment of an architect to 
design the building. 
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African Housing in Southern Rhodesia 
AN INVESTIGATION INTO ECONOMICS 


THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE, based on recent research during a visit to the 
Rhodesias, has been written by Mr. Peter Kenyon, MA, AMICE. Mr. Kenyon 
and Mr. Ian M. Leslie will be speaking on their African experiences at the 


Architectural Association on May 19. 


RHODESIA, in common with practi- 

cally every country, has a vast and 
complex housing problem. It differs, 
however, very greatly from the problems 
we face in the UK, and many of our 
ideas have to be fundamentally altered 
in contemplating their difficulties; in fact, 
perhaps the only thing they have in com- 
mon with us is the magnitude of the pro- 
gramme and the need for building the 
greatest number of houses at the least 
cost and in the least time. 

Accommodation for Africans can be 
divided quite naturally into two classes— 
(i) those who live and work in rural areas 
or in reserves where they build their own 
houses of the traditional pole and daaga 
type, or on farms where brick cottages 
are built; and (ii) those who work in 
urban areas and have to be housed in the 
native townships adjacent to them. The 
first class presents little problem to the 
administration and it is the second cate- 
gory with which this article deals. 

In considering African housing one 
must realise the problem which is created 
by the mentality of the average African. 
From the point of view of his landlord 
the average African is, when considered 
in the light of common law practice, a far 
from satisfactory tenant. He is a pro- 
duct of a social system which has very 
little knowledge of the ownership of land. 
His normal home is a pole and daaga 
hut in a rural area. It is only recently 
that he has started to become urbanised, 
although many of those who work in 
urban areas are, in fact, largely migrant. 
In Salisbury alone, it is estimated that 
over 8,000 natives a month are frequent- 
ing the city in search of employment or 
are moving from one employer to 
another, and this is out of a total of 
80,000 natives. 

In June, 1954, again in Salisbury, the 
tenants of the council’s native residential 
areas totalled 23,500, of whom 5,000 were 
heads of families and 18,500 were single. 
The problem of housing in urban areas 





Typical pole and daaga housing. 


is a double one, therefore, of housing 
not ony families but also single men. 

In recent years articulate Africans have 
been appealing to the _ responsible 
authorities for the introduction of 
schemes under which urban natives may 
obtain a greater degree of security of 
land tenure, particularly in urban areas, 
and many have postulated their past 
inability to achieve this as being the most 
irksome disability under which their 
people live. One must feel great sym- 
pathy with this point of view, but at the 
same time it must be realised that this 
class is not as numerous as some people 
would have one believe. 

In Southern Rhodesia as a whole, in 
the eight years up to December, 1953, 
the total housing built was 12,401 mar- 
ried units and 55,517 single units. In 
spite of this, in December, 1954, the 
shortage of native housing in urban areas 
was 18,145 single units and 9,855 married 
units. 

One may well be surprised at the 
larger number of single units built. The 
reason is twofold. First, as mentioned 
before, the African normally is migrant. 
He comes out of his reserve for a year or 
two and saves a predetermined sum of 
money, after which he returns to his 
reserve. He does not want his wife to 
come, for she remains to look after his 
land. The second reason is a financial 
one: in Southern Rhodesia the employer 
pays the municipality the rent for his 
native workers’ housing. To prevent dis- 
crimination against the married worker, 
the same rent is charged for a single man 
as for a married man, although the single 
man is housed in a dormitory and the 
married man is given a house. The rent 
charged is £1 a month and this is only 
economic for the single man’s quarters. 
The economy of the country, with its 
extremely small European population, 
rules out almost completely any ideas of 
either State or rate subsidy such as is 
common in the United Kingdom and 
which is also prac- 
tised in both South 
Africa and the Bel- 
gian Congo. 

In this connec- 
tion it is interesting 
to note that at 
Elizabethville in the 
Belgian Congo, 
their housing 
scheme for natives 
— amounting to 
some 8,000 houses— 
is subsidised to the 
extent that the 
Government pay 4 
per cent. on the 
loans, and on top of 
this pay for all the 
services. 

In Salisbury the 
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Bachelor quarters, African township, Salis- 
bury, S. Rhodesia. 


bachelor quarters for the most part con- 
sist of three-storeyed blocks of dormi- 
tories built in permanent construction 
with rendered walls, concrete floors and 
asbestos roofs. Each floor is divided 
into a number of cubicles, each of which 
houses four or five. On each floor is a 
large communal kitchen where the Afri- 
cans cook for themselves (they usually 
appoint one of their number to do this 
for a group), and also communal ablu- 
tion facilities. 

The housing is extremely well super- 
vised by the municipal authority and is 
kept very clean—in fact, once a week tie 
entire contents of all the rooms are 
cleared out and the whole building hosed 
down. No furniture or bedding is pro- 
vided, but even the poorest Africans who 
have nothing on arrival soon provide 
themselves with enough for their needs. 

The most modern blocks consist of 
three storeys with 73 dormitories of equal 
size, housing 365 Africans and costing 
approximately £24,000 each. They are 
mostly built under contract by European 
contractors at a lower cost and higher 
standard than native contractors can pro- 
duce; as a comparison of costs it is of 
interest to note that the Salisbury munici- 
pality allowed African building contrac- 
tors to tender for certain houses: the 
tender sum was £980 for a house which 
the City Architect is erecting by using his 
African Building Section at a cost of 
£660 per pair. 

In Salisbury there is also a hostel for 
165 African girls, costing £20,400. It is 
of a higher standard of finish and con- 
tains many features not seen in the male 
hostels. The dormitories are mostly two 
and three bed; there is a matron’s flat, 
and the sanitary accommodation com- 
prises porcelain baths, handbasins and 
showers, all supplied with hot water from 
electric geysers. 

The policy of building bachelor quar- 
ters is now changing. The native popu- 
lation is rising by three per cent. per 
annum, and there is not enough land in 
the reserves to provide the minimum 
income to meet the African’s higher 
standard of living. The Government is 
encouraging better farming methods and 
this results in the African headman 
encouraging more and more part-time 
farmers to leave the land. More Africans 
are becoming permanent town dwellers, 
and it is essential for the African to 
develop a permanent family basis for 
living in towns and thus avoid conditions 
which on the one hand have led to the 
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political philosophy of the Union and on 
the other to the unrest in Kenya. 

This policy of building for the married 
man is fully supported by industry. The 
present complaint is of the low quality of 
African labour, which is due to the short- 
ness of their stay in towns and their con- 
stant changing from one job to another. 
Stable labour with increased efficiency 
will come when the African settles down 
to an urban life—hence, from the point 
of view of industry, the need of family 
units is very great. 

rhe Government policy on housing has 
therefore been formulated against this 
background. Above all, African housing 
must be made fully economic in order to 
prevent any burden being placed on the 
tax-paying public. Its principal features 
include: 

(i) Encouraging the indigenous African 
o live with his family. 

(ii) Concentrating on the married 
iccommodation while providing some 
ingle accommodation. 

(iii) Allowing Africans to acquire a 
oermanent home and pay for it over a 
number of years. 

(iv) Granting 99-year leases. 

(v) To prevent inflation, ensuring that 
he scheme is economic within existing 
wage levels. 

(vi) Allowing controlled lodger system. 


(vii) Allowing Africans to erect own 
houses under control. 


(viii) Allowing a priority system as an 
incentive to getting a house—i.e., five 
years’ continuous employment. 





Brick-built houses for Africans on a tobacco 
farm near Salisbury. 


The lodger system mentioned in (vi) 
above is worth further consideration. 
Under the Native (Urban Areas) Accom- 
modation and Registration Act the same 
rent is charged for single and married 
quarters. If the married men are allowed 
to take in lodgers it assists them to pur- 
chase their own homes. There is little 
fear of trouble as they will always take 
in a relative as a lodger and this will 
encourage family life at the same time. 

The problem is, therefore, one of pro- 
viding as quickly as possible the maxi- 
mum number of dwellings at an econo- 
mic rent. For this reason the design of 
the houses chosen has been kept to an 
area of 400 sq. ft. Size has been sacri- 
ficed to quality, but provision has been 
made for extension when required. 

A number of forms of housing units 
have been tried—many of the large firms 
have specialised in prefabricated types, 
apart from the normal use of bricks. In 
general terms all the yarious types cost 
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about the same, but it is proposed to 
utilise all forms for a number of reasons. 
In the first place they will bring variety 
into African housing where at present 
it is sadly lacking. They will also give 
experience to the Africans in various 
forms of building and encourage him to 
begin to fend for himself. Buildings 
erected by self-help are no cheaper than 
those built under contract owing to the 


specialised mass-production techniques 
of European firms. 
The proposed programme, which 


includes 3,000 houses in Salisbury and 
3,000 houses in Bulawayo, will cost some 
£1,800,000 over the next two years. The 
cost of each dwelling is made up as 
follows : — 

Detached Semi- 


detached 
£ 
400 sq. ft. cottage dei «ts aa 205 
Communal kitchen ... ay 10 10 
Lavatory block... awe a 20 20 
Supervision... aa ror 3 3 
£258 £238 


To these figures must be added the 
cost of the services. With a density of 
7.75 houses per acre, the cost of roads 
works out at £9 6s. per dwelling, and 
water to £8 8s. per dwelling. Water must 
be metered to each individual site and 
although the cost is high (£3 12s. 6d. per 
meter), it is the only way to stop absolute 
waste. Street lighting amounts to 14s. 
per dwelling. It is considered that com- 
plete sewage disposal is essential anc this, 
with the previous costs, brings the total 
cost of services to between £46 - £54 per 
dwelling depending on the sites. 

On top of this expenditure further 
sums will be required to cover such items 
as schools (12 schools, each for 600 child- 
ren and costing £15,000 - £20,000 each, 
are planned to serve the communities 
these houses will provide), clinics, etc. 

For repayment the figures are: — 

Per month Redemption over (at 5 per cent) 
15 years 20 years 25 years 
£ sc £ s.4 








ar 3 . d. wy 

Cost of dwelling... 2 5 6 118 O 113 8 
Rates, water, 

administration roe rT eoectaosd 

3$ 6218 0 213 8 

Lodgers (2) «i 2°12 © OC 2 C&G 
Payment by 

African a 24 18 0 13 8 


It will be seen, therefore, that the 
rents are comparable to the normal 
figure of £1 per month which is con- 
sidered reasonable for native housing, 
and that this programme will provide an 
economic solution to one of the most 
difficult of Rhodesia’s problems. 


PETER B. KENYON. 





Market in African township, Rhodesia. 
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SOCIETIES 


RIBA 
Notes from Council Minutes 


HE following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 

held on May 3:— 

APPOINTMENTS 

Parliamentary and Scientific Committee: 
RIBA Representation. Bruce Martin (A) in 
place of Lister P. Rees (A). (Note: The 
other representative is Alister G. Macdonald 
(F).) 

Ninth 
Lucerne: RIBA Representative. 
Goldfinch (F). 

Professional Classes Aid Council: RIBA 
Representative. Michael Tapper (F) in 
place of J. Alan Slater (F), resigned. 

National Smoke Abatement Society: 
RIBA Representative on Executive Council. 
Howard V. Lobb (FP). 

National Inspection Council for Electrical 
Installation Contracting: RIBA Observer at 
Inaugural Meeting. Thomas Mitchell (A). 

RIBA Representative on Code of Practice 
Committee on Roof and Yard Drainage. 
A. H. Ley (F). 

RIBA_ Representatives on BSI Com- 
mittees: (i) GLC/1, Glass and Glazing. 
O. C. F. Carey (A) in place of C. L. Morris 
(F), resigned. (ii) NFE/26, Corrugated and 
Troughed Aluminium Sheets. R. M. V. 
Messenger (A). (iii) ASB/5, Asbestos- 
Cement Cisterns for Cold Water Storage. 
A. H. Ley (F) and E. H. Sadler (A). 

RIBA Collection of Photographs of Archi- 
tects’ Work. On the recommendation of 
the Public Relations Committee, it was 
agreed to waive the restriction by which 
members are limited to the submission of 
photographs of not more than two separate 
buildings per year for inclusion in the RIBA 
photographic record of members’ work. 


NOTTS, DERBYS AND LINCS 
ARCHITECTS 


Annual Meeting 


THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Nottingham- 
shire, Derbyshire and Lincolnshire Society 
of Architects was held at Nottingham, on 
April 26. Mr. F. Hamer Crossley, FRIBA, 
retiring president, welcomed his successor, 
Mr. W. Caparne Baldry, LRIBA. Other 
officers elected to serve from July 1 were: 
vice-presidents, Mr. J. Gordon Woollatt 
(Nottingham), Mr. E. H. Ashburner (Derby), 
Mr. S. F. Barrell (Lincoln), and Mr. George 
H. Turner (North Lincolnshire); honorary 
secretary, Mr. Woollatt, and treasurer, Mr. 
W. L. Dunn. 

After the meeting the Nottingham archi- 
tects entertained their colleagues to supper. 


FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS AND 
SURVEYORS 


London Branch Meeting 


THE ANNUAL general meeting of the Branch 
was held on April 28 at the St. Ermins 
Hotel, Caxton-street, SW1. 

The chairman welcomed the president, 
Mr. N. James Rushton, the immediate past- 
president, Mr. George C. Fox, and the 
general secretary, Mr. H. M. Soar. The 
meeting elected Mr. G. S. Agar, FFS, to the 
chair. 


International Hospital Congress, 
Donald A. 








790 


THE BUILDER 


RIBA 


Annual Meeting Discusses Trade Unionism and Education 


HE Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects held its 117th annual general 
meeting on May 3. The annual report 
was presented by THE PRESIDENT (MR. 
C. H. Astin, CBE), seconded by THE 
Hon. SECRETARY (Mr. K. M. B. Cross), 
and opened for discussion. 

Mr. H. Cono.iy, FRIBA, in opening 
the discussion, first congratulated the 
President, Council and committee, and 
also the Secretary and the Staff, on a re- 
port which showed the very great amount 
of work which was being done at 66, 
Portland-place. | Two important items 
coming up on the report were the cir- 
cular on trade unionism (about which he 
would say something later), and the 
McMorran report on the Training and 
Qualification for Associate Membership 
RIBA. That report had been rather long 
delayed but in his view it had been well 
worth waiting for. Some had said that 
it was not sufficiently revolutionary, but 
personally he never had thought that 
architectural education was all that 
wrong anyway; the suggestions made in 
the Report were very well worth while. 

“The only point which worried me,” 
said Mr. Conolly, “was the part about 
part-time education, which has been re- 
ferred back for further study. When I 
learned that even to-day one-third of the 
entrants to the profession come up that 
way, it seemed to me that it was a sub- 
ject which deserved urgent study. I came 
up that way. I do not know about you, 
Mr. President, I may be older and out 
of date, but I still think it is not a bad 
way of entering the profession and I 
should like an assurance from you 
tonight, if possible, or from the Chairman 
of the Board, that the question of part- 
time study will have urgent attention and 
will not be shelved.” 

Membership figures also appeared very 
healthy. In his opinion not enough 
people were prepared to take fellowships, 
which he thought was a pity. Now that 
entry to the Licentiate class had been 
closed, had the time not come for the 
F/L/A_ divisions, as it were, to be 
abolished entirely, and all to be called 
members? 

Referring to a short note in the Report 
about the future constitution of the 
Council, Mr. Conolly said that all knew 
how some people got on the Council and 
some did not, and that there was a ten- 
dency for people in London to get on. 
“As a member of the Allied Societies’ 
Conference, I should like to be assured 
that the Allied Societies’ representatives 
will not be crushed out, as it were, be- 
cause the RIBA is not just a London 
Society.” 


Members in Salaried Employment 


Mr. THURSTON WILLIAMS, ARIBA, 
then moved: 


“With reference to the Annuel Report, 
page 1, paragraph 7, on the Representation 
of Members and Students in Salaried 
Employment, 

‘That this annual general meeting of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects does not 
support the Council’s decisions concerning 
the representation of members and students 


in salaried employment as set out in their 
letter of January 4. It instructs the Council 
to reconsider these decisions and bring for- 
ward fresh and definite proposals in line with 
the majority opinion of those who replied to 
the questionnaire.’ ”’ 

The salaried members of the profession, 
said Mr. Williams, with the exception of 
a few senior officers, were badly paid. 
Even those senior officers would not 
consider themselves well paid in 
comparison with leading surgeons, lead- 
ing barristers or company directors. 
With all members below those senior 
architects, in salaried employment, there 
was no such thing as a well-paid salaried 
architect. Even in those progressive 
County Councils, whose reputation was 
raising the standard of architecture 
generally, the true value of the architect 
was not appreciated. 


TIME FOR ACTION 


The salaried architects had decided 
that it was time something must be done, 
and had agreed that there was need for 
certain action to raise the status of the 
salaried architect. They had common 
ground in the RIBA to which they looked 
for guidance and assistance. But the 
effect of the Council’s January letter 


[The Builder, January 14] was de- 
plorable. It had resulted in very con- 
siderable disappointment and_ very 


considerable cynicism amongst salaried 
members, reasons for which appeared if 
we looked at the four decisions printed 
in that Council letter, 


First, ‘‘that the Royal Institute shall not 
sponsor a new organisation of a trade union 
nature.” To his knowledge, they were never 
asked to sponsor a new organisation, but what 
6,000 members said was that they believed that 
a trade union could best represent their inter- 
ests. That point, said Mr. Williams, was not 
covered in the reply. 

If a member found no solution to the prob- 
lem there, he could turn to: “That no one 
existing organisation shall be singled out for 
preferential support.” That left him with no 
organisation at all, for evidently, the Council 
thought none of them was suitable for prefer- 
ential treatment and none had a special value. 
A rather different view was taken by the Salaried 
and Official Architects’ Committee. 

Next he could turn to: “ That members in 
salaried employment be advised that their 
interests will be best served by joining an exist- 
ing organisation appropriate to their particular 
field of employment.” Was that the result of 
months of discussion? Was that the result of 
the questionnaire and the various letters—to be 
told, simply, to join existing organisations? 
Three thousand were already members of those 
existing organisations. What about the remain- 
der who were not members of those existing 
organisations? Had the Council decision sup- 
plied the answer to the problem of the assist- 
ant in the private office? What of the 
ephemeral BAG—the only trade union he knew 
with no membership and no reason for being 
in existence at all? But it was there. 

What of the fourth point in the letter: ‘‘ That 
the Royal Institute will proceed actively to ex- 
plore alternative means of attaining the agreed 
objectives of improving and strengthening the 
conditions of employment of salaried architects 
in all classes of employment?” There had been 
discussion ad nauseam in the technical Press and 
in the Institute. 


WAYS AND MEANS 
Already half of the total membership had 
expressed a preference as to what they thought 
the Council should do. Why, then, was it 
necessary to seek an alternative? asked Mr. 
Williams. It was clear what the salaried archi- 
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tect wanted. The Council should now be con- 
sidering the ways and the means to make those 
views expressed effective and to bring them into 
being. They could start from the assumption 
that all salaried members wanted an organi- 
sation to negotiate for them, and should bring 
forward new proposals which would gain 
salaried members’ support. 

Mr. C. G. SHANKLAND, seconding, made the 
point that, on the question of the unity of the 
profession, it might be said in the discussion 
that the existence of an RIBA approved nego- 
tiating body, a trade union negotiating salaries, 
would only serve to disunite the profession as a 
whole. That was quite untrue. What was dam- 
aging to the profession as a whole was the 
existence of a badly paid and inadequately 
recognised section of it, wherever that might be, 
either among the majority of the profession 
who were salaried or among those who drew 
fees on the RIBA scale. ‘* The RIBA,”’ said the 
speaker, “ has control of its scale of fees which 
it can revise at any time and does revise from 
time to time. What surely we now want in 
the interests of both sections of the profession 
is an effective control of salaries. This can be 
provided only by a trade union working closely 
with the Royal Institute.” 


THE COUNCIL’S VIEW 


Mr. E. D. Jerrertss MATHEWS, Speaking in 
opposition to the motion, felt that it was 
largely a matter of misunderstanding, and went 
on to mention briefly one or two factual points 
on the reasons which underlay the Council’s de- 
cision. First, the questionnaire was not a 
referendum. It was the Council’s wish to ascer- 
tain the feeling in the profession, and it had 
to be left to their wisdom to decide upon the 
action to be taken when that feeling was known. 
Second, there was the purely statistical point 
of the nature of the returns, bearing in mind 
only about 50 per cent. of all members replied. 
Third, there was the question, which the Coun- 
cil studied at great length, of the power of any 
negotiating body. It was found that any trade 
union or negotiating body depended tremen- 
dously upon its already established power and 
the number of members for whom it spoke. It 
was clear that any new negotiating body com- 
posed solely of architects, to watch solely the 
interests of architects, would have been weak by 
comparison with the existing negotiating bodies 
and would undoubtedly have found it difficult 
to establish the power and force which existing 
negotiating bodies enjoyed. 

And finally and most important, the Council 
enjoyed the opportunity to obtain the direct ear 
of ministers of various Government Depart- 
ments with which the RIBA were concerned, 
and also enjoyed an overall national status 
held in esteem by a large number of other 
professional bodies. If it were known that 
associated directly with the Royal Institute or 
sponsored by or directly supported by the 
Royal Institute, there was a single negotiating 
body, there was no doubt that the RIBA’s 
independent powers would be weakened. In 
view of that, he considered that the Council’s 
decision was wise. : 

Mr. BurRBAGE, supporting the motion, said 
that architecture was a unified profession and 
should remain so, lest architects found them- 
selves in even a worse state. But he would sug- 
gest that the Council should take notice of the 
fact that there were different grades of archi- 
tects in the profession — private architects, 
architects employed by client companies and 
architects employed by contractor companies, 
architects employed by consultants even, and 
also, architects in teaching. Each of those 
separate categories had its own particular prob- 
lem. They must be able to feel that their par- 
ticular problems had been considered by 
everybody who was interested in architecture. 
He suggested that some definite step should be 
taken to secure direct and definite consideration 
of the problems of those categories. 

Mr. TayLor (who had come with five other 
architects from Derby to support the motion) 
said it was a rather thin argument which Mr. 
Mathews had put to the members to say that 
because only a certain percentage, even though 
it were a majority, replied to the ballot, the 
advice of statisticians must be accepted that the 
views represented in the ballot should not be 
applied for the remaining members of the 
Institute. According to the very simple laws of 
democratic procedure, by which we governed 
our country, the views representing a majority 
of the people were usually accepted and acted 
upon. Mr. Mathews had made another point 
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about the liaison which could exist from time to 
time between the Council and Ministers. He (the 
speaker) would simply say that that could not 
be such a successful method of procedure be- 
cause of the plight in which the Institute now 
found itself. 

Mr. WHITTAKER said that he was in salaried 
employment and was engaged on work which 
he found extremely stimulating. But in his 
present position he had no choice but to drop 
his pencil at 5 p.m. and dash off home because 
he had a couple of private jobs on the go. He 
had to do these things because it meant that at 
the end of the year he was a little nearer to 
making his personal books balance. He believed 
that that type of life, not an exception for 
many young architects, could not lead to the 
production of good work. 


A QUESTION OF LOGIC 


Mr. Oppy said that the Council must realise 
that in the minds of a great majority of archi- 
tects monetary considerations were very much 
secondary. Work came before the value of the 
money in their pockets. But things had come 
to a pass in which, in an increasingly egalitarian 
society, architects were the people who were 
being brought down instead of the people who 
were going up. They were the depressed middle 
classes who were beginning to feel the pinch. 
The Council must realise that the ordinary 
private member of the Institute was unable to 
see very clearly the logic behind the arguments 
which the Council had put forward—that it 
was unable to negotiate on behalf of salaried 
members; because those salaried members saw 
the Council negotiating quite effectively on the 
account of private architects. ‘* There may be 
good legal and constitutional reasons embodied 
in the Charter of the Royal Institute for which 
this apparently illogical argument is neverthe- 
less very sound, but,” said the speaker, “* by its 
announcements and letters sent to members the 
Council has, I am afraid, given the impression 
that it is smug and complacent and has a ten- 
dency to be autocratic.” 

The membership of other unions, such as 
NALGO, was largely composed of people who, 
worthy though they may be, had not for the 
great part undergone a long, arduous and ex- 
pensive professional training. Such organi- 
sations were egalitarian; they were people who 
had never been able to earn‘much more than 
£10 a week and they rather disliked the idea 
that anybody else should. Why should archi- 
tects who are members of NALGO be any 
better off than clerks who are members of it? 
Such an attitude renders them ineffective in 
putting forward the claims of architects. 

Most trade unions today we found domi- 
nated by a particular bias; the right hand 
hardly knew what the left hand was doing be- 
cause the left hand was so damned active, said 
Mr. Oddy. But most unions consisted of the 
people who were the working men, people who 
had very little incentive to work other than 
the money which it put into their pockets at 
the end of the week. But why should an 
architects’ union not break out into new 
ground? Why should they not form a union 
which was suitable for contemporary society, 
where all were going to sink bs gd if they 
did not swim together; and where the sole 
aim ought to be to get the best out of the 
architectural profession only by raising people 
out of the depressed state in which most of 
them were at the moment? 

Mr. KENNETH CAMPBELL, who declared his 
interest in the ABT, said that what was required 
was a union for architects which could speak 
for architects as a body and which did not 
have architects parcelled out amongst clerical 
bodies, and administrative bodies of all kinds. 
That is what was behind the motion. They 
wanted an organisaion which was closely tied 
with the Royal Institute—as closely as it pos- 
sibly could be—and which would have the 
weight of the Royal Institute behind it. He 
thought there was a case for the Council to 
reconsider its decision about the ABT. 


VALUE OF NALGO 


Dr. BRADBURY said, in opposing the motion, 
that he was a member of NALGO and in his 
dealings with that body he had never found 
them less interested in one section of the mem- 
bers whom they represented than in any other. 
He had always found that if a reasoned case 
— put to them they would fight it to the bitter 
end, 


(Continued on page 800.) 
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Drawn by Frank Scarlett. 
MURRAY HOUSE, BARBICAN. Frank Scarlett, FRIBA, Architect. 


Drawn by Lawrence Ww right. 
NOS. 33-41, ST. MARY AXE, LONDON, EC. Mewés and Davies, Architects. 
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Diawn by Lawrence Wright. 


DEVELOPMENT SCHEME FOR THE BOWATER CORPORATION, NORTHFLEET. Farmer and Dark, Architects. 
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Drawn by F. A. Evans. 


CITY AND COUNTY OF BRISTOL. DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL AREA. 
W. H. Watkins, Gray and Partners, Architects. 
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Drawn by Frank A. Weemnys. 


CASTLE DONINGTON POWER STATION, FOR THE BRITISH ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY. 
Clifford Tee and Gale, Architects. 


ARCHITECTURE AT THE RA SUMMER EXHIBITION, 1955 
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View of main elevation. Below: Site plan. 


CREMATORIUM AT WOLVERHAMPTON 
Architects: LAVENDER, TWENTYMAN & PERCY, F/ARIBA 





Engineer Responsible for Crematorium Equipment Quantity Surveyors 
M. MERVYN LAW, MBE (Borough Engineer) HENRY VALE & SON 
Builders Sculptor 
McKEAND SMITH & CO., LTD. DONALD POTTER 
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6 las site of the crematorium slopes to the north and 

commands magnificent views over open country. 
The layout was planned to exploit the view to the 
north and also to include an existing group of old 
trees surrounding a small pool. The curve of the cloister 
follows the existing ground contours. A_ small 
enclosed garden, visible only from the chapel and 
waiting room, is provided so that people in the chapel 
can look out on to grass and trees, while no one can 
see into the chapel from outside. 


Planning.—At busy periods services can be held 
every 20 minutes and smooth circulation is therefore 
important. The three main circulations are: 

1. The cortége arrives under the covered entrance and 


the cars, after dropping their passengers, go round the 
turning circle and park in the road behind the cloister. 
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2. The mourners, after the service in the chapel, 
go into the cloister from where they can see the 
wreaths laid out on the terrace. After walking round 
the garden if desired they go through the door in the 
cloister leading to the road where the cars are waiting. 


3. The coffin is carried to the catafalque, inside 
which is a lift holding a trolley. At the moment of 
committal the lift descends 3 ft. 6 in. to the transfer 
room level; after the mourners have left the chapel, 
the trolley is wheeled out of the lift and attached to 
one of the furnace openings into which the coffin is 
drawn. 


The furnace room contains two gas-fired furnaces 
with provision for two more to be installed when 
required. The Book of Remembrance is placed under 
a window overlooking the distant view and is acces- 
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sible from both the chapel and the cloister. A chamber 
is provided above the music room for the future instal- 
lation of a pipe organ. 


General design.—It was thought desirable to avoid 
in any way intimidating the mourners, many of whom 
will, of course, have had no previous experience of 
crematoria. The general design therefore is of a 
restrained character, using traditional materials, and 
the function of the chimney has been played down. 
Inside the chapel the focal point is the altar and cross 
rather than the catafalque. 


Construction.—All walls are of load-bearing brick. 
Pitched roofs are of copper on precast foamed slag 
concrete units on precast concrete trusses. Flat roofs 
are of in situ concrete covered with vermiculite 
insulating screed and asphalt. The cloister roof is of 
copper on insulating board supported by oak rafters; 
the cloister columns are of cast stone supporting the 
curved concrete lintol. 


External finishes—Walls are of hand-made yellow- 
brown facing bricks with Clipsham stone slabs on 
parts of the north elevation. Window surrounds are 
of cast stone or green slate. The lining to the porch 
and the columns of the covered entrance are in dark 
green serpentino marble. The cloister is paved in 
Hornton stone and the terrace in cleft York stone. All 
gutters and downpipes are in copper. 


Internal finishes —The chapel has a floor of gurjun 
blocks, walls of rough-textured plaster and a ceiling 
of plaster and acoustic tiles. The panelling behind the 
altar is of fluted mahogany boarding. The aisle ceiling 
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Elevation to garden. 





Carved Angel by Donald Potter. 
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The chapel. Below: View from chapel into enclosed garden. 
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is of mahogany and grey sycamore. 
The furnace room has a floor of 
buff quarry tiles and the walls are 
faced with white glazed tiles up to 
gallery level. 


Sculpture—The three doves in- 
side the chapel, the angel on the 
north wall and the phoenix on the 
tool shed were all carved in Portland 
stone by Donald Potter. 


Services —Heating is by floor 
panel heating in the chapel and 
radiators elsewhere, all from a gas- 
fired boiler. Following is a list of 
sub-contractors: 


Terrace, steps and stone walls, 
Midland Gardens, Ltd.; lawns, D. B. 
Evans, Ltd.; precast roof beams, George 
Greenwood and Sons; asphalt roofs, 
Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt 
Co., Ltd.; Accotile flooring, Rowen and 
Boden, Ltd. ; woodblock flooring, 
J. A. Hewetson and Co., Ltd.; Lintile 
flooring, Charles Hunter, Ltd.; marble, 
slate work and stone paving, W. 
Fraley and Sons, Ltd. 


Metal windows and gearing, John 
Thompson Beacon Windows, Ltd.; 
lightning conductor, W. J. Furse and 
Co., Ltd.; expanded metal beams in 
chapel, Expanded Metal Co., Ltd.; 
acoustic board between beams in 
chapel, Tentest Fibre Board Co., Ltd.; 
copper roofing, Holloway Metal Roofs, 
Ltd.; heating, G. N. Haden and Sons, 
Ltd.; electrical installation, G. F. 
Thorne. 


Lighting fittings, Troughton and 
Young (Lighting), Ltd., Heffer and 
Co., Ltd., and Merchant Adventurers, 
Ltd.; steel reinforcement, Twisteel 
Reinforcement, Ltd.; paving slabs, 
Neolite, Ltd.; reconstructed stone, 
Gloucester Stone Co., Ltd.; flush doors, 
Adamite Co., Ltd.; ironmongery and 
art metal work, James Gibbons, Ltd.; 
sanitary fittings, A. D. Foulkes, Ltd.; 
bricks, Himley Brick Co., Ltd.; Clip- 
sham stone wall facings, Rutland 
Masonry Works, Ltd.; pews, Ray 
Westwood (Lye), Ltd.; altar fittings, 
‘William Loxley, Ltd. 
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DELAYS IN REBUILDING 
THE CITY 


Protest at TPI Spring Meeting 


A SPIRITED protest against the diffi- 

culties and delays which hinder the 
development of building sites by private 
owners, with special reference to the City 
of London, was made by Mr. CECIL 
CLutton, FSA, MTPI, FRICS, when he 
gave a paper on “Urban Redevelopment 
from the Private Owners’ Point of View” 
at the spring meeting of the Town Planning 
Institute, at Harrogate, on May 5. 

Mr. Clutton described a scheme, with 
which he was concerned, for rebuilding on 
a three and a half acre bombed site in the 
City of London. In 1944 the owners were 
in touch with the City, and rebuilding was 
agreed upon in principle. In 1947 the 
owners expressed their willingness to co- 
operate with the plan for reconstructing the 
City. In 1948 there was a public inquiry. 
and the Corporation laid down certain con- 
ditions for redevelopment, which were 
acceptable. After “innumerable negotia- 
tions” for acquiring outstanding interests, 
a practicable scheme was produced in 1953, 
and a licence applied for. “ After a delay 
of three months the city planning committee 
decided to replan the whole area. By 1954 
a new plan had been devised—actually it 
was the fourth completely new plan to be 
drawn up since the inception of the scheme. 

“At this juncture the London County 
Council saw fit to enter the arena. They 
claimed that the scheme contravened the 
building by-laws, that it would be cheaper 
for the Corporation to buy the land and let it 
on a building lease, and that it would be 
better to have quite a different scheme any- 
way. As to these, the first proved to be 
trivial and easily met; the second seemed 
remarkably like interference in someone 
else’s business; and the third, to say the 
least, a trifle ill-timed. A proposed con- 
ference between interested parties in October 
came to nothing, and in December a new 
planning Minister decided that the whole 
scheme ‘ needed further consideration.” And 
there, after a decade of ceaseless effort, the 
matter rests.” 

Mr. Clutton blamed “too many public 
authorities” and “ over-complicated legisla- 
tion administered by too many inferior 
officials who find it easier to clog than 
create” for this state of affairs. 

What was wanted was a steering com- 
mittee. “It ought not to be the private 
developer’s task to comply with the require- 
ments of one authority, only to find his 
costly efforts have to be modified to meet 
the demands of some other body,” he 
declared. The developer would deal only 
with the steering committee. 


* Other papers at the TPI’s spring meeting 


* * 


will be summarised in a subsequent issue.—Ed. 


Reaction to Attacks 


AT THE meeting of the Court of Common 
Council of the City of London on May 5, 
CAPTAIN ALFRED INSTONE called attention 
to recent criticisms of the City authorities 
about the type of building being permitted 
in redevelopment schemes. 

He said that “very damaging attacks” 
had been made on the Common Council. 
The Royal Fine Art Commission, in a 
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recent report, alleged that the new buildings 
were unworthy of a great capital city. Such 
attacks, he urged, should not be left unan- 
swered. He also quoted the president of 
the Royal Academy, Professor Richardson, 
who would like reconstruction to be carried 
out “without town planners or Common 
Councilmen but with the aid of a Com- 
mittee of Taste.” How long, asked Captain 
Instone, were the Common Council to 
remain mute in face of such attacks? The 
public should know what the City had been 
faced with; what it had done, what it was 
trying to do, and what it had left undone 
and the reasons why. It was not in keeping 
with the City’s prestige and position that it 
should be “ kicked about all over the place ” 
by bodies and individuals who knew that 
it would be taken lying down. The attacks 
should be dealt with. 


ARCHITECTURAL STUDIES 


York Institute Courses 


WO new types of residential course for 
practising architects and others were 
held by the York Institute of Architectural 
Study during April. The first was on “ Tim- 
ber as a Structural Material in Building.” 
Th. various uses of timber in building con- 
struction were reviewed, and particular refer- 
ence was made to the new types of construc- 
tion with modern glues and connectors. 

The course began with a lecture by an 
architect who stated what the architect and 
the building profession in general required 
of timber, and gave his views on how these 
requirements had been met to date. The 
remaining lectures were given by the follow- 
ing engineers, timber consultants and mem- 
bers of the timber trade: Messrs. E. S. Ben- 
son (Lecturer in Architecture, University of 
Manchester); H. T. Eyres; D. W. Cooper 
(Lecturer in Civil Engineering, University 
of Durham); J. Jowett (Timber Development 
Association); and J. G. Savory (Forest Pro- 
ducts Research Laboratory). Visits were 
made to buildings nearby which contained in- 
teresting examples of timber construction. 

The second course was on “‘ Modernisation 
of Obsolescent Dwellings,” and was attended 
by architects, surveyors and representatives 
from nationalised industries. It was form- 
ally opened by Mr. M. Tetlow (Principal 
regional Officer of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government) at St. Anthony’s 
Hall, York, on April 14. During the course 
the Institute arranged an exhibition in the 
city library containing full-scale exhibits and 
photographs of modernisation schemes carried 
out both by local authorities and by private 
enterprise in different parts of the country. 
The exhibition was visited by more than 
4,000 people during the ten days it was open 
to the public. The principal lectures given 
on the course dealt with such aspects of 
modernisation as town-planning, conversion, 
improvements to historic buildings and 
decoration. Other more specialised lectures 
covered rot and preservation of timber, 
grants and loans, valuation and ownership. 
The lecturers included Mr. Felix Walter 
(Guest Editor, “ Architect’s Journal”) and 
Mr. H. F. Clark (Lecturer in Landscape De- 
sign, Reading University). 

The success of these courses has encour- 
aged the Institute to repeat them in 1956, 
and details may be obtained from the Secre- 
tary, St. Anthony’s Hall, York. 
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“CITY OF TOMORROW” 


Getting Away from the “ Foolish 
Panacea” of Area Zoning 


ME. BRYAN ANSTEY, FRICS, referred 

to the “foolish panacea” of area 
zoning as a means of reducing congestion 
in cities when he gave a talk on “ City of 
Tomorrow — Barbican and Beyond,” at a 
meeting of the Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors, held in London on May 2. On 
this aspect of planning he said: 


The foolish panacea for all the admittedly 
growing evils of central congestion has been 
the idea of pattern or area zoning. In a city 
such as Greater London the notion of area 
zoning is very much a misconception. It 
is of course true that certain uses tend io 
congregate in certain areas, but the idea 
that because they became predominant in 
the past they should be made utterly exclu- 
sive in the future is quite unsound and is 
not in fact capable of practical realisation. 
Still more futile is it to prognosticate a use 
and limit all development to it. It is essential 
to the life of every use that other uses can 
in some measure be carried on in close 
proximity to it. 


No one supposes that because a tract of 
land has been zoned as a factory area that 
the factories which are built there should 
subsist without administrative offices; in 
practice what happens is that a portion of 
the site or the building is deliberately given 
over to office purposes. The fact that the 
firm occupying the offices is the same as the 
firm occupying the factory has nothing to 
do with preservation of amenity, or of the 
health of the workers or with any of the 
other arguments which are commonly 
advanced in favour of so-called separation 
of uses by area zoning. However, other 
uses necessarily attach themselves. Cafés 
are required to serve those factory workers 
who do not wish to eat exclusively in the 
works. The works canteen itself is a shop- 
use housed in the very heart of the industry. 


Moreover, the attempt to congregate 
factories and segregate them from other 
uses absolutely presupposes the creation of 
a transport and traffic problem, since a 
factory estate may well result in the local- 
ised employment of 50,000 workers who 
require upwards of 12,000 dwellings to house 
them ; even if their houses could be neatly 
arranged around the perimeter of the 
factory estate so as to reduce travel to a 
minimum, it is quite certain that the workers 
would not accept such a rigid uniformity of 
correlation between dwelling and work 
place. Furthermore, such zoning places 
sudden loads on the adjoining _ traffic 
arteries, which means either that they must 
lie idle in respect of a large part of their 
capacity for the greater part of the day or 
they must be overloaded at peak hours. 


To observe the inevitable intermingling of 
uses in a modern great city one need only 
stand in any street in the central area of 
London and watch vans, buses, private cars 
and pedestrians all jostling with each other 
in an effort to reach their respective objec- 
tives of factory, warehouse, office, shop or 
museum, whilst the smoke from Bankside 
Power Station blows past St. Paul’s and 
descends on them all impartially. 
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News of the Week 


PLANNING AWARD 


A REDEVELOPMENT scheme for the 
“™ Town Centre of Halifax, prepared by 
Mr. S. D. Wormersley, AMTPI, has been 
awarded the Silver Medal of the Town 
Planning Institute for 1954. The medal 
is awarded for the best thesis produced in 
a recognised planning school in the UK 
and the Commonwealth. The winning 
scheme was prepared as a thesis design 
in the department of town planning, 
Leeds College of Art. 

In his proposed scheme Mr. Wormer- 
sley has planned an inner ring road sur- 
rounding the town centre in order to 
relieve the congested central area of 
through traffic and evenly to distribute 
the local traffic into the centre. A new 
city square has been designed as a pedes- 
trian piazza with an underground park- 
ing area. This new square, with its 
theatre, departmental stores, shops, 
offices and cafés, is intended to be a new 
heart of the city, busy day and night. 

The scheme includes a commercial 
precinct with a covered and open-air 
market surrounded by offices and ware- 
houses. 


STEELWORK PRICES 


THE LONDON County COUNCIL is to in- 
form the Government, with a recommen- 
dation that the matter be brought before 
the Monopolies Commission, that 10 
tenders for the supply and delivery of 
steelwork for the completion of the 
north block of. new county council 
offices behind County Hall were all for 
the identical total of £50,238 19s. 3d. 
This was announced by Mr. I. J. Hay- 
ward, Leader of the Council, at its meet- 
ing on Tuesday. The names of the firms 
ry ee and other details, are on page 
810. 

Mr. A. E. Samuels, chairman of the 
establishment committee, said that the 
Council’s tender procedure was reduced 
to a mockery. He urged that the Govern- 
ment be informed and that they be re- 
quested to refer the matter to the 
Monopolies Commission “ to ensure that 
never again in this way will the public 
be held up to ransom.” 


TO MEET THE LORD MAYOR 


THE new Chairman of the LCC, Mr. 
Norman Pritchard, with the Leader of 
the Council and the Leader of the Op- 
position, will be among the guests at the 
LMBA’s annual luncheon to the Lord 
Mayor next Monday (May 16). The 


President, Mr. L: J.. Holloway, will pre- . 


side. 

The Lord Mayor will, as usual, be 
accompanied by his Sheriffs, but owing 
to the General Election no Ministers will 
be present’ this year. The Ministry of 
Labour will be represented by the Perm- 
anent Secretary, Sir Godfrey Ince, and 
the Ministry of Housing and Ministry. 
Works by Sir Thomas Sheepshanks and 
Sir Eric Seal réspectively. 

Among’ others attending will be the 
Mayor of Westminster, the Town Clerk 
and City Engineer of the Corporation of 
London, and the Presidents of the RIBA, 
the Architectural Association, the Royal 
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Institution of Chartered Surveyors, the 
Institute of Builders, the National 
Federation and the Scottish employers’ 
Federation. Eight of the Masters of the 
ten City Companies connected with build- 
ing will also be there. The operatives will 
be represented by Sir Richard Coppock 
and the President and Secretary of the 
London Region, Mr. W. R. Allen and 
Mr. E. L. Jones. 


LONDON THEATRES 


IN REPLY to an inquiry by Messrs. 
Lovell, White and King, solicitors, on be- 
half of Messrs. F. W. Woolworth and 
Co., Ltd., the LCC’s town planning com- 
mittee have decided that they would not 
be prepared to grant permission for alter- 
ations to the Adelphi Theatre, Nell 
Gwynne Tavern and 408-410 Strand, for 
use as a retail store with offices above. 

The committee considered that there 
were no special circumstances involved 
and no information had been put for- 
ward to justify the change of use of the 
theatre — a change which would, there- 
fore, be contrary to the County of 
London Development Plan as approved 
by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. 


LECTURE TOUR 


SmrR WiLitiaM'  HOoLForpD, FRIBA, 
P-PTPI, Professor of Town Planning in 
London University, is to lecture in Yugo- 
slavia at the invitation of the Yugoslav 
Institute of Architects and under the 
auspices of the British Council. His visit 
is from May 19 to 31 and he will lecture 
on “The Pattern of Building in 
England” and “Town Design.” 


AN APPOINTMENT 


Mr. ANTHONY M. Curtty, FRIBA, 
AMTPI, has accepted the invitation of 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies to 
become a member of his advisory com- 
mittee on Colonial Colleges of Arts, 
Science and Technology. 
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ABT ELECTIONS 

Tue following officers have been elec- 
ted by the Association of Building 
Technicians :— President: B. A. LeMare, 
ARIBA, AADipl. Vice-presidents: K. J. 
Campbell, F. Dunbar, S. Mayer, T. 
McLaren. Elective members of general 
council: A. Boyd, B. H. Cox, J. Gardner, 
G. A. Hewlett, H. Moncrieff, P. J. 
Tyler. 

Head office list: The following have 
been appointed under rule 51 (b) as the 
representatives of the head office list for 
the 1955-56 session: Miss J. Albery, 
W. H. Diamond, H. E. Green, C. Heath- 
cote, R. J. Soper. 


PRODUCTIVITY STUDIES 

Tue final article in the series “To- 
wards Higher Productivity,” by Mr. R. 
Rosner, ARIBA, AMTPI, has been un- 
avoidably held over from this week’s 
issue of The Builder. 


CANCELLED MEETING 

Tue Architectural Association have 
cancelled their ordinary general meeting 
arranged for May 25. Mr. H. S. Good- 
hart-Rende!l, FRIBA, will deliver his 
paper entitled “ Architectural Memories, 
1904-1954” on November 30. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, May 12, 1855 

THE ARCHITECTURAL ROOM AT THE 
RoyaL ACADEMY.—The very best that the 
Royal Academy has done in any year, 
for the most important of the fine arts, 
has been only a slender instalment of the 
duty which it seems to assume whilst 
claiming the title of an “ Academy of 
Arts.” 

Perhaps it is not to be disregarded that 
the study of architecture has, within the 
last few years, had certain opportunities 
afforded with the walls of other institu- 
tions. . . . However, the great want in 
England, with reference to our art, is that 
of an educated and appreciating public. 
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COMPETITION FOR CITY OF OTTAWA POLICE BUILDING.—A. perspective 
of the winning design, which was submitted by Mr, Peter Dickinson, ARIBA; of 


Toronto. 


The building is to house the Magistrate’s Court and Offices, and the 


Police Department of the City of Ottawa. T hirty-seven architects in Canada sub- 
mitted designs in the competition. 
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(Continued from page 791.) 


Mr. J. Broome said that he strongly depre- 

cated any suggestion that the motion set one 
section of the profession against another. What 
he wanted to see was more urgent consideration 
of the point: What is the appropriate trade 
union for a salaried architect to join? 
_. Mr. Maurice Lee supported the motion, but 
if it were carried he hoped it would not lead 
to the formation of an orthodox trade union. 
It was a matter which should be dealt with 
within the RIBA and not in a separate organi- 
sation. The Institute had an organisation which 
dealt with the fees of private architects, and he 
could see no reason why it should not set up 
another organisation which would look into the 
question not only of salaries of salaried archi- 
tects but also the establishments of the offices 
in which they worked. 

Mr. Kay said that, apart from the important 
question of salary scales, a new negotiating 
body could help in the question of pensions. 
One outstanding way in which the assistant in 
the private office differed from his colleagues in 
the public office was that he could not expect 
anything like their security. Only very few of 
the larger private offices ran any sort of pension 
scheme and the man who had to remain a 
salaried assistant during his professional career 
could look forward to nothing but the State 

nsion when he finished his work. Nor could 
e look forward to any help during any period 
of unemployment. 

Mr. GRENFELL BAINES said that there could 
be two solid reasons for having a trade union. 
One was that it would be good for architecture 
and the profession as a whole, and the other 
was that no satisfactory alternatives were in 
existence. Those would solid reasons for the 
RIBA doing something about it. Was it thought 
that a trade union would be good for the pro- 
fession as a whole? The history of trade unions 
showed that they arose in a state of antagonism 
to industry generally and while it was true that 
those conditions had certainly been altered by 
the trade unions he did not think that any 
reflection of the present situation between 
orthodox trade unions and the industry to which 
their members belonged would be good for the 
profession of architecture, which should look to 
the Institute to deal with these matters, con- 
stantly prod it, and see that it was inspired by 
its members on such occasions as the present. 
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The second reason would be that no satis- 
factory alternative existed. He had been makin 
some inquiries (said Mr. Baines) about the wor 
done for architects by NALGO and had been 
doing a little research into the salary scales 
obtaining in practice and those which obtained 
before the war, particularly for the lower- 
salaried grades. When he compared those 
things he was driven to the conclusion that 
NALGO had done a very good job of work for 
those members up to now. f it was not 
entirely satisfactory, the remedy surely was to 
get into NALGO and make something of it. 
The cause of the ABT had been pleaded. He 
was convinced that if existing organisations were 
used and improved by architects the attitude of 
the RIBA Council would have to change, for 
such organisations could bring pressure upon it. 

Mr. Cono_ty, speaking as a salaried archi- 
tect, expressed great doubts of the practical 
value of a new union. He had been a member 
of NALGO for-18 years and the members of his 
department were very strong members, and the 
general opinion in the department was that 
they would not join another union. “If I 
may say so, with respect, they had no faith in 
the RIBA or any union which it might set up,” 
added Mr. Conolly. ‘ 

“* My Council members of the local authority 
which I serve have very little interest in or 
knowledge of the RIBA, but they take great 
notice of what a National Joint Council says 
or what NALGO says.” He would agree that 
architects did not get enough money. 

The practical problem was: How do we get 
more? “I put it to you that a union which 
has to fight for five of ten years to get a seat 
on a negotiating council is no good to me. I 
want a rise now. I had a letter from the RIBA 
asking me what my salary was and I replied, but 
I have not had a rise. I do not expect a rise 
from the RIBA’s efforts and I do not expect a 
rise from the RIBA’s new trade union; but I 
am hoping for one in the next three months 
from NALGO.” : 

Mr. HINDLE (Bucks County Council), speak- 
ing as an active member of NALGO, asked 
how architect members in any branch of 
NALGO could get an architect representing 
them on any district council. In the local 
branch committees, representation was in 
numerical proportion to the membership, and 
if the architects had 100 per cent. membership 
they still could not pet representation on the 
body that matters—the NEC. That was the 
reason why there was not 100 per cent. mem- 
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bership of NALGO by architects; their position 
was hopeless. 

Mr. J, Lewis WoMERSLEY said that if one 
had a criticism of NALGO it was that perha 
they had concentrated too much on raising the 
lower grades, and salaries near the top had 
been increased less and less in proportion. 

He supported the Council’s decision because 
he thought they were realistic. There was no 
intention to fob members off; architects did 
not get the salary they ought to get and the 
Council was continuing to pursue the matter 
very hard. From the point of view of the 
local government architect, he felt that the 
answer was for him to work within NALGO. 
He had never found them remiss in supporting 
any case. 


RESOLUTION PASSED 


The resolution was then put to the vote, 224 
voting in favour and 87 against. 


OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. P. G. FREEMAN, replying to Mr. Conolly 
about the McMorran report’s reference to part- 
time education, said that the subject was re- 
ferred to a special sub-committee which had 
already had two meetings and which hoped -to 
be able to report and make recommendations to 
the Council proveily in June. The matter was 
receiving full and urgent attention. 


MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL 
SOCIETIES 

Mr. ALEXANDER FLINDER raised the question 
of a letter sent to all members on April 25 in 
connection with membership of professional 
societies whose activities are concerned with 
the architectural profession. [The Builder, 
May 6.] One phrase by the Council prompted 
him to speak: 

“They are aware of a tendency, fortu- 
nately not widespread, to regard the profession 
as composed of sections whose interests may 
come into conflict. They do not subscribe 
to this opinion. They regard the profession as. 
a_ single entity composed of members whose 
ultimate interests in the advancement of 
architecture are identical.” 

None would aan ag with the latter part of 
the paragraph, but he disagreed with the state- 
ment from the Council that they refused to 
recognise any possibility of a possible sectional 
conflict between the various sections of, the 
profession. As a comparatively young private 
practitioner, he was sensitive to the increasing 








Drawn by Peter Foster. 


NEW BUILDING FOR PEMBROKE COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. Marshall Sisson, FRIBA, Architect. 


From the RA Exhibition. } 











May 1 


amount 
carried 
by salar 
That mi 
much 
member: 
practices 
the you 
private 
depende 
smaller 
initiation 
ractices 
4 The 
“To he 
this mat 
the Con 
vou, tl 
thing yc 
have he. 
for mar 
have 
across ¢ 
will 
factual 
one sin 
you 
evidence 
a 


larly d 
tion, col 
which s 
prerogat 
Council. 
there a 
cannot | 
now, bi 
ultimate 
not to § 
is precis 
to point 
moveme 
society 
against + 
an orgat 
the unit 
that cert 
attempt 
the cou 
frustrati 
out its « 
“* The 
Institute 
discussic 
availabl 
Societies 
existing 
for a Lt 
RIBA | 
discussic 
sending 
you sh 
these m. 
making 
RIBA € 
added t 
group u 
tion of 
Surveyo 
He had 
general 
that eve 
he was | 
link wit 
tain pre 
degree | 
member 
titioners 
to give 
EB 
member 
be to 
second 
of a Le 
of a ju 
Mr. ¢ 
cial met 
architec 
The an 
tionably 
to stay 


PEWT| 


The’ 
it is o1 
* Pewte 
take p 
Institut 


jolly 
art- 
re- 


i-to 
Ss to 
was 


ate- 


sing 








May 13 1955 


amount of work being 
carried Out privately 
by salaried architects. 
That might not be of 
much concern. to 
members with large 
practices, but a lot of 
the younger of the 
private _ practitioners 
depended on_ these 
smaller jobs for the 
initiation of their 
practices. 

The _ PRESIDENT: 
“To help yourself in 
this matter or to help 
the Council to help 
vou, there is one 
thing you can do. J 
have heard this story 
for many years, but 
have mever come 
across anybody who 
will produce any 
factual evidence of 
one single case. If 
you have some 
evidence, let us have 


it 

MR FLINDER: 
“This is a particu- 
larly difficult ques- 
tion, coining a phrase 
which seems to be a 
prerogative of the 
Council. Obviously, 
there are cases. J] 
cannot produce them 


Drawn by Lawrence Wright. 


WC2, for the Huddersfield Building Society. 
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From the RA Exhibition. 
SCHEME FOR ST. CLEMENT DANES HOUSE, STRAND, 


W. Braxton Sinclair 
and Partners, architects. 





now, but I will try 
ultimately to do so. My object, however, is 
not to get on my personal hobby horse; that 
is precisely what I did not intend. I wanted 
to point out that there appears to have been a 
movement towards the forming of a London 
society of private practising architects. I am 
against it. I think that any movement to form 
an organisation outside these doors will destroy 
the unity of the Institute. But the very fact 
that certain members have found it necessary to 
attempt to form such organisations in parts of 
the country indicates that there is a sense of 
frustration and that the Institute is not carrying 
out its duty in that respect. 

“The Council quite rightly say that the Royal 
Institute is the proper organisation for such 
discussions and that adequate machinery is 
available. It refers in its letter to the Allied 
Societies Conference. I maintain that the 
existing machinery is not adequate, particularly 
for a London member. . . . It is the duty of the 
RIBA to provide adequate means for such 
discussions and it is no earthly use the Council 
sending a letter out saying ‘ We do not think 
you should support outside ‘organisations in 
these matters ’ if they offer no alternative. I am 
making a plea for closer liaison between the 
RIBA Council and its members.” The speaker 
added that not long ago he attended a study 
group under the auspices of the junior organisa- 
tion of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors. It was to discuss site organisation. 
He had come away much impressed with the 
general feeling in that group, and by the fact 
that even the youngest member felt that because 
he was in that semi-official body he had a direct 
link with the Institution. That imparted a cer- 
tain professional dignity. ‘‘ There is a great 
degree of frustration not only among salaried 
members but among young, junior prac- 
titioners, and there is not much opportunity 
to give vent to this frustration. 

“TI suggest the formation, first of all, of a 
members’ relations committee whose object will 
be to get in close contact with members; 
secondly, that it should discuss the formation 
of a London society; and third, the formation 
of a junior organisation,” he declared. 

_Mr. GRENFELL BAINES said that as a provin- 
cial member he was surprised to hear a London 
architect feeling out of touch with the RIBA. 
The answer for provincial architects unques- 
tionably was to support the RIBA societies and 
to stay in touch with them. 


PEWTER EXHIBITION 


The Tin Research Institute announces that 
it is organising an international exhibition, 
“Pewter of To-day,” in June this year, to 
take place in London. Details from the 
Institute, Fraser-road, Greenford, Middx 


DESIGN OF SCHOOL 
KITCHENS 


New MoE Bulletin 


J¢ ITCHENS designed to provide attractive 

school meals as_ efficiently and 
economically as possible are described in a 
new Ministry of Education building bulletin 
published for the guidance of local authori- 
ties and architects (Building Bulletin No. 11 
“The Design of School Kitchens.” HMSO, 
3s. Od.). 

In recent years, as kitchens and dining 
spaces have come to be part of the basic 
accommodation of most new schools, two 
problems have required attention. What 1s 
the most economical type of kitchen, and 
how, educationally, are the kitchen and 
dining space best related to the rest of the 
school? The bulletin is primarily concerned 
with these questions. 

Economy and efficiency in the working 
of the kitchen depend largely upon keeping 
all unnecessary movement of staff and 
goods to a minimum. The bulletin illus- 
trates a type of layout of equipment and 
working spaces which differs basically from 
that embodied in the original standard plans 
and which can be 25 per cent. more 
economical in floor area than many kitchens 
at present being designed. 

The bulletin states: “The dining space 
needs to be treated boldly in the heart of 
the school and free of the complicating 
intrusion of the kitchen. The simplest 
type of service, on the other hand, calls for 
the direct linking of kitchen and dining 
space. With careful planning, however, 
direct service can nearly always be 
arranged in a way that is economically and 
educationally satisfactory.” 

In addition to kitchen design in general, 
there are sections on the design of areas for 
storage. vegetable preparation, cooking, ser- 
vice, dining and washing-up, and details of 
staff accommodation, heating and ventilat- 
ing, materials and finishes are also given. 
Appendices, dealing with heated and 
unheated equipment in normal use, the use 
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of heated trolleys, the design of very large 
kitchens, and the possible use of disb- 
washing machines, are included. 


OBITUARY 
J. E. Dixon-Spain, OBE, F RIBA 


THE DEATH occurred on May 7 at his home 
at Gravely, Herts, of Mr. John Edward 
Dixon-Spain, OBE, FRIBA, of the firm of 
Nicholas. and Dixon-Spain, architects. of 
Hanover-square, W1. 

Mr. Dixon-Spain was responsible for a 
number of important buildings, including the 
State Medical School and Fuad-el-Awal 
Hospital in Cairo, the City Hall and Public 
Baths at Newcastle upon Tyne (with Mr. 
Charles Nicholas), the Church of St. Joan 
of Arc at Farnham, and the Church of St. 
Alphage at Hendon. He was a devout 
Roman Catholic, having been received into 
the Church in 1914, and since 1945 he had 
been largely engaged in designing primary 
and secondary modern Roman Catholic 
schools. 

In addition, Mr. Dixon-Spain also carried 
out domestic architectural work in Somerset- 
shire, Lincolnshire, Norfolk and Kent, while 
the partnership with which he was associated 
designed the New Gallery Cinema, Regent- 
street, W1; also 119-121, Regent-street 
(jointly with Messrs. Sir Henry Tanner) and 
121a-125, Regent-street (fagade by Sir John 
Burnet and Partners). 

Mr. Dixon-Spain had a_ distinguished 
military career, serving in the South African 
War and both World Wars. He held the 
rank of lievtenant-colonel. 


CRICKET 
AA Win Open Game 


IN THE OPENINS GAME of the season, the 
AA Cricket XI won a close match with the 
Vitruvians by 3 wickets. The Boreham 
Wood ground was in its usual excellent 
condition, and in spite of intermittent 
showers and a cold wind there was some 
good cricket. Boyd batted well for the 
Vitruvians, Dalton (3 for 10) being the best 
AA bowler. Howard, Colleymore and 
Thomas gave the AA a useful start, and 
though Mudie: (4 for 40) and Franklyn 
bowled accurately, the AA got safely home 
in spite of three wickets falling when eight 
runs were wanted. The fielding on both 
sides, considering the chilly conditions, was 
creditable. 


Scores : 
VITRUVIANS 

R. Mudie run out... 2 
D. Boswell lbw b Arrand .. 11 
W. Bryant c Winkley b Nicholls 0 
A. Boyd c Case b Dalton .. “3 46 
F. Matthews c Colleymore b Aquilas 6 
W. Franklin b Dalton a xe 13 
F. H. C. Tatham c Howard b Case 2 
A. Watts c Nicholls b Howard .. 1 
I. M. Leslie ¢ CoHeymore b- Dalton 0 
W. A. K. Faldo not out ae 2 
Extras .. 4 on a 

Total - & 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 

Howard b Maudie RS | 
Winkley b Mudie .. 0 
Colleymore b Mudie .. 12 
Thomas c sub b Franklyn .. 13 
Arrand c Franklyn b Mudie 12 
Knott run out ae ret 9 
Dalton c Leslie b Franklyn «. . 5 
Case not out na 4 4 
Nicholls not out ne 1 
Gibson did not bat 
Aquilas- did not: bat 
Extras i ne ano Be 

Total (for 7 wkts.) 90 
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Philip Webb and Norman Shaw 


DISCUSSION AT THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 


"THE work of Philip Webb and Norman 

Shaw was the subject of a lecture and 
discussion at the Architectural Associa- 
tion, 36, Bedford-square, WC1, on April 
27. Mr. Peter Shepheard, ARIBA (presi- 
dent, of the Association), was in the chair 
and the lecture was delivered by. Mr. 
John Brandon-Jones, ARIBA. 

The lecture was abundantly illustrated 
by lantern slides and in fact consisted 
of these with explanation and comments. 
Mr. BRANDON-JONES said he would have 
liked to lecture on the work of Lutyens, 
but he did not think people could appre- 
ciate Lutyens without first going through 
the work of Webb and Shaw. He had 
been brought up to look up to Lethaby 
and Lutyens, and had found they had a 
great admiration for the work of Webb 
and Shaw. Ruskin also was a teacher 
for whom he (Mr. Brandon-Jones) had 
a great respect. A great deal of the work 
of Webb and Shaw was misunderstood, 
and this was especially the case with 
Webb. Sometimes one heard of him as 
a pioneer of the modern movement; but 
although Webb was a friend of William 
Morris and treasurer of a Socialist organi- 
sation, his work as an architect was not 
at all revolutionary. The Red House 
might have been designed by Street. 

An illustration of the Red House was 
shown. Commenting on this, the lecturer 
said that “some rooms facing north, and 
labelled sitting-rooms, had not been de- 
signed as sitting-rooms at all: one 
was intended to be an occasional bed- 
room, and another a waiting-room. The 


drawing-room faced north, this orienta- 


tion being chosen because the decoration 
would have been spoiled by sunlight. In 
one of Webb’s sketch books was a draw- 
ing of a little school building by Butter- 
field, and it was obvious that at the time 
Webb was working on the Red House he 
was looking at Butterfield’s work.” 

Other slides were shown, among them 
one illustrating the fact that Webb had a 
great respect for any existing building, 
and was not willing to dwarf it into in- 
significance by putting larger and more 
pretentious work beside it. Sometimes he 
was induced by this reluctance to cut up 
and spoil his own work so as to preserve 
parts of.an original old house. 


THE VIEW OUTSIDE 


Showing photographs of a _ house 
erected about 1863 or 1864, the lecturer 
said that it was typical of Webb that in 
this case the only sketch he made was one 
of the view outside. Webb was greatly 
interested in what the occupant would 
see from the windows, but cared little 
as to what would be seen by anyone 
looking at the house itself. 

“A feature of Webb’s work was his 
fondness for local material,” the speaker 
continued. “In one case the clay from 
which the bricks were made was dug out 
of the site. Thirty years later Lutyens 
adopted this idea in a house in York- 
shire. Webb’s house survives in some- 
thing like its original condition. The 
bricks are an interesting red colour, and 


you may see similar bricks in a village 
near by. Webb spent a lot of time study- 
ing the work in any neighbourhood where 
he was going to build. 

“When Webb left Street’s office and set 
up on his own account Norman Shaw 
remained. As they grew older the work 
of both became less romantic and more 
formal. Shaw remained under the roman- 
tic tradition longer than Webb, but in 
his later years his work was rather of a 
Queen Anne type. Much of Webb’s work 
was on the grand scale; and the great 
houses that he built are not wanted now. 
Some of them are used as institutions of 
one kind or another, others disappear 
one by one. Webb’s later work was 
lighter than his earlier. He got away from 
the Victorian gloom of the earlier 
periods.” 

One slide showed an interior with a 
ventilating duct. Mr. Brandon-Jones ex- 
plained that Webb followed Voysey in 
having great faith in a ventilation flue. 
He would not rely entirely on the chim- 
ney. 

Not all Webb’s work was domestic. 
Among his industrial clients were Bell 
Brothers, for whom he built offices at 
Port Clarence, County Durham, and 
other offices at Zetland-road, Middles- 
brough. 


SHAW’S “GENIUS” 


Mr. JoHN BETJEMAN said he had a 
weakness for Norman Shaw, Philip Webb 
came to the end of his development while 
Norman Shaw went on. That was the 
difference between talent and genius: 
talent died at about 40 years of age, but 
genius went on, and some of Shaw’s finest 
work was among his latest. As early as 
1847 and 1848 he was building houses 
in local stone and other materials got in 
the neighbourhood. Street’s office was 
an inspiration to young men like Webb 
and Shaw. As to religion, Norman Shaw 
was high church, and Philip Webb was 
an atheist, but they had a sort of affinity. 
What he (Mr. John Betjeman) liked so 
much on the present occasion was that 
Mr. Brandon-Jones really loved what he 
was talking about. He liked Philip Webb 
and Norman Shaw as architects and as 
men. The house by Norman Shaw, at 
the corner of Queen’s Gate, was threat- 
ened with destruction. It was probably 
some of Shaw’s best work. 

Mr. RonaLpD Jones said that for eight 
years after 1900 he had lived in a Norman 
Shaw house. That house was one of four 
built for Tate, the sugar refiner, to be 
presented to members of his family. 
“ The one in which I lived was built for 
a son, and adjoining it was another built 
for a married daughter,” said Mr. Jones. 
“There was a subtle difference between 
the two, the one being formal and mascu- 
line and the other picturesque and rather 
feminine.” 

Passing round a photograph, Mr, Jones 
said that the planning was not axially 
symmetrical. The house was a collection 
of charmingly designed rooms with an 
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entrance hall tieing them all together. Ip 
some of his houses Shaw got an overall 
symmetry by having three equal gables 
at the top, but underneath the rooms had 
unsymmetrical windows. These were de- 
signed quite out of relation with each 
other, and in each case only in relation 
to the room in which the window be- 
longed. 


A HOUSE DESCRIBED 


“The house in which I lived,” Mr. R. 
Jones went on, “ had fireplaces at the end 
of rooms, with huge chimney-stacks 
making buttresses at each end of the 
house. The house faced south. The draw- 
ing-room was at one end with a big ingle- 
nook fireplace and a low ceiling. The 
sitting-room was in the middle and the 
dining-room at the other end. Beyond 
that were the kitchen quarters. On the 
first floor Shaw started from scratch 
again. He was fascinated by the possi- 
bilities of steel girders, because he did 
not have to carry the wall up if he used 
them. He planned each floor to suit the 
rooms. There was a rather fascinating 
staircase starting from a corner of the 
hall. It disappeared into a tunnel and 
came out again on the landing. Coming 
downstairs you were in the tunnel, and 
suddenly it burst upon you that you were 
in the hall. The first floor was on steel 
girders and had no relation with the floor 
below. There was'a billiards room where 
height was gained by lowering the floor. 
You went downstairs into this room.” 


A point of difference that arose in the 
discussion was as to the limits Norman 
Shaw set himself. Mr. RONALD JONES 
said he would design nothing but the 
house; he would not interest himself in 
furniture. Another speaker said Shaw 
designed some furniture. 


BRIDGING THE VOID 


Mr. JoHN KayYE said he was a member 
of the generation which had been trained 
in the Architectural Association since the 
war. He envied people whose family 
background had been Morris paper, 
furniture and so on. “The work of men 
like Philip Webb, particularly their 
attention to detailed design, comes to me 
as inspiration across the void that lies 
between them and the present genera- 
tion,” he said. “ Mr. Brandon-Jones has 
done a tremendous amount to hand on 
information about Webb and Shaw to 
students and architects of to-day. One of 
the saddest things that has been said in 
the lecture is that very few remain of 
the houses Shaw and Webb built. There 
is at the moment an exhibition being held 
in the house of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation: would it be possible for that 
exhibition to be expanded so as to give 
examples of furniture and so on of that 
period? ” 


Mr. ALEXANDER GRAY said that if 
people would like to see work by Philip 
Webb and Norman Shaw, in the South- 
wood Gardens, where Saint James’s 
Church had been restored, there was 
work by both of them as well as work by 
Wren. In the near vicinity there were 
examples both of early and late work by 
Shaw. There was also work by Lutyens. 
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ther. In TOWN EXPANSION agreement and willing co-operation between into step with the continued housing drive 
Overall ; all concerned. : and the rebuilding of overcrowded districts, 
gables SCHEMES On the question of green belts, Mr. Sandys this country will at last have a programme 
ms had TCPA Annual Meetin said:—I do feel very strongly that the that lives up to the planning and town- 
ere de- * : reed success of any policy of urban dispersal building powers that have already been 
h each THE annual general meeting of the Town depends on the existence of clearly defined enacted. And the aspirations of the far- 
relation and Country Planning Association’ green belts. . . . Around London we have sighted pioneers who started the Association 
ow be- was held on May 5 at the Planning Centre, made more progress than we have in the 50-odd years ago will at last be fulfilled. 
= rach pond tien Ee ck ae rest of the country. We are now very near 
t. Hon. r order, » presided. to the point of getting a satisfacto een . : 
The possibilities of the town expansion pelt at 10 miles wide all the a nai Report of Executive Committee 
Mr. R. schemes were referred to by MR. DUNCAN the Greater London area. THE FOLLOWING is an extract from the 
ie oud is gs g gal com ge Local A greater use of the Town Development report of the TCPA executive committee :— 
a , ting. Act was urged by Mr. F. J. Ossorn, chair- satinn? svitt 
/-stacks a reyes tg: A re ge he EyccdRtacing c we ey & - US » Cane The Asseciation’s activities have been 
of the Under these schemes small towns are man of the Association’s executive, who numerous onal lias nom pane Ae an 
e draw- = regg* to relieve large and overgrown said: — increasing influence in shaping national 
g ingle- cities. The Minister said:— ‘ A great new effort to operate the accepted policy. The most important manifestation 
. The ' Assurances are needed that steps are being dispersal policy is urgently needed. It should of this influence has been the way in which, 
ind the taken to ensure that if these schemes are include a determined use, with a lead from after passing through periods of opposition 
Beyond carried out the cities are doing everything the Government, of the Town Development nd later, tepid acceptance, the new towns 
On the in their power to see that people going out Act, a number of additional new towns, and are now recognised on all sides as an out- 
scratch are not immediately replaced by others a more definite coherent and energetic policy standing success. Nevertheless, the execu- 
» possi- coming in. It is against that background for the re-location of over-concentrated tive wish to stress that is only a stepping- 
he did ye I am looking very critically at the industries and businesses. A real oppor- stone for a much greater effort. New towns 
ne used development plans of the big cities in regard tunity for the wider use of the Town are the ideal means for creating better living 
suit the to the acreage which they propose to desig- Development Act is presented by the and working conditions. Those already 
‘inating nate or zone for industry and commercial decision of the Government to make 50 per started can, however, solve only part of the 
of the offices. cent. grants for main services and to relieve problem. The real nature of the problem is 
rel and _ We have every reason to hope that export- dispersing authorities of any liability for ly sh hen there i i 
mm & : rah ba . OF only shown when there is scrutiny of the 
Soming ing and receiving authorities will benefit rate-borne, subsidies after 10 years. And position in Greater London, the Birmingham 
el, and from town expansion. The exporting cities the practical experience gained by the staffs area, the Manchester area, Merseyside and 
yu were obviously get relief from their congestion of the 14 new towns is now available for Clydeside. Recent estimates for the period 
m steel and the receiving authorities get an increase further towns on the same lines. up to 1971 give the overspill of the London 
1e floor in their industrial activity and an increase We regard the Town Development Act conurbation at 472,100, Birmingham at 
1. where in their rateable. value. The larger popula- decision and the announcement of a firm 203,600, Manchester at 226,650 Liverpool 
e floor. tion means greater prosperity and, what is green-belt policy as of the utmost import- at 112,200 and Glasgow at 300,000. These 
ym.” perhaps most important of all to many ance—the most éncouraging sign we have vast figures could only, as has frequently 
ie si people, better amenities of all kinds. had yet that the Minister means business. been demonstrated, be fractionally reduced 
“Sosa I do repeat that the success of this whole If the machinery for the location of industry py building upwards, which is a most 
Jones policy of town expansion depends on mutua] can be improved and its operation brought undesirable policy both socially and finan- 
ut the cially. 
et in HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS During the past year Parliament has 
aw 4 ; i i : 
Figures for First Quarter of 1955 increased the borrowing powers of the four 
: ; “A teen new town corporations from £150m. to 
T= Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister £250m. This is to be welcomed and as 
of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland, show that the regards progress, the executive committee 
number of a houses completed in Great Britain during March was 37,921 compared warmly applaud ‘eo work of the new town 
with 33,709 in March, 1954. : on as 
nember In the first three months of 1955, 82,233 permanent houses were completed compared with C°™Porations. The rate of house building 
trained 78,090 in the same period of 1954. is now as speedy as is desirable, and it is 
nce the Detailed figures at the end of March were: most gratifying that in spite of all the diffi- 
family 1 culties of synchronisation, industry has come 
paper, PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS a in fast enough to employ the new popula- 
of men (Including war-destroyed dwellings rebuilt) tion. The executive committee, nevertheless, 
their decsiaer-Shiinane Wiccs die anes Whase consider it their duty to utter some warn- 
3 to me ings. There still seems doubt as to whether 
att ties Pistohae - | Completions | Post-war Completions the Board of Trade’s policy pays as much 
genera- ah | nie in 1985 t0 man. | Cee ee attention to dispersal as it should. More- 
nes has 1955 . 1955 March 31 _— over, the Association would like to see more 
and on Local authoritiest | 1,530,503 | 27,526 56,530 | 1,319,329 | 24,935 49,352 attention given to the problem of decen- 
1aw to Private builders cet Ges] SOL 8,600 22,067 376,029 9,065 21,232 tralising other forms of employment than 
Housing associations 34,714 1,256 2,118 33,742 1,237 : : : ploy 
One of Government departments ‘..| 49,000 "539 1,518 44,673 "429 140g _—«the ‘exclusively industrial. 
ern pe Total 2,004,888 37,921 82,233 | 1,773,773 34,666 74,091 The second vehicle of decentralisation, 
ain oO which was essentially complementary to 
wee PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION the new towns policy, is the Town 
=! oo (Including war-destroyed dwellings) Development Act. The executive com- 
: mittee stress very strongly its importance. 
a that GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES Such a policy, however, can only be suc- 
give cessful if it has the support of strong 
Und. Und Und Und Unde Unde rs : 
of that construction construction conspraction construction construction construction pei oe me = particular —— 
at at at at a a ous financial contributions towar 
that if March St, | Deg 2le | Seg | Mase | isa | “Tose” — capital a ip services as the an 
’ Philip — contemplated. e executive point out that 
,181 202,311 219,299 147,078 168,698 182,715 ; : 
South. Peat wothochiast “8 m0! 7353 matt 75°978 72,821 74.108 the palo ae will “ ye — ee 
James’s ousing associations ¥ 5 , is ‘ » process since the use of the Act in place o 
fe was Government departments 8,685 8,636 8,759 7,67 7,578 7,561 development at higher densities in central 
rork by Total ... 270,129 291,477 312,135 234,067 253,750 271,133 areas can be expected: to save the Govern- 
© were “Cmd. 9455 Housing Return for England and Wales, March 31, 1955. H.M. Stationery Office, price 1s, 3d. Ment about £3m. in housing subsidies for 
ork by Post-free 1s. 43d. t every 10,000 persons needing to be housed 
*Cmd. 9454 Housing Return for Scotland, March 31, 1955. H.M. Stationery Office, price 9d, Post-free 10}d. 4 


at public expense. 


utyens. +In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association, 
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LCCe 


Road Widening Scheme 


AN opportunity has arisen in connection 

with the demolition of a block of pro- 
perty fronting Oxford-street, St. Marylebone, 
to carry out a widening of Portman-street 
and Granville-place. Portman-street, which 
carries a heavy volume of traffic including 
six busy bus routes, is about 47 ft..wide at 
this part and forms the complementary 
one-way street to Orchard-street, which is 
60 ft. wide. 

The widening scheme proposed by the 
town planning committee would allow the 
addition of a 10 ft. strip to Portman-street 
and so provide for three lanes of traffic. The 
Transport Ministry have agreed to the 
scheme being undertaken this year. Land 
acquisition for the scheme will cost about 
£60,000. 


Planning Sub-committees 


THE town planning committee have 
appointed the following sub-committees :— 
Architectural and historical buildings, etc. 
(which is also to consider matters relating 
to the production and publication of the 
“Survey of London”); a development plan 
sub-committee (which is also to consider the 
layout and progress of neighbourhood units 
in comprehensive development areas and 
other schemes of comprehensive develop- 
ment); a district surveyors’ selection sub- 
committee; a London Building Acts (appeals) 
sub-committee (to consider any appeals 
against decisions of district surveyors under 
section 86 of the London Building Acts 
(Amendment) Act, 1939) and a special sub- 
committee to consider the control of build- 
ings in areas of high fire risk. 


Architect's Staff 


PROPOSED CHANGES in the staffing of the 
planning division of the LCC. architect’s 
department is recommended by the establish- 
ment committee. Their report states: — 

As a result of a review of the staffing and 
organisation of the planning division of the 
architect’s department consequent on the 
recent approval by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government of the Administrative 
County of London Development Plan, a 
reorganisation of the planning division js, 
we think, desirable. There are many diffi- 
cult tasks to be handled by the division in 
connection with the implementation of the 
Plan and with the further consideration of 
the points and modifications made by the 
Minister when giving his approval. More- 
over, applications for development are still 
increasing in number and _ complexity. 
Further reports are to be submitted regard- 
ing the detailed staffing organisation, but in 
the meantime we are satisfied that the senior 
staff positions and their responsibilities 
should now be adjusted to meet require- 
ments. 

At present the senior planning officer in 
charge of the division is assisted by four assist- 
ant senior planning officers, one in charge of 
each of four groups, viz., development con- 
trol, reconstruction areas, development plan, 
and information and research. A regrouping 
is proposed by forming a policy and general 
group (in which be concentrated all plan- 
ning policy on a county basis), under an 
officer to be designated senior group officer, 
who would also act as deputy to the senior 
planning officer. 
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For this new grade an appropriate scale of 
annual salary will be £1,575—£75—£1,875. 
For matters relating to particular projects 
and areas and al] aspects of planning in 
those areas it is proposed to establish three 
geographical groups, viz., north-western, 
north-eastern and southern planning groups, 
each under an officer to be designated group 
planning officer with a scale of annual salary 
£1,350—£50—£1,550—£75—£1,700. The 
proposed positions will be in substitution for 
the four existing positions of assistant senior 
planning officer. 

The scale of salary proposed for group 
planning officers would also be appropriate 
for one position of assistant senior architect 
employed in charge of ‘theatre work 
in the architect’s department, to be 
redesignated assistant senior architect 
(theatres), and for the grades of assistant 
senior valuer in the valuation department 
and senior technical officer in the parks 
department. For these grades the existing 
inclusive scale is £1,275—£63 15s.—£1,530. 


LAND AND PROPERTY 
OWNERS 


The Annual Lunch 


Me. W. F. DEEDES, Parliamentary 

Secretary to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, when he addressed 
the members of the Association of Land 
and Property Owners at their annual 
luncheon at Grosvenor House, Park Lane, 
on May 4, said that, even with a general 
election imminent, he felt he must emphasise 
how much more there remained to be done 
in the field of housing. It was important 
that this point should be stressed and for 
him to tell them how very fully the Govern- 
ment recognised the fact. 

The building of two million houses since 
the war, and about one million of them 
during the period of the Conservative 
Government, was really no more than a 
preliminary to their turning their attention 
to that very large field of property on which 
time had laid a heavy hand. In passing he 
mentioned that the rate of house building 
was now running at about 350,000 a year. 
But what most concerned the Ministry was 
this most intractable field of all. 

He was glad to report, however, that the 
campaign against the slums was now well 
under way. Perhaps, by next August, a 
million slum dwellings would have been 
dealt with, but it was as yet too early to 
forecast that figure with certainty. 

There was, though, no doubt that good 
progress was being made as_ regards 
improvements and conversions. Compared 
with the fact that there still remained as 
many as three million houses which were 
known to lack modern amenities, it was, 
perhaps, a little platitudinous for him to 
record that three times as many grants for 
improvement and conversion had been paid 
out last year as had been paid out im the 
preceding five years; but it did show that 
they were, at any rate, trying to grapple 
with the problem. 

“THE NEW INDUSTRIAL ERA” 

Mr. Deedes then spoke of the new indus- 
trial era which was now dawning, with its 
gleaming modern factories of glass and 
other amenities which were going up all 
over the country, and said it was a sad 


commentary on the situation when he had to’ 
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refer to the fact that the new dwellings for 
industrial workers were’ not keeping pace 
with the factory buildings. By the side of 
the new factories the old, small villas looked 
sadly out of keeping with the spirit of the 
new industrial age. 

In conclusion, he quoted what the Con- 
servative manifesto had to say about hous- 
ing and said it was the intention of the 
Government to carry these aspirations into 
effect. 

Presiding at the luncheon, Lorp Buck- 
MASTER, the President, said that members of 
the Association did not regard landlords as 
being mere rent collectors. They felt they 
had a task and a duty to provide houses for 
the people of this country to live in. What 
was more, in carrying out that task they 
had made it their purpose to ensure that the 
properties for which they were responsible, 
whether houses or flats, should be kept in 
such a state of repair that the tenants would 
be glad and proud to call them homes. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


At the annual. general meeting of the 
Association before the luncheon, Viscount 
Buckmaster was re-elected president; Lord 
Brocket, Mr. R. D. Stafford Charles, FRICS, 
Sir Richard Costain; CBE, and Sir Frederick 
Minter, KCVO, were re-elected vice-presi- 
dents; and Mr. Ian A. Mactaggart, Mr. 
C.. H. R. Reeves, Mr. T. J. Cullen were 
re-elected to the Council. Mr. G. A. 
Coombe, MC, P-PRICS, and Mr. A. Ken- 
nedy Kisch, who had been co-opted to the 
Council during the year, were confirmed in 
their appointments. 


EXPERT INSPECTION OF 
CHURCHES 


New Measure Discussed 


A CHURCHWARDEN’S “ hunch” could 

never be a wholly satisfactory substitute 
for professional knowledge in regard to the 
care of churches, said Mr. Ivor BuLMER- 
THomas, chairman of the Historic Churches 
Preservation Trust, on May 7, at Church 
House, Westminster. 

The Inspection of Churches measure, 
which recently received the royal assent, 
required the drawing up within three years 
of a scheme for the inspection of churches 
by an architect at least once in five years, 
he said. If the measure was loyally accepted 
it could be the biggest revolution that had 
taken place in the care of churches. “It 
does not follow, however, that defects will 
be remedied simply by being pointed out, 
because for that money is needed,” he added. 

Lorp MoTTISTONE, FRIBA, thought that 
the measure was lamentably late. Many 
historic churches were falling into ruins 
because our ancestors made no provision to 
maintain them before they became historic. 
He thought that it was not generally realised 
that the death-watch beetle did not attack 
sound and permanently dry timber. 

The aim must be to keep church buildings 
continuously dry. “Though we rather like 
it, the old, musty smell of country churches 
is a sure sign that they are damp because of 
stagnant air, and need ventilation,” he said. 

“Cold, dry, and draughty is the best form 
of air conditioning. But I realise that this 
is unacceptable, and, therefore, if you must 
have heat look to its efficiency so that the air 
really does circulate.” 








May 13 


C 


Researc 


LE 
and 
lands” ‘ 
Haas, ¢ 
auspices 
tural Co 
Enginee: 
SWi, o1 
Profes 
little re 
carried ¢ 
second | 
importa! 
laboratic 
columns 
After 
arose. T 
Scientifi 
search ¢ 
scale ste 
liability 
parison 
possible. 
trated Ic 
data ded 
Resea: 
consider 
cated bi 
purpose. 
national 
problem 
was dra 
that the 
They 
groups: 
search 
material 
applicati 
Researcl 
by a § 
engineer 
problem 
TNO. 
Sevent 
several r 
It is beli 
of carry: 
Severa 
including 
lating cil 
concrete. 
the lectu 
On th 
Haas sa 
greatly i 
new con: 
after the 
supply a 
importec 
increasec 
tendency 
that a si 
was reqt 
The i 
led to the 
as a rul 
and a ty] 
standard 
ing of 
joint. 
Severa 
demolish 
cast in si 
cast unit 


1955 


s for 
pace 
de of 
yoked 
f the 


Con- 
hous- 
f the 
} into 


3UCK- 
rs of 
ds as 

they 
»s for 
What 

they 
it the 
sible, 
pt in 
vould 


f the 
count 
Lord 
RICS, 
Jerick 
presi- 
, Mr. 
were 
mA. 
Ken- 
‘oO the 
ied in 


OF 


could 
stitute 
to the 
ILMER- 
urches 
‘hurch 


-asure, 
assent, 
years 
urches 
years, 
cepted 
at had 
et 
ts will 
d out, 
added. 
nt that 
Many 
ruins 
sion to 
istoric. 
ealised 
attack 


ildings 
er like 
urches 
use of 
e said. 
t form 
at this 
u must 
the air 








May 13 1955 


CONCRETE IN THE 
NETHERLANDS 


Research and Construction Described 


A LECTURE on “Concrete Research 
and Construction in the Nether- 
lands” was given by Proressor A. M. 
Haas, of Delft University, under the 
auspices of the Joint Committee on Struc- 
tural Concrete, at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, Great George-street, London, 
§Wi, on May 11. 

Professor Haas said that comparatively 
little research in concrete had been 
carried out in the Netherlands before the 
second world war, the only work of any 
importance being that carried out in col- 
laboration with Dr. von» Emperger on 
columns. 

After 1945 many practical problems 
arose. The National Council for Applied 
Scientific Research (TNO) carried out re- 
search on flat slabs by using a reduced 
scale steel model; this verified the re- 
liability of a new theory and made com- 
parison with foreign design methods 
possible. The behaviour under concen- 
trated loads was investigated and design 
data deduced from the observations. 

Research on concrete was extended 
considerably after funds had been allo- 
cated by the cement industry for this 
purpose. Under the auspices of the 
national “ Betonvereniging” a list of 
problems on which research was needed 
was drawn up, and it was from this list 
that the projects were chosen. 

They had been classified into four 
groups: research on various theories; re- 
search into the behaviour of the 
materials; research on the structural 
applications; and research on the site. 
Research on each project was carried out 
by a small committee consisting of 
engineers interested in the particular 
problem, assisted by an engineer of the 
TNO. 

Seventeen committees were at work and 
several reports will be published this year. 
It is believed that this is a unique method 
of carrying out research on concrete. 

Several of the subjects investigated, 
including a simplified method of calcu- 
lating circular shells, and the vibration of 
concrete, were described in the course of 
the lecture. 

On the constructional report Professor 
Haas said that post-war conditions had 
greatly increased the use of concrete in 
new construction. For the first few years 
after the war, timber was in very short 
supply and, furthermore, steel had to be 
imported. These conditions led to the 
increased use of precast concrete, this 
tendency being accelerated by the fact 
that a smaller amount of skilled labour 
was required. 

The increasing volume of traffic had 
led to the construction of highways which, 
as a rule, were constructed of concrete, 
and a type had been developed which was 
standard with regard to thickness, grad- 
ing of materials, finish and types of 
joint. 

Several arch bridges which were 
demolished during the war—all originally 
cast in situ—had been repaired using pre- 
Cast units. 
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Illustrations of several multi-storey 
buildings erected using flat slab con- 
struction were shown, together with a 
number of notable concrete structures 
built in Rotterdam. 

Precast concrete, such as factory-made 
“shock-crete”” and vibrated concrete 
units, had found a wide field of applica- 
tion in the Netherlands and also as an 
article for export. 

Of particular note were the new con- 
crete tunnels—one under the river Maas 
[described in The Builder of February 
19, 1954] and one (under construction) 
under the North Sea Canal. The first 
is a road tunnel built by floating out pre- 
cast units and sinking them into position. 
The other had both road and rail tunnels. 

In order to speed the repair of the sea 
dykes in the area flooded in 1952, a large 
number of huge pontoons, or caissons, 
were built, which were later floated and 
sunk into place. These proved to be of 
immense value. 

The use of prestressed concrete began 
in the Netherlands as late as 1949 but, 
since that date, its applications have been 
numerous. Among notable prestressed 
structures might be mentioned a large 
windowless factory, several bridges (in 
particular the Amstel Bridge) and a large- 
span prestressed north-light shell struc- 
ture. Pictures of these structures were 
shown. 


FATAL FALL THROUGH 
ROOF 


Jury's Rider at Birmingham Inquest 


MAN who fell 28 ft. through the roof 

at a Hockley, Birmingham, factory, 

was not using the safety devices provided, 

a Birmingham inquest was told on Friday, 
April 29. 

The jury added a rider to their “ Acci- 
dental Death” verdict that “men working 
on roofs should be strictly supervised at all 
times to see they are using all the safety 
precautions possible.” 

Earlier they had heard a witness agree 
with the Coroner (Mr. G. Billington), that 
the man, Leo Murtha (aged 30), of 52, 
Tideswell-road, Great Barr, Birmingham, 
had taken “terrible risks” while working 
on the roof. 

The area manager of the Standard Patent 
Glazing Co., of Dewsbury, James Kirby, of 
516, Redditch-road, King’s Norton, said 
Murtha had worked for the firm as a patent 
glazier for more than two years, and was an 
experienced man. 

Murtha and two other men had been 
re-roofing the factory of Messrs. D. F. 
Taylor, at Hockley, Birmingham. Safety 
materials such as scaffolding, boards and 
ladders were available. 

When the Coroner asked him if he was 
satisfied the men were using the safety 
devices, he replied: “I would have to say 
no. They were not using the amount of 
scaffolding that was available.” 

Coroner: Did you tell them about it?— 
I must again say no. 

Mr. Kirsy said when he was called to the 
factory after the accident he found a pane 
of glass had been completely knocked out. 
The following day he found only one plank 
on the glazing; the other was found the 
other side of the building. 
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CoRONER: Well then, this man must have 
been working on this roof taking terrible 
risks.—I think so, yes. 

They are not supposed to walk on 
asbestos or glazing without those boards, are 
they?—No. 

CoRONER: I suppose it is the old, old 
storey of familiarity breeding contempt. Do 
the men, as a general rule, use the safety 
devices provided?—Some do and some 
don’t. I must admit I don’t use them my- 
self as much as I ought. 

Mr. Kirsy said later that his firm had 
issued a pamphlet giving guidance on how 
to work on roofs. Murtha had received a 
copy of this and had signed a receipt. . Had 
Murtha used the safety devices provided 
the accident would not have happened, Mr. 
Kirby added. 

GeorGE Buck, of King’s Heath, said he 
thought Murtha had gone to tighten a nut 
. the end of the ridge, crossing by the 

ars. 

_ CORONER : Don’t you use the plank?—No 
sir. We have to do so much climbing about 
over the roof and we are used to walking 
on the bars. 

“It is amazing to me more of you aren't 
killed,” commented the Coroner. 

BUCK said the first thing he knew was the 
sound of breaking glass. He looked round 
in time to see Murtha’s head disappearing 
through the hole. Buck said he thought 
Murtha must have slipped off the sooty 
bars through the roof. 

ALBERT WuitE, of Northfield, the other 
workman, was asked by the Coroner: “Is 
it a normal practice for you chaps not to 
use these planks? "—We normally use them, 
but you get over confident and think you 
are safe. I have been through a roof once, 
he replied. 

“Are you going to use these planks in 
future? ” the CoRONER asked. “I have 
finished the job now sir,” White replied. 

Summing up, the CoroNER commented: 
“I think one thing is obvious in this case, 
that these men engaged in this work on 
roofs want protecting from themselves.” 


PRODUCTION IN INDUSTRY 
1956 Exhibition to be Held 


THE SECOND Production Exhibition and 
Conference will be held at Olympia, London, 
from May 23 to 31, 1956. It will deal with 
productivity in British industry, and its im- 
portance in ensuring the country’s economic 
progress, 

The exhibition will be selective inasmuch. 
as exhibitors will show only methods by 
which production can be increased, or ways 
in which they have themselves improved pro- 
duction in their own planning or in other 
firms’ factories. It will again be held in 
conjunction with the conference of the Insti- 
tution of Production Engineers, which is. 
attended by production experts from every 
industrial field. The President-elect of the 
Institution of Production Engineers in 1956 
is Sir Leonard Lord, KBE, chairman of the 
British Motor Corporation. 

The first exhibition held in 1954 attracted 
much interest overseas and was attended by 
many foreign visitors, notably by interna- 
tional delegates of the European Produc- 
tivity Agency. Inquiries regarding the 1956. 
Exhibition should be made to Mr. S. D. 
Cooke, The Production Exhibition, Andry 
Montgomery, Ltd., 4, Vernon-place, WC1. 
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HOUSING CENTRE’S 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


Sites for the Next Million Houses 


(THE Housing Centre’s annual conference 
for 1955, which will again be held at 

County Hall, London, by courtesy of the 

LCC, is to take place on July 6, 7 and 8. 

The title, “The Next Million Houses: 
where are they to be?”, introduces the 
theme of the main sessions, The papers and 
sessions will consider to what extent large 
towns and conurbations, and smaller towns, 
should, and will, co-operate in solving on 
the one hand the problem of undue growth, 
and on the other hand the need for industrial 
expansion. 

Some fwo million new houses have been 
built since 1945. Present policies are direct- 
ing the attention of local authorities to slum 
clearance and the rehabilitation of central 
areas. This means that if the congested 
districts are to be redeveloped to provide 
good standard residential —_ buildings, 
adequate open space, and communal and 
transport facilities, some of the people at 
present living in them will have to move to 
other places. Since the war, houses built 
almost anywhere have met a need, Now it 
is more important, says the Housing Centre, 
that the next million houses should be placed 
where population and industry can find 
suitable facilities. All the papers in the 
conference will lead discussions on various 
aspects of this question. 


THE BUILDING EXHIBITION 


To Open on November 16 


MPHE 26th Building Exhibition will be held 
at Olympia, London, this year, from 
November 16 to 30, and an extensive range 
of building materials, plant and equipment 
will.be staged there by more than 50 indus- 
tries concerned with building. Over 600 
stands will occupy an area of 350,000 sq. ft., 
representing eight miles of exhibits. 

This year the exhibition will meet the 
demand for new ideas and equipment from 
an industry stronger now than at any time 
since the war, and facing record expansion 
in all kinds of building—housing, new fac- 
tories, schools, hospitals, power stations and 
defence installations. The emphasis will be 
on the new techniques, mechanised equip- 
ment for speedy production, newly developed 
materials and new ways of eonstruction. 

In each exhibition a special display deals 
with developments in a basic building 
material. In 1953 prestressed concrete was 
featured, and this year several firms are 
individually exhibiting this important tech- 
nique. The feature this year will be the 
use of Timber in Building. It is considered 
that this display will be of particular value 
in informing the younger builder and archi- 
tect in the uses of wood, especially hard- 
woods which have not been freely available 
in this country for many years. The 
governments of the timber-exporting coun- 
tries through the world are co-operating in 
making this feature of outstanding interest 
in focusing attention on new technical 
developments in the use of timber. 


MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT 


Otner displays will include the section 
devoted to new building techniques which 
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are making rapid advances in the building 
industry, and a number of systems for hous- 
ing, schools and industrial purposes will be 
shown. Noticeable this year will be the 
number of firms showing mechanical equip- 
ment. The industry is making increasing use 
of mechanical aids, and has been quick 
to see the value of the new powered equip- 
ment, such as dump trucks, mechanical 
diggers and excavators. More mechanical 
equipment will be exhibited this year than 
ever before. Another important section will 
be that covering wood-working machinery. 

The organisers anticipate that buyers from 
all over the world will be visiting the ex- 
hibition, which is to have world-wide pub- 
licity. Full commercial information services 
will be available for buyers from abroad, and 
a special lounge will be provided for their 
use where they can meet British manu- 
facturers. 

The exhibition is held under the patronage 
of HM the Queen Mother. As in 1953, 
it is being organised this year by Mrs. M. A. 
Montgomery, Hon. ARIBA, and her son, 
Mr. H. B. G. Montgomery. 


BRITISH CAST CONCRETE 
FEDERATION 


Lower Price Reported at Annual 
Meeting 


G PEAKING at the annual meeting of the 

British Cast Concrete Federation, MR. 
R. H. Bates, the president, gave details of 
developments in arrangements for training 
within the industry. In addition to the two 
residential training courses at Wexham, he 
said, courses for supervisory grades had been 
organised, commencing last autumn, at tech- 
nical colleges throughout the country under 
the zgis of the City and Guilds of London 
Institute, while the employers’ organisations 
had last autumn inaugurated a scheme of 
apprenticeship and training for draughts- 
men. 


On standards of quality, it was reported 
that the past year had been an outstandingly 
busy one in that no fewer than 14 British 
Standards had been either revised or were 
in course of revision, while two new 
standards had been published and a further 
two were in course of drafting for concrete 
products. 


THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Saunders) commented 
on the fact that published statistics indicated 
that the average price of their products had 
been slightly less in 1954 than in 1953. This 
showed that the advantages of mechanisation 
were being passed on to the consumer. 


New Council and Officers: Mr. Saunders, having 
served as chairman for two years, was succeeded by 
the vice-chairman, Mr. Eric S. Behn, ACA, while 
Mr. J. F. Bradford, MIStructE, was elected vice- 
chairman. 

The Council for the administrative year 1955-56 
comprises: 

London: J. F. Bradford (F. Bradford & Co., Ltd.), 
L$ agama W. B. Sykes (Stent Precast Concrete, 

t 

South Eastern: H. G. Mullard (Cowley Concrete 
Co., Ltd.); G. R. Saunders (Saunders (Ipswich), Ltd.); 
H. E. Whitbread (Atlas Stone Co., Ltd.). 

South Western: H. W. Hutchings (Wharf Lane 
Concrete Co., Ltd.); W. H. Tolley (Devon Concrete 
Works), Ltd.’ 

PR nse 1 : T. B. Redwood (Costain Concrete 
0., . 

East Midlands: D. A. Cappella co. Ltd.); 
R. F. Fearnley a Prestwich & Sons, Ltd.). 

West Midlands: Plant (Caldcrete, Ltd); + Wyn 


Edwards (Tarmac, Lid. si 
North Lid). C. P. Howden (Hull Concrete 
North Western: R. H. Bates (Ferroconcrete (Lancs), 


Stone Co. 
Ltd.), president; E "S. Behn (Forticrete, Ltd., chair- 
man); D. H. Marshall (S., Marshall & Sons, Ltd.). 
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Scotland: J. Beattie (Costain Concrete Co., Ltd. ); 
T. Graham Marr (secretary, SPCMA). 

Co-opted: O. A. Aisher ayn Tile Co., ex 
G. B. Brader (Trollope and Colls, Ltd.); 
Cotterell, My Nagar ay i Girling (Gi ‘tas 
Ferroconcrete Co., Ltd.); N. E. Spence (Croft Granite, 
Brick & Concrete Co., Ltd ), Past president; E. F 
Wettern (Mono Concrete Co., es Williams 
(Craig-yr-Hesg Quarries (Pontypridd), *Ltd.); plus a 
further representative from SPCMA and from the 
North Eastern branch. 


** PRODUCTION LEVELS” 


Managers’ Institute’s First Course 


4 PRODUCTION levels” was the theme 

of the first week-end school to be 
held by the Institute of Municipal Building 
Management, which took place recently at 
the Beatrice Webb House, Leith Hill, near 
Dorking. The course was attended by man- 
agers and senior officials of direct labour 
building organisations from various local 
authorities. 

In the first paper of the week-end, Mr. 
A. E. CHITTENDEN, of the Technical Infor- 
mation Section of the Ministry of Works, 
said that managers of building organisations 
must. organise their work so as to ensure 
the best possible progress or “ productivity ” 
with a good financial return. To this end, 
it was necessary to have at the outset a 
realistic programme and then to see to it 
that the programme was _ maintained 
throughout the progress of the work. 

Normally, said Mr. Chittenden, this pro- 
gress was coupled with a system of site cost- 
ing which indicated the progressive financial 
position of the contract from time to time, 
and the comparative unit costs of various 
operations. The failure of an ordinary cost- 
ing system, however, was that it was only 
a measure of the efficacy of the organisation 
as compared with the organisation’s own 
estimate. The speaker thought that it ought 
to be possible to introduce a more ready 
method of assessing the real efficiency of 
an organisation, and suggested the “ Man- 
month ” output as a suitable system. 

This was the monthly average value cf 
work executed by each man engaged by the 
organisation. The man-month was deter- 
mined as the average number of hours that 
operatives were available for work through- 
out the year after making allowances for 
holidays, sickness and weather conditions. 
The total monthly man-hours could be 
divided by this factor which would produce 
the equivalent man-month. This, in turn, 
divided into the value of work executed 
would give the man-month output level. 
This factor, of course, would need to e 
related to similar works executed by parallel 
organisations before the maximum use of 
the factor as a comparative yardstick of 
efficiency could reach its full value. 

The School then divided into two syndi- 
cates, the first to discuss the effect on pro- 
duction of labour supply, morale, continuity 
of employment, and incentives; the second 
to consider how production was affected by 
the employment of sub-contractors. In the 
same session, Mr. Hartley (Building Man- 
ager, Burnley). introduced a paper on the 
“Selection and Use of Plant,” and Mr. V. 
Allen (Building Manager, Hackney) pre- 
sented a paper on incentive schemes and 
costing methods. 

The second day of the School was devoted 
to “Problems of Site Management,” with 
discussions illustrated by films and slides on 
the placing and handling of materials. The 
last formal session of the day was concerned 
with the use of tower cranes. 





May 1 


A S] 
m 
particu 
factorie 
in the. 
Miss 
the det 
ber, 19 
under « 
tory Sp 
were bi 
was do 
the un 
cent. Ce 
In Lor 
buildin 
of the 
40,240, 
Fron 
been a 
Under 
had be 
Develo 
Scotlan 
of nev 
Under 
area, V 
ployme 
space | 
Wha 
Was it 
if not, 
propos 
Cumbe 
only wv 
people 
many | 
tories. 
ing ne\ 
go out: 
their ir 
forthco 
Wha' 
to enst 
to be « 
be assi 
where 
there v 
There |} 
ready t 
Labour 
cent. ¢ 
Develo 
only 18 
taken 
Goverr 
1,500,00 
was co 
much 1 
present 
tinue t 
“ No.” 
Ther 
factory 
queue 
was nm 
vance | 
represe: 
of Tra 
tories? 
like to 


MR. 
Secreta 
would ¢ 


3 1955 


CO., Ltd.); 
70., Ltd.); 
im F. 
(Girlings 
ft Granite, 
nt; E. F, 
Williams 
-); plus a 
from the 


LS” 
ourse 


e theme 
1 to be 
Building 
rently at 
ill, near 
by man- 
t labour 
us local 


nd, Mr. 
il Infor- 
~ Works, 
nisations 
> ensure 
ictivity ”’ 
this end, 
outset a 
ee to it 
intained 


his pro- 
site cost- 
financial 
to time, 
various 
Ary cost- 
yas only 
inisation 
n’s own 
it ought 
e ready 
ency of 
“ Man- 


value cf 
1 by the 
is deter- 
urs that 
through- 
nces for 
nditions. 
juld be 
produce 
in turn, 
*xecuted 
it level. 
di to he 
parallel 
use of 
stick of 


O syndi- 
On pro- 
mn tinuity 
- second 
scted by 

In the 
g Man- 
on the 
Mr. V. 
y) pre- 
nes and 


devoted 
t,” with 
lides on 
Is. The 
cerned 





May 13 1955 


IN PARLIAMENT 
Factory Building Policy 


A STRONG challenge to the Govern- 

ment’s policy in Development Areas, 
particularly in relation to the building of 
factories there, was made by the Opposition 
in the House of Commons on May 2. 

MISS MARGARET HERBISON, who opened 
the debate, said that at the end of Septem- 
ber, 1954, in the London Area there were 
under construction 12,330,000 sq. ft. of fac- 
tory space and in Scotland 6,210,000 sq. ft. 
were being built. Although in London there 
was double the amount under construction 
the unemployment in Scotland was 2.9 per 
cent. compared with 0.9 per cent in London. 
In London 18,212,000 sq. ft. of factory 
buildings had been completed since the end 
of the war: for Scotland the figure was 
40,240,000 sq. ft. 

From this it would be seen that there had 
been a reversal of policy by the Government. 
Under a Labour Government every effort 
had been made to take work to people in the 
Development Areas, and the result was that 
Scotland got more than twice the floor space 
of new factories compared with London. 
Under the present Government the London 
area, with a much smaller figure of unem- 
ployment, was getting double the factory 
space that Scotland was getting. 


What were the plans for Cumbernauld? 
Was it to be a dormitory area for Glasgow; 
if not, what action did the Government 
propose taking to ensure that in every sense 
Cumbernauld would be a new town, not 
only with houses but with jobs for the 
people who were to go there? In Glasgow 
many factories could be termed slum fac- 
tories. Many owners were desirous of find- 
ing new factory space, and were willing to 
go outside Glasgow to new factories taking 
their industries with them. Would help be 
forthcoming from the Board of Trade? 

What action had the Government taken 
to ensure that where great planning needed 
to be done industrialists in Glasgow would 
be assisted to take their factories to places 
where they would be welcome and where 
there would be a good life for the people. 
There had been no indication that they were 
ready to deal with that problem. When the 
Labour Government were in power 30 per 
cent. of all factory building was in the 
Development Areas, under this Government 
only 18 per cent of new factory building had 
taken place there. While the Labour 
Government were in power more than 
1,500,000 sq. ft. of advance factory building 
was completed in Scotland in addition to 
much more completed in other areas. The 
present Government had been urged to con- 
tinue that policy but the answer had been 
“No.” No reason had been given. 

There was an unsatisfied demand for small 
factory space, and the fact that there was a 
queue for vacant space showed that there 
was no risk in investing capital in ad- 
vance factories. Had any areas made any 
representations to the President of the Board 
of Trade about the building of such fac- 
tories? She believed they had, and would 
like to know the answer. 


_ CHALLENGE ACCEPTED 


Mr, Donatp Kaserry, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Board of Trade, said that he 
would accept Miss Herbison’s challenge. The 
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use of industrial development certificates 
could not compel industry to go to particu- 
lar places. It would be wrong if it could. 
All that could be done in the last resort was 
to refuse permission to expand or start a 
factory in a given area. That power must 
be carefully used. The proper location of 
a factory was something far more complex 
than it looked on a planning map. There 
was an infinite variety of factors involved, 
such as, for instance, transport, access to 
raw materials, markets, types of labour, 
availability of skilled management and tech- 


nicians, Those factors should not be 
brushed aside. 
New industrial developments in the 


Development Areas were at a high level. 
In the first quarter of this year 3,400,000 sq. 
ft. of factory space had been approved. More 
than 2,200,000 sq. ft. of Government financed 
factory building had been started fn those 
areas in 1954-55. Expenditure in the year 
had been £4,500,000, and approvals involved 
the sum of £6,500,000, which was the highest 
for six years. In the last three and a half 
years the Government had spent £12m. on 
their industrial estates, the companies of 
which now controlled 41,500,000 sq. ft. of 
factory space. 

In Scotland, among the major projects was 
a factory at Belshill, work on which was ex- 
pected to start during the next few weeks, 
and which would employ about 1,000 per- 
sons. There were large extensions providing 
work for many hundreds of persons on the 
Newhouse Estate and new factories at 
East Kilbride. 

Dealing with advance factories, he said 
that the Government’s policy had been to 
aim at matching industry with what a par- 
ticular area had to offer. Factories built in 
advance would not necessarily suit those 
who came along. They might require ex- 
tensive and expensive adaptations. The 
speed with which buildings could be pre- 
fabricated and erected was well known, but 
there was a danger that a building put up 
might remain empty for some time, involv- 
ing expense. The Government had not 
abandoned the advance factory programme, 


Referring to other works in Development 
Areas the Minister said that one development 
of great importance was a factory of 264,000 
sq. ft. to be erected at Newcastle. In 
North-east Lancashire the largest factory 
ever undertaken by the Board of Trade was 
being built, and a London firm had an- 
nounced its intention of building a large 
factory for the production of refrigerators. 

Mr. Percy COLLIcK said that he wanted 
to know how the Government proposed to 
get industries into the Development Areas 
now that they had abolished building con- 
trols. It was all very well stating what 
building had been going on in the Develop- 
ment Areas, but it was of little value unless 
at the same time they were told what was 
the amount of building in other areas. 

Mr. Kaserry said that of the amount of 
building done throughout the country 18 
per cent, was in Development Areas. That 
was the figure last year. 

Mr. COLLick said that the President of the 
Board of Trade had stated that the Develop- 
ment Areas had had 40 per cent, of the fac- 
tories built since the war. Now it was 18 
per cent. That was a condemnation of 
Government policy. If there were to be new 
factories why should they be built in Lon- 
don, in Birmingham. or other mass centres 
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of population where road transport and other 
problems were aggravated? There was 
every reason for going ahead with the build- 


* ing of new factories in the Development 


Areas. It had been urged on the Minister 
for a long time. 

Mr. Hervey RHopDeEs said that he took 
exception to private individuals and indus- 
trialists having the choice of what type of 
factory they should put up if it meant ex- 
cluding the Government from erecting any 
factories. There were areas where few or 
no factories were being built. There were 
factories in his constituency which were not 
suitable for modern machinery even for the 
industry for which they were being used. 
That problem needed tackling. Buildings 
had not kept pace with modern financial 
investment. They should be erected to 
house modern machinery or machinery for 
future industry which might be attracted 
there. What was the use of saying that the 
design and style of factories must be left 
to individual manufacturers if none was 
erected? If necessary legislation should be 
taken to enable action to be taken to build 
factories in certain areas, and got ready for 
their use. 


THE GOVERNMENT’S REPLY 


Mr. WATKINSON, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Labour, replying to the debate, 
said that it was the Labour Government in 
1951 which had postponed indefinitely any 
further advance factory building. It was not 
the policy of the Conservative Government 
to stop the building of those factories. They 
did not regard it as something which in any 
circumstances they should not do. There was 
no change of policy. They were prepared 
to ‘build as and when they thought the situa- 
tion justified it. Advance factory building 
was something to be held in reserve. Of the 
factory building in 1954, 18 per cent. had 
been in the Development Areas. That was 
the same as in 1949, 1950 and 1951. The in- 
dustrial development certificate was the most 
powerful control of all, and had been re- 
tained designedly. In the end one could 
stop a man, or his wife or a company from 
building a factory by the use of that control. 

Two American companies in Britain 
wished to extend their activities considerably 
and had said, in terms which left the Govern- 
ment in no doubt that they meant it, that 
unless they could extend their existing pre- 
mises they would build 6n the Continent 
where they had an arrangement to do so. 
In a case like that even the Opposition would 
issue a certificate. It was better to have 
more industry in the country even if it was 
not always in the right place than to lose 
it altogether. Wherever the Government 
could use the certificate control they intended 
to use it to see that factories went to 
Development Areas. 

Areas where there were old factories which 
would have to be knocked down if modern 
factories were to replace them presented a 
different problem. It was not necessarily 
something which the Government regarded 
as normal advance factory building. He 
could not commit them, but recognised that: 
it, was a matter which would have to be: 
faced by the next one. Mr. Rhodes had! 
been right in saying that modern techniques 
of constructing prefabricated buildings— 
known as sectional building in modulated 
standards—which could be put up quickly 
might prove to be an answer to the problem. 
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The Government felt that the money they 
had to spend might be far better spent on 
building factories for specific firms, both 
large and small, than on building speculative 
factories which might be empty for some 


time. The more factories that could be 
built the better. They would not impose 
any limit. 


Northern Ireland Development 


URING a debate on problems on 
employment in Northern Ireland on 
May 5, Major Lioyp-GeorGcE, the Home 
ecretary, referred to the activities that were 
being done there to provide factories and 
other employment. He said that since the 
war more than £5m. had been spent by the 
Northern Ireland Government to build 
factories, and there was a substantial pro- 
gramme of this type of construction, includ- 
ing the provision of advance factories, 
which were not being built in any other 
part of Great Britain. 

There was undoubtedly a need for 
increased expenditure on social investment 
building, particularly the building of houses, 
schools and hospitals. That would provide 
additional employment in addition to stimu- 
lating employment in other industries, and 
would help to make Northern Ireland more 
attractive to industry. The importance of 
pressing ahead as fast as possible in this 
matter was recognised by the Government 
there, and their investment programme 
envisaged an increased expenditure on new 
building from £17,500,000 in 1954-55 to 
£20m. in 1955-56. The building of hospitals 
and schools was showing a rising trend. 

Expenditure on housing had fallen from 
the peak it reached in 1952-53, partly 
because of difficulties in obtaining suitable 
sites for development in and around Belfast. 
Methods of overcoming this and other 
obstacles were being considered, and it was 
hoped to bring about an increase in the 
number of houses built during the next 
few years. The estimates of the Ministry 
of Commerce showed that £2,600,000 was 
expected to be spent for factory building 
in 1955-56, compared with £1,500,000 last 
year, and there would be increased work 
on roads and harbours. At Belfast harbour 
work would be carried out in 1955-56 esti- 
mated at about £2m., which would enor- 
mously help the efficiency of that port, 
Work on all kinds of building was expected 
to be up by 20 per cent. this year compared 
with last year, which would bring sub- 
stantially increased employment to the 
building and constructional trades. 

He explained that the Minister of Com- 
merce had power to make grants or loans 
to new or expanding undertakings to assist 
with the provision of basic services or to 
hold or secure factories or sites for lease 
or sale to manufacturers. Since the war 
more than £1m. in grants and £500,000 in 
loans had been made for that purpose. The 
Board of Trade worked in close co-operation 
with the Minister of Commerce, and in 
many ways the progress made in attracting 
new firms to Northern Ireland has been 
encouraging. The Minister of Commerce 
was also empowered to pay grants of two- 
thirds of the cost of approved schemes of 
re-equipment and modernisation undertaken 
by firms between 1950 and 1957, and more 
than 400 applications had been received. of 
which 240 have been for improvements 
involving grants totalling up to £4,250,000. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
HOUSE COMPLETIONS 


WING-COMMANDER BUuLLUS_ asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment how many new houses had been built 
in England and Wales from October, 1951, 
until the latest available date. 

Mr. DuNCAN SANDys, replying on May 3, 
said: Between October, 1951, and March, 
1955, 903,563 houses have been completed 
in England and Wales. 

WING-COMMANDER BULLUS asked what the 
figure was for Great Britain during the same 
period. 

Mr. Sanpys: For Great Britain, since the 
Government have been in office well over 
1,000,000 houses have been completed. 

Mr. Douctas Jay suggested that out of 
the number of houses completed since 
October, 1951, many had been commenced 
before that date, and asked if the Ministe 
could say how many. : 

Mr. SAnpDys agreed that the figure in- 
cluded houses begun before that date, but 
added that at the end of March, 1955, the 
carry-over of the Government was consider- 
ably greater than that they had inherited 
from the Labour Government. 


RURAL WATER SUPPLIES 


COMMANDER MAITLAND asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government how 
much money was spent on rural water sup- 
plies in 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953 and 
1954. 

Mr. W. P. DEeDEs, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, stated on May 3: I regret that 
figures of the money spent are not available. 
Figures of the total capital cost of the rural 
water supply schemes started in each of 
those years in England and Wales are 
respectively, £6m.; £7.4m.; £6.3m.; £6.6m.; 
£5.9m.; and £8.2m. 

COMMANDER MAITLAND asked how much 
was spent on rural sewage disposal in the 
same years. 

Mr. DEEDES stated that figures of the 
total capital cost of the rural sewerage 
schemes started in England and Wales in 
those years were.—£3.1m.; £4.3m.; £5.8m.; 
£3.4m.; £4.9m.; and £7.2m. 


BUILDING LABOUR FORCE 


Mr. SparKS asked the Minister of Works 
how many building workers were employed 
on average in the construction of houses, 
schools and industrial projects in each cate- 
gory in 1951 and for each subsequent year 
to the nearest convenient date; and what 
percentage each bore to the total building 
labour force. 

Mr. NIGEL BircH, in a written reply on 
May 3, gave the following monthly averages 
of labour employed in the ‘building and 
civil engineering industry in Great Britain. 
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SALE OF COUNCIL HOUSES 


On May 3, Mr. SORENSEN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment approximately how many local 
authorities had made available for purchase 
houses owned by them; and how many had 
been sold. 

Mr. Sanpys: Up to the end of March, 
3,387 council houses have been sold by 288 
local authorities in England and Wales. 


PLANNING ACT CLAIMS 


Mr. MacCoii asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government how many 
claims had been established for the pur- 
poses of the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1954; what was the total value of the 
claims; and what was the total area repre- 
sented by the claim holdings. 

Mr. SANDys: Compensation under the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1954, is 
based on claims established under the 1947 
Act. These had to be submitted before 
July, 1949. In respect of England and 
Wales there were about 415,000 of such 
established claims representing a _ total 
development value of about £350m. Infor- 
mation about the area to which they relate 
is, I am afraid, not available. 


BUILDING ACCIDENT RATE 


Dr. BARNETT STROSS asked the Minister 
of Labour to what causes he attributed the 
increase in the accident rate in the building 
industry by 50 per cent. between 1948 and 
1953, in spite of the introduction of his 
regulations in 1948; and how he proposed to 
lower the rate at which men were injured in 
this industry. 

Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Labour, in a reply on 
May 3, said: The apparent increase in the 
accident rate in building operations can be 
attributed, in part at least, to the efforts 
constantly being made by the factory 
inspectorate to secure a better understand- 
ing by employers of their obligation to 
report accidents in accordance with the 
provisions of the Factories Act. Fatal 
accidents, which are reported almost with- 
out exception, have not increased. 

The accident rate will be reduced by 
better observance of the safety regulations 
by employers and workers, and the factory 
inspectorate will continue to give close at- 
tention to ensuring that these obligations 
are understood and complied with. The 
chief inspector is now carrying out a special 
investigation of accidents on certain build- 
ing operations to see whether any further 
action can usefully be taken. 

Dr. Stross: As the regulations are the 
most advanced in any industry, and as there 
has been an apparently slight increase in 
accidents which suggest there has been a 
breach of the regulations, is the Minister 
going to change his mind about safety com- 











Total New Work 
(all Building 
and Civil ; 
Engneesins Houses Schools Industrial Building (a) 
or! 
Thousands | Thousands Per cent Thousands Per cent. Thousands Per cent. 
(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) v) vi vii 
1951 as 990 230 23 38 . 4 Ss. > 
1952 aus 974 264 a7 36 4 124 13 
1953 ~ 988 311 31 34 3 120 12 
1954 | BN 978 315 32 31(6) 3 119(6) 12 


























These figures exclude the building trades workers directly employed by local authorities, public utilities and private 


firms in other industries. 


(a) The figures include the contractors’ labour force employed on the erection of factory and storage premises and on 


gas, electricity, transport, and communications. 
(6) Figures for the last quarter of 1954 have been estimated. 
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mittees and have them enforced by statutory 
measures rather than leaving it entirely to 
voluntary action? ; 

Mr. WATKINSON: The problem as we see 
it in the building industry is really one of 
getting the existing regulations carried out, 
and that is a matter for the inspectors. 

Mr. LINDGREN said that the frequency and 
severity rate had increased, and those in the 
building trade attributed a measure of that 
increase to the fact that there was a greater 
degree of sub-contracting work done now, so 
that the main contractor had not a responsi- 
bility for plant and equipment, while many 
of the sub-contractors were working on a 
shoe string with equipment. 

Mr. WATKINSON: I should not like to 
accept that as the main cause by any means. 

Mr. Etwyn Jones asked if the Minister 
could take action to bring the existence of 
the regulations to the knowledge of those 


‘concerned in the building industry, because 


there had been evidence in recent cases of 
ignorance of their terms and conditions. 
Wider publicity might make some contribu- 
tion to a solution of the difficulty. If, in 
recent years, there had been prosecutions 
for non-compliance with the building regu- 
l2tions what had been the result of them? 
There was disturbing evidence of a wide- 
spread failure to comply with the regula- 
tions, and it was important to know what 
action had been taken. ; 

Mr. WATKINSON said that he could not 
answer that part of the question relating 
to prosecutions without notice. As for 
the other part the chief inspector was carry- 
ing out a special investigation to see what 
.ction could be taken to make the regula- 
tions more widely known. 


GLASGOW’S OVERSPILL 


Mr. JOHN RANKIN asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland, if he would state the 
terms on which agreement had been reached 
between him and Glasgow Corporation 
about the new town at Cumbernauld and 
what plans he had to deal generally with 
Glasgow’s overspill. 


Mr. JAMES StuarRT, replying on May 3, 
said: The corporation have agreed to pay 
the statutory rate contribution for ten years 
for each house at Cumbernauld let to a 
tenant nominated by them. The corpora- 
tion understand that 1. will ask them to 
make an additional payment for such houses, 
if it is found that they have to make such 
additional payments to secure the provision 
of houses for their nominees in other areas. 
The exact amount of such additional pay- 
ments at Cumbernauld would be negotiated 
later, but would not exceed one-third of the 
deficit on the undertaking. As for further 
measures for dealing with Glasgow’s over- 
spill, I have suggested a conference with the 
Corporation of Glasgow and the Clyde 
Valley Planning Advisory Committee, to be 
followed later by discussions with the local 
authorities concerned. 

Mr. RANKIN asked whether the Secretary 
of State intended to apply the New Towns 
Act to overspill generally, as he was doing 
in the case of Cumbernauld. 

Mr. StuaRT said that he did not want to 
go into details while delicate negotiations 
were in progress. Legislation on the lines 
of the Town Development Act, which was 
applicable to England and Wales, might be 
necessary to deal with the serious and press- 
ing problem. 
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Mr. Woopsurn said that it would be a 
tragedy if this new town became a mere 
dormitory for Glasgow and had no industry 
or economic basis for its own life. If there 
was to be a new town he urged the Secre- 
tary of State to remember the necessity of 
providing for the transfer of derelict fac- 
tories from the overspill area. 

Mr. Stuart said that in East Kilbride they 
had been successful in the matter to which 
Mr. Woodburn had referred. Cumbernauld 
was in a Development Area, and was entitled 
to facilities provided by the Distribution of 
Industry Act. 


FLATS ON EXPENSIVE SITES 


Mr. LINDGREN asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government how. many flats 
drawing the expensive-site subsidies had 
been built each year since 1949; and what 
was the total value of these subsidies. 

Mr, DUNCAN SANDYS, in a written reply on 
May 4, stated: The number of flats built 
since 1946 for which higher subsidy has been 
claimed is about 65,000, and the annual rate 
of subsidy on these flats is approximately 
£3m. Comparatively few flats of this type 
were built before 1949. 


HOUSING ALLOCATIONS 


Mr. Pace asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government to what extent the 
slum clearance programme of a local 
authority in any one year was taken into 
consideration by him in fixing the number of 
dwellings which that local authority should 
submit for approval during that year. He 
also asked to what extent, in fixing the num- 
ber of dwellings which the local authority 
should submit for approval during any one 
year, the Minister took into consideration 
the slum clearance programmes of neigh- 
bouring local authorities. 

Mr. SANDYS, in a written reply on May 4: 
Where information is available, slum clear- 
ance is one of the factors taken into account 
when allocations are made. But it will not 
be possible to obtain a balanced view of local 
authorities housing requirements for slum 
clearance until they have all submitted their 
proposals under Section 1 of the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Act, 1954. 


AFRICAN HOUSING 


Mr. GEorGE CraDpock asked the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies if his atten- 
tion had been called to the resolution adopted 
by the Kenya Federation of Registered Trade 
Unions, a copy of which had been sent to 
him, protesting against the raising of rents 
in Nairobi by 100 per cent. in less than a 
year; and if he would institute the independ- 
ent inquiry into building costs called for 
by the Federation. 

Mr. LENNOX-BoyD, replying on May 4, 


- said: I have not yet received a copy of the 


resolution. Most African housing in Nairobi 
is owned by the city council. They now 
charge full economic rents and there has 
been a sharp increase in building costs. Con- 
sequently rents of council housing have risen 
by between 77 per cent. and 100 per cent.; 
but the housing element in the minimum 
wage is now the same as the rent charged by 
the council for a bed space. I do not, there- 
fore, consider that an independent inquiry 
is called for, particularly as the Government 
of Kenya are considering a scheme to 
provide modern but cheaper housing in 
Nairobi at lower rents for 20,000 Africans. 
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IMPROVEMENT OF OLDER HOUSES 


Mr. Dopps asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Rocal Government if he would make 
a statement on the initial effect of the Hous- 
ing Repairs and Rents Act on the checking 
of decay of older houses. 

Mr. Deepes, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government: 
The Minister is glad to say that there has 
recently been a- great increase of interest in 
this question. In the seven months after 
the Act came into force, about 15,000 Im- 
provement Grants were approved as com- 
pared with about 12,000 in the previous five 
years. About 1,100 local authorities are now 
operating the scheme. 

Mr. Donpps asked if the Minister realised 
that what he had said related to a small num- 
ber of the houses throughout the country. 
Was he aware that spokesmen of the various 
property owners organisations had stated that 
the Act was failing? 

Mr. DEEDEs said that in the last seven 
months they had done ten times better than 
in the preceding five years. 


DEVELOPMENT CLAIMS 


Mr. Vane asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government how many claims he 
had received for the repayment of develop- 
ment charge; how many such claims were 
classified as not established; and what were 
the total sums involved. 

Mr. Deepes: Up to April 29, 1955, the 
Central Land Board had received 78,829 
applications for payments under Part I of 
the Fown and Country Planning Act, 1954. 
Of the total applications received 13,489 were 
from claim-holders who had paid a develop- 
ment charge. 


NEW SCHOOLS COMPLETED 


CAPTAIN PILKINGTON asked the Minister of 
Education how many schools were com- 
pleted in 1954; how many school places were 
provided; and what was the cost. 

Mr. DENNIS VosPER, Parliamentary Sec- 
retary, Ministry of Education, in a written 
reply on May 5: During the year ending 
February 1, 1955, 560 new schools were com- 
pleted, and 190,225 school places were taken 
into use. The total value of contracts com- 
pleted at primary and secondary schools dur- 
ing the same period was £48,200,000. 

In reply to another question, MR. VOSPER 
said that on March 31, 1955, there were 959 
schools and 395,000 places under construc- 
tion in England and Wales. 


NEW HOSPITALS, MALAYA 


Mr. HopkINSON, Minister of State, 
Colonial Office, in a statement about 
medical and surgical needs in Malaya stated 
that it was unfortunately true that a number 
of hospitals were out of date. 

However, three of the largest hospitais 
in Malaya were good examples of up-to-date 
hospitals housed in modern buildings; and 
proposals were in hand for the reconstruc- 
tion of four other large hospitals on modern 
lines. It was also proposed to build a new 
500- to 600-bed Federal Hospital at Kuala 
Lumpur. 


THE DISSOLUTION. 


Parliament was dissolved on May 6, and 
will be opened by the Queen on June 14, 
when an outline of the new Government’s 
programme will be given. 
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“ Looking at the Building Industry” 


MR. G. H. A. HUGHES, director of the 

LMBA, was the guest of the Rotary 
Club of Letchworth at its Apri] meeting. 
The president of the club, Mr. V. E. Jepson, 
a member of the Eastern Federation, 
presided. 

Taking as the subject of his address 
“Looking at the Building Industry,” Mr. 
Huaues said that the building industry was 
one of the great major employing industries 
of the country. Last year the total value of 
building and civil engineering work carried 
out was very little short of £2,000m., and 
they increased their output by £100m. That 
was something like 124 per cent. of the total 
industrial production of the country. About 
two-thirds of it was in new work and the 
rest in alterations and repairs. 

“In carrying out this gigantic task,” said 
Mr. Hughes, “I am happy to say that we 
have the closest and most friendly relations 
with the trade unions, and we are very proud 
indeed of our negotiation machinery and 
arrangements for the prevention of disputes. 
There must obviously be many disputes in 
an industry so widely scattered as ours, 
particularly as it consists of such a large 
number of individual craft unions, which 
are naturally jealous of their own craft 
operations. In my own association, the 
London Master Builders’ Association, we 
have a meeting at least once every week of 
our disputes commission or conciliation 
panel and rarely have they fewer than three 
or four cases to deal with. But al] these 
problems are settled amicably within the 
industry and generally without any stop- 
page of work. In fact, you have to go back 
to 1924 before you can recall anything like 
a national strike in the building trade. 

.“The beginning of our new Elizabethan 
age sees the culmination of a silent revolu- 
tion which has been going on in the build- 
ing industry for the past hundred years. It 
started with the work of that great man, 
Thomas Cubitt, the first of the modern 
building trades employers. It culminated 
in the great works of construction which 
the building industry was called upon to do 
during the war and in the years which 
immediately followed it. A hundred years 
ago the average builder was a craftsman 
employing craftsmen. Now he has become 
largely an organiser, and in addition a bit 
of a scientist, an economist, a politician, an 
accountant, a calculating machine. Yet he 
must still retain his knowledge of the crafts 
and of the materials. , 

“Dare I look at the future? What will 
the building industry be like by the turn 
of the century? Coventry Cathedral will be 
quite old by then: Liverpool Cathedral will 
be well on its way to completion. A new 
City of London will have arisen from the 
ashes of the old. St. Paul’s still dominates 
the skyline and lesser skyscrapers blend with 
the beauties of the historic old City. Fly- 
over and fly-under road crossings; every 
large office and factory block with its 
underground garage and without its one- 
time atom-proof air-raid shelters: they have 
become atom-driven factories, for the world 
is at peace. Streamlined hospitals, smaller, 
for the health of the people has improved. 
What of our houses—wil] they still have an 
atmosphere in which a true home can be 
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made? Yes, and with our greater know- 
ledge of how to use our greater leisure we 
shall be making our own music and prac- 
tising individually the crafts of our fathers. 

“A fanciful picture? Maybe. But of 
this I am certain—the building industry, far 
more mechanised, will be as busy as ever, 
and if, as I pray, there is still character and 
a soul in our buildings, then craftsmanship 
will still be needed, and a large part of our 
labour force will still be engaged on that 
labour of love and pride, the creative work 
of our hands and handicraft.” 


Membership of Institute of 
Management 


THE LMBA has applied for corporate 
membership of the British Institute of Man- 
agement. 


The Institute is the national body for the 
study and promotion of the science of 
management in industry and commerce. It 
is supported by the Government, the FBI, 
the TUC and many other organisations. 


In recent speeches, the president of the 
LMBA has been emphasising the importance 
of management as a factor in increasing the 
efficiency of the building industry and in 
reducing costs. 


The New Handbook 


THE LMBA Hanpsook, which makes its 
appearance this year in a pale grey binding, 
has been considerably revised and expanded. 
For convenience of reference, the alpha- 
betical list of members now includes the 
specialist members, and a directory of pro- 
fessional and other bodies connected with 
the building industry has been added. 


The Handbook contains the usual 
exhaustive information about the ramifica- 
tions of the building industry, and the tradi- 
tional builders’ ‘“‘memoranda ” which have 
been brought up to date. It is available, 
price 7s. 6d., from the LMBA, 47, Bedford- 
square, WC1. 


Received with Thanks 


“WHILE it would be invidious to refer to 
particular donors, attention is directed to the 
successful appeal which was made by the 
President of the London Master Builders’ 
Association and resulted in a total of £7,200 
being received from or promised by 94 mem- 
bers of that Association. Thirty-eight of 
them and 12 other new contributors to the 
appeal fund have executed deeds of 
covenant. Such regular income is of vital 
importance to the Institute and all its friends 
are asked to promise regular subscriptions.” 
—From the annual report of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
1956 Production Census 


"THE Census of Production to be taken in 
1957 for the year 1956 will be a sim- 
plified census taken on a sample basis, 
similar to the Census for 1955. This de- 
cision has been made by the Board of Trade 
after consultation with the Census of Pro- 
duction Advisory Committee. The statutory 
form of return for larger establishments will 
be a simplified one and the questions to 
be covered will be identical to those asked 
for the 1955 Census. 
Smaller firms with fewer than 11 em- 
ployees will be required to.state only the 
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nature of their business and the number 
of persons employed, except in a few 
trades in which, because of their importance, 
they will be asked a few additional questions, 
as for the Census for 1955. 


The trades covered by the 1956 Census 
will be the same as those included in the 
1955 Census, and the method of sampling 
will also be similar. A stratified sample 
will be selected for each trade or group 
of trades, the sampling fractions being varied 
according to the number of establishments. 
in the trade and their size distribution. 
Only a proportion of establishments, there- 
fore, will be required to make returns, 

Firms that are selected for inclusion in 
the sample will be advised by the Board of 
Trade in the autumn of 1955; they will be 
sent an advance copy of the form to enabie 
them to arrange their records accordingly. 


Imports of Bentonite Clay 


THE BOARD OF TRADE have announced that 
Bentonite, a clay used in steel casting and 
paint manufacture, can be imported from ail 
countries without individual import licences 
from to-day (May 13). Imports from 
dollar sources have hitherto been subject to 
licensing control. 


STEELWORK PRICES 


Identical Tenders for County Hail 
Extensions 


EN firms tendering for the supply, 
delivery and erection of steelwork in 
connection with the completion of the north 
and south blocks of County Hall have each 
submitted identical.tenders to the LCC. In 
each case the tenders amounted to 
£50,238 19s. 3d. The details are contained 
in a report of the establishment committee 
which was submitted at a meeting of the 
council on Tuesday (May 10). The report 
states :— 


The council on August 1, 1950, approved 
an estimate of liability on capital account 
of £1,280,000 for the completion of the north 
and south blocks of the County Hall. The 
foundation works for the north block are 
now proceeding and tenders for the supply. 
delivery and erection of the steelwork have 
been invited and received from. the ten 
undermentioned firms. The tenders each 
amounted to £50,238 19s. 3d., and were 
received from :— 


Aston Construction Co., Ltd., Shoreditch; 
Dawnays, Ltd., Battersea; Dorman Long 
(Bridge and Engineering), Ltd., Westminster; 
Moreland Hayne and Co., Ltd., Finsbury; 
Francis Morton and Co., Ltd., Liverpool; 
Redpath Brown and Co., Ltd., Westminster; 
South Durham Steel and Iron Co., Ltd., 
Stockton-on-Tees; United Steel Structural 
Co., Ltd., Scunthorpe; Edward Wood and 
Co., Ltd., Manchester; H. Young and Co., 
Ltd., Leyton. 


The chief engineer’s comparable estimate 
is £56,779. We have decided with the con- 
currence of the chairman of the general pur- 
poses committee to accept the tender sub- 
mitted by the South Durham Steel and Iron 
Co., Ltd., the only one of the above-men- 
tioned firms which actually manufactures 
certain important parts of the steelwork. 
Most of the expenditure will fall in the 
financial year 1955-56 and provision has 
been made for it in the capital estimates. 
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PRICES OF MATERIALS 





T= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
£ ad. 
Pit Ballast ee aa re ee = es per yd. ae 
Pit Sand we dae a aes a ree = i 2h 
Washed Sand . ea a aa aus a ue S&S 
tin. Shingle... des oes ep eas ean oa je 
: in. Broken Brick... a Ae wen ane ‘ }.- On @ 
Pan Breeze... Ate fea a 10 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate ile +. per ton 3-0 9 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site ... ae «-» per ton 416 6 
1 to 6 tons, site ‘ 5 8 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6ton loads and up- 
wards to site eae ia a S456 
lto6ton do. Yee ae 516 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki smgregpee he A 6-ton lots aor = 618 0 
Other colours according to co! 
In 4-ton lots from BI Is. od. = 435s. 9d. = ton. 


White Portland Cement wae me oo 12 17 0 

Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 4 
417 Cement cons Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

and upwards per ton 6 9 
Super Comen (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 

(1-ton loads and upwards ). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 

ous cement, 6-ton lots and be ‘ 140 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, ae _ s at Railway Depot, 

London yan os 6 2:3 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... nis ia ne coe pee 1,000 11 7.0 
Second Hard Stocks ... ae RS aaa ee #2 10 11 O 
Mild Stocks... Fe 816 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The, question 
of haulage is still very — and prices must 
be obtained from od to job 

23 in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in aiaiaen 


District Commons =F ‘e 513 0 

Cellular Me: sac wen a ee ea se 513 0 

Keyed do. eis ot ae Be aes ee 215 06 

Rustics ; BA Re perenne ts ER ee: 618 0 

Cellular Rustics —_... aaa Sas eas aes pa 618 0 

Single Bullnose , do. aaa air tis ae Pa 613 0 

Sandfaced .«.. axa is 713 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) ase ra 2419 6 

Do. _ Bullnose (London Stations) aa per me 25 13 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... san walt Oe 211 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) waa aa ” 10 3 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites)... os 6 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London Sites) . fe 714 0 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire aan (London 

Stations) .. . po 24 6 O 
3 in. do. (London Stations) pe 29 3 3 
23 in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London Sites) ” 13 19 6 
2% - S wens wanes “Multi Red Facings (London 
23 in.  Haid-mnade Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

Sites) re 1411 0 
2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 

(London Sites) a i411 0 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry, Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London Sites) - ik S&S 6 
Hand-made _Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London Sites) .. ou Ps 17-5 6 





£ s.d. 
pa Bricks for gauged arches (London Sites)... per 1,000 41 10 0 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) - 13 6 0 
2¢in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) ‘is 14 4 6 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... A 64 0 0 
Headers... ; MD = ve 63:0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. - Flats ike ida ie 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... a sa om pt 85 0 0 
Double Headers... eRe aed x tenle Th <i 77 10 0 
One side andtwoends_.... ae bed eek ee 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end... aS St 2s i 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints bis na 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 73% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLitow Cay PartTITION BLocKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
i pa poe 140 yds. Ave ae ead yd. sup. 4-3 
> Oem ae. al . 4 6 
eee oe * 5 2 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ra 95 yds. ‘a - 6 7 
6i A 82” x 53”) Sen, Maa Blocks per 1000 25 14 0 
led. at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
Zig cc aes saa 100 yds. aa .» per yd. sup. ee 
2}in. ... saa “ea 85 yds. «da “ea ps 42 
3 oe ae 75 yds. me wea ~ 5 0 
Aim) xx Hh ee 55 yds. Sie Saas i 6 2 
CRANHAM 
2 in. ee can aa <a aha me es oe 6 8 
258. ...- a dea wae oa ea “aa DE 7 4 
= aa re aa Ait ead saa Sea as 8 7 
Por a ad 10 7 
ant in. Load bearing quality . oad os 11 8 


FLoor Saniiin and eae Tues 
3 in. Floor Blocks _ in. ~< hes in. omen in full 


lorry-loads ... per 1,000 3211 O 
4 in. Ge “sc oe is aes tia aaa pt 3418 O 
5 in. Ce x ead nee ‘aaa waa axa aa 41 11 0 
6 in. Gs ve pie a sae moe sag “ 4616 0 
7 in. oe sad aa aa Bi ‘a ded ‘a 56 18 0 
8 in 66 14 0 
10" x se Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per |, ,000 multiples 56 2 0 
I2Ks x do. - f 63 17 9 
10° x4’ x do. = “a ‘ 69 14 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +673% +974% +1073% 
B.S.S. Best do + 10% +674% +10% +974 % +10% +1074 % 
Tested Quality +374%+674% +374%+97¢ $9 +374 % ot ior 


SN 


B.S.S. Tested do. +47$%+678% +474%+4974% +474% ot 10 107 747 
3 in. Land ae ined - ale in. re. per 1,000 10 13 6 
4 in. do. a “a a 1420 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park nad . per ft. cube 7 10 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 8 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered santans area ,, ee 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area she 99 8 0 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region ee a 8 1% 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin "Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3in. Rubbed, ss amenmiied Leann 7 
stooled cills + ae cube 3 4 3 
12 in. x 6in. do. do. - a 260 
12 in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated * 115 4 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping Be aia <@ 
14 in. X 6in. do. do. ‘ 2 8 
4} in. x 9in. Plinth, Tubbed on top. ‘and face... a 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ee. per ft. sup. 6 9 
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STONE—continued May | 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 £s. d. | 
thick, edges coped for mee, 2 Nad in. and 6 in. Sin. xX 4¢in Vi . i £sd 
rick j Sag in. X 3} in. 13 in. i pe 
8 ae do. fair one e edge for far Taced eaten: te; % Cin : 4a'ia * in. X 74 in. rho whi We “we 2 . : MET. 
_ Yors— of 1 710 Ry x 4in. 10 in. x rs Sin. x4in. 4, 615 0 
in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on to in. X Sin. 22 in. x 7in. “zy ove 10 
“=. or Round-nosed Steps, rub ene i 8 2 A tng . Hes 10in. x 8 in. 12 in x 8in ' Mild 
. in. in.>x 6i : in. 
BS in. X 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front .. per ft. cube 2 3 8 15in. x Sin. : aR . ria 14in. x 8 in. Mild | 
se sty and Solano Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 18 8 3 16 in. x Sin. 18 in. x 6in. cn ~ i. * 10 0 
: aving, edges squared, in random sizes in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 ir ee 
TILES AND PANTILES izes peryd.sup 2 13 10 Steel angles average price .. heals ae x 7h in. Soft $ 
Delivered Lond Steel tees average price ae oe » Seis 0 4 
eee ang on area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 Fabricated work deli d Ste ose ss 3 MEAS 0 20 § 
cloasin *hi e Pantiles and French a Tiles from R.S. Joists cut and fitt ‘London— 24 ¢ 
nant shire district é Compound gird om 55 10 oa 
tee? made Pantiles Berkshire district yee 29 8 0 Sedachions girders Se ee a ee : Galvai 
sen fa orgy Roman Bridgwater district > fe > =? Cmmmnentih Cieitiilinaie sk cgeivl gay “heeds ” 6610 0 cog. 
Machine-made 10} 2 6h Staffor hi oat sak 5 CO 13 1 9 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... 0... ws » 10 5 0 26 
, as r ° : eee eco oan be 
iceiededdvaonceeae™ <= NES | mabdetbgetoent tere aa ee 8 
; Z ° eee wee 2 
Ciseeais tien | ose ‘pew tiles do... ye 1 6 6 ry & in. diam., and upwards awstats ex London 5 r+. 
me k Interlocking (49S) ie ‘a si i 13 5 : + in. = ; “ ove “i. per ton extra 7 : 3 26 8 
eakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. ° gin. do. Te ER ite ey aie ea ” 3 7 0 
First-ualty Si find ag 
uality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, es oe ies » 112 0 
paid: a truck loads to London Rate oe ee Tubes to BSS1387 and Fite = ee — 
RS) i Galvanised Tube— W.l Fittin . peices end Stvwing, Seepunts: bene 
22 “e sn ee Kee oe ext ae 124 6 4 aa4 NET ; 8 Malleable Fittings = 
2x il 103 3 8 assB + 94% Light + 28}° z crew 
20 x 1 Class C + 254° $%  Malleable List—32 of 4 40% do. | 
18 x 6 a 00 | MES 4 aie eee “al Heavy 
x 1 $2.10 = 6 ae 
18 > Class B — 119 F Plumb 
16 = - — si se ee ses a oe 33 6 3 ClassC + 14% _ z ste Malleable List—323 % iron 
16x 8 ove ove ane ese nee = 48 16 0 7/o ; 
Nore.—Break ae 38 . C.I. HALF-RoUND G Caps a 
rine Dg age in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 0 0 Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths veined Brass s 
Softwood— ; Sto Lead F 
Joinery quality ys a Ex. _ 3k Sed nis a . a oe Nee Ends scre\ 
a aa so quality per standard £110 to £130 4 og sie they Gee “eel 33 Ho ae s 
on ” 1. eee Meese 8 cae 0 
RS lh age and Grooved Flooring — “a — cs 4} in. see tee sie ba se Hn 3/8 1/3 poe! 
“ada = S.E. ¥ “ 5 in. oo see ~ a 5/94 pit 1/6 Tinn 
Hooduras do. - - perft.cube 110 0 c / 1/10 Blov 
— European do. ‘oe = = 5 0 ie 7 1.0.G. GUTTERS Coppe: 
do. Japanese ane i a. i 9. Bi 34 ci. = eee see wae si 4/44 3/11 1/- and 
‘ do. English Logs sawn ... ro »» 210 0 4in. sik eee eee Se. 4/104 3/11 1/3 
eak 8 in. average S.E. ... do. ” 115 0 4} in. a aS mee ave = 5/44 4/1 1/6 
Walnut = African Logs sawn ... do. ” i i ces he ee Sr 4/8 1/10 4 in. 
DOORS (in Lots 1-11) “ a C1. le ma Va a 2/1 * Py 
Delivered London area. Per yd. in 6-ft. ae rae eet 1 in. 
14in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 2 in. F Pipe Bends Branches 1} in 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. ys ne | 3/8 5/4 2 in. 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ee w» each 112 0 | 3in. ioe a ieee oc 7/2 4/1 7/1 Rolled 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Pr aeey ee ” 113 0 | 3in. PECL. 5/2 7/8 I 
geet: ¢ oie een iaa2i3 = SS ae 6/1 9/3 Sheet 2 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 116 6 ees --- 10/8 7/4 10/11 do 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. = 91 LCC. Coars Som, Prrss do. 
2 in. seal, on TA egg Did paps hagas “a 3 11 2b in. ce oie fy ae ; - 8/25 6/4 7/8 Brass t 
ancl, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal . Sin, oe Gee © Sos . - sia" = 9/7 mes 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a see noe = $ : : _ ore see new ae -. 10/10 He 13/7 LEAD 
SUNDRIES ahi lhe Above . eS la —_ 
Delivered London area only. mnsiees fot gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 <3 ok 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. i and tonnage aon. 4 List No, 3500 deted Feteuary 1.1939, tus ay % 
quantities of Fase backs, be hase} t. 0 in. in oe , -ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent ~~ Lead Y 
in oO. (67 yds. oo one i 8 L.C.C. 
Bin” do. (32 yds. a 4, oe — 
0. ey ie ” : ° 
2 Bec cf eS le oe ee Ih; pervd. Bends Branches Estas 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 11 St “ = =< ee ee | 38/1 be 32/6 5 pong 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND F sid 77/9 3 cwt. 
ie Hardboard ae sas = 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 All less 174 per cent. discount. ITTINGS 1 cwt. 
In. do. pes ap. ” 6 i 2in Di i 
+ in. Aion Flat Build cn ee ve Pipes 6-ft. senate er yd. ‘ bin. 3in, 4in. Supply: 
Roofing Felt, i “aly ing Sheets. Seo / peryd.sup. 3 5 anes ee reach 38 a8 Py 6/5 wes 
do. oy pee heen $+ —_ ranches) ks, 3/9 4/6 7 4/3 PR 
Best Scotch Glue in slabs + tee ae vA i 9 ends square or obtuse —_,, 2/8 2 3 bo si 
pearl “ eee oe .. perr¢cwt. 5 0 0 Swan Necks 44 in. proj. __,, 2/11 Sty 3/9 5/4 ton \ 
Ctoid Glue ay eee eee one ES 55° 6 do. 6in. do. a 3/2 39 4/3 5/11 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton oi in 28 Ib. 2 6 0 AsBestos 0.G. G 4/10 6/5 PLAS" 
wire . 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . eee ieee -G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS Coarse 
ire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) pa er cv 34 15 «0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths ak ae 43 in. Sin. 6in do. 
o. AeadepGdetlis ~~. per cwt. : : 3 Dropends. ...... ‘ oa 3/10 +g 4/8 5/74 Sirapite 
METALS PL eae » 9 Stop Ends ree Py Hs /10 — i 3/10 4/7 do. | 
Basis Joists— ti es Se ot oe 2/11 js! We ve = Li 
in. X 5in., 8 in. X 5in., 8 in. xX 61 ZZICS oe was 2 2/10 /10 ydrats 
12 in. X in., 10 in. x 6 in. Union Clips ... wk 3/4 3/10 4/7 Lump I 
cca 6 in. me cut to noe delivered London ° " kes 1/5 1/8 2/1 3/5 White ] 
— for - 7 sed -. perton 39 0 0 SBESTOS naveies 4 —— AND FITTINGS ps: ha 
in, X in. 4 in. * © in. in. E 2 Tani e 
Sin x 3a it oe eno o | Quest enems vert 216° hie SP at Hale 
4in. x 3in, 10in. x Be ee ney = ba 210 0 Stop ends rs .. each 2/1 2/5 2/8 a1 es Gypsun 
Sin. x 2pic, Sin. x ae. oc oes a 110 0 Angles ie ee /10 /il 1/- +E yds. 3 
ac oe ae aes ee ee — 2. 2a awe aS 4/3 Gypeun 
een oo ae SMa ee ENE en 
c / ad 1/4 2/- delive 
1,200 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
= —s Deifvered London area, Sie ok 
ee ae — —_ lity ... a dia 7 6 0 sa a a “iat “= + perewt. 1 7 6 
Mild Steel B ws sap ily A S 44 : Washable Distemper al lc es I hy SORE § 3 0 
Mild Saal Medes rR oe 6 ee - oe pergal. 210 0 
ae EP Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) - aa «. percwt. 311 O 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— fe & Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 818 O 
20 gauge ... ii fs nor a “ps Pe! a a 6S Genuine White Lead. Paint, 1-19 5 gal. lots in 1 al. tins per gal. 3 2 ¢ 
24 — ELT eA. te. at ts aes ae eee Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg percwt. 619 3 
26 ga ae ude , £616 °@ Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg <a ee Ns 211 O 
Gaventaa Corrugated sheets 6 f. ‘to 9 i. a Size XD quality, 28 lb. ua +. per tin 9 0 
20 gauge ... 7 Arr aaa ws 26 & 6 Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra <a «.. per gal. 12 0 
24 gauge EP Te OT We aa Gal | (see Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. a ee 12 6 
G: alvanised Flat sheets ce R. - and C. on a pie Psy mn SUNDRIES. 
ro = seas eco cee ees = wes SP IO: G Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra . seater ag 5 
36 gua a “a hi _ on oe on eee ~ a : amis do. do. (40gal.) do. do. ... p28 . A st 
Pruneums! Baas fom Corea, ZINC, ETC. pate coy pear nda iggy acspcnadine ane. $ : 
elivered in London area. Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) an pi r Ib 1 6 
‘OH acs mi --- per Ib. 
: : All pe per doz. nee a yg eye ee ee White Lining Paper “a mid nae +. per piece 1 0 
crewdown bib cocks Crutc'! 
head for iron re 87/- 128/8 VARNISHES, et 
Toilet bib cocks for iron «-- 109/- 158/5 — 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 | Delivered London area 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside... 9s» ve, per gal. 1:12 6 
Double nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 EE OS oa eae as 118 0 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/— 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — Hard Drying Oak for Inside eee eee eee 20 0 
Plumbers’ union Pais lead to Crystal = Varnish do. ... nat sali ea PS 200 
iron i ae Mie aie : 23/6 * 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- el vol soe a ae waa aaa aaa a 214 0 
in. in. a. an 3 inest Carriage Varnis! aes ove eve eee 
Caps and screws salt ae tos 59/6 92/5 he 18/10 135/3 Front Door Varnish... sss 2 "0 0 
Brass sleeves me 31/11 31/11 56/2_ 74/10 91/5 Japan Gold Size Sat? "eg teeta, Clee oa 112 6 
1} x 6 Ib. 14 x 61b.2 x 71b. 3 x 7]b. Black Japan ... aaa a <a was a a 114 0 
Lead P. trap with brass cleaning Brunswick Black ama waa aa ae aes ‘ 110 0 
screws pi ae 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 Berlin Black... Aas aaa es oe. poe a“ 3 @ 
Lead. trap do. <2 7Hf=—s95f=—s«'156/3——281/- Terebene Pe ow og 1 8 0 
Solder : s. d. Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... eae pen aaa “ 2°2 9 
Tmamoge “8 ae - an ak ... per lb. a French and Brush Polish (do.) ie a ae ra 118 O 
inmen’s aad ee naa ae Aw axe K 
Blow pipe ef 3°°9 4 
Copper tubes BSS. 659/1944 on the basic price of 354d. per Ib. plus gauge GLASS 
anufacturing extras as — Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. Delivered London area Per ft. super 
r ’ : ; ; a ¢. 
sin. x 19 gauge = 123 Total per Ib. Pr 18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 53 
3 in. X 19 a er 11 464 24 oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” Tk 
; in. x 18 ss ws 9 - ” 443 ao OZ. ” ” ” ” ” ” 1 10- 
tin. «18 .,, eae 9 : 444 * . - = i 
Ih in. x ” ” $ in. “Rolled Plate pe ‘ aes es dda 9 
2 S x 4 ” se 10% ” wes, ast ¥s. in. and } in. Rough Cast .. Pan 1 0 
—_ Copper ps up to 48 in. wide, basic Price 4 fh .& $ in. Figueed oe ond Cathedral, Standard P atterns: 9 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... t 36 ag ak 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 fb) 5 cwt. lots upwards pa oat 4 % 3 én: ates Te vis ca ee os ;& 
do. : ~ do. Special Tints ... 2 9 
12 gauge (23 SWG) do. 8 4 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. » 8 36 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
Brass tubes basic aes, oe on = manufactur- " Laminating a 
ing extras... we per Ib. 2 4} } in. Wired Cast aa oan dan ea aaa waa ' 2 
Leap eienee new deni Se Se tg Wired Cast gua aaa ee 1 2} 
‘ , IT ANDE : ollow Glass Blocks— ach; 
—_ nie ees a one-ton delivery to one address in London Le 4 A x 4 x 3 i IM. ase eee ec ase 2 . 
: x x in. “sa ena one 42 
Yo P.B.32 72 Xx 7% x 3¢ in. 42 
L 
Sper os, pee a. 4 Ib. ee and upwar' ” per ton Le z Radiused Corner Blocks to match up with— 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. ‘dia. we 143 0 0 PB. 4, oy, Aer es z-% 
od a ges 7 mes ae mee PB} die; aaa sapaet Rgiuationl.. Siing. ote 6 9 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe 143 0 0 ‘a, eae a di 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 4 ton } in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super- 
; cwt. and under 1 ton ia sie we per cwt. 20 In plates not exceeding ry sup. ant poe ane ey | 
cwt. ° 5 cwt. ade aus ae eee 4 0 * * = * Sap 4 5 
lewt. do. S:ewte: ° .. a: » ” ” 45 ft. sup. 5 1 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. ‘priced specially. a Ai» » - 100 ft. sup. 5 6, 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e. plates exceeding 100 ft. 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
extra according to current trade schedule. —Not exceeding 135 ft. - or 250 in. one aha or 135 in. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per both ways. .. eee 8 4 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. es exceeding be. f. sup. ‘or -~ aoe _ Sua Bg 
” ot exceeding t. sup. or ditto aes one 16 O 
PLASTER, etc. Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special P: 
= Pink in 1-ton loads moe over ae ig on ~~ per ton 711 9 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. ee 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. -. ” z e : The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one: 
Bie Ly Fine rereite! do. do. set ee 8 2 3 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
ue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads See wi pe 6 9 6 Minimum Per ft. 
Hydrated Lime ee ie $42 6 Descripti as” nai 
aoa eae or en ption of Glass quantit s. d. 
—_ — wal pete sat f ee ts $.-3..@ 18 oz. sheet O.Q i ee oe aie aug ae 000” 4} 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads aaa p 10 3 3 26 oz bE : st aa 4 
Gomme Chips in 6-ton loads Cae oa naa : 269 i a ... 2,000 10} 
eee r Y 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 pe tai iinet i in "Kelied Plate and Cathedral Standard wits " 
rare over in one delivery. Delivered site .... per yd. 2-3 Patterns, White... 1,000 7k 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to : ili ’ pape sg Sedge. neni Laminating 1,000 10} 
12 ft., # in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one #; in. and: } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 1 
deli Del ! re 
5 ivery, elivered site <.. aed as6 a 2 6 } in. Wired Cast, Hexagorfal... Pe ... 2,000 11} 
yds. ... aes ggwat tc ese nee a 2 5} + in. Georgian Wired Cast ... eee eee «- 2,000 1 Of- 
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AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
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For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 818 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


BIRMINGHAM BONUS SCHEME 

An incentive bonus scheme for the 1,000 
men working on the direct labour repair 
of Birmingham municipal houses is to be 
introduced on May 16, 


FREEDOM TO BUILD WELCOMED 


The relaxation of. licensing on house 
building for private ownership was wel- 
comed by Mr. Frank Taylor, chairman of 
Taylor Woodrow, Ltd. as “a great 
encouragement for free enterprise methods ” 
in his review, recently distributed to share- 
holders with the company’s report and 
accounts for the year ended December 31, 
1954. The report discloses that the Taylor 
Woodrow group had been at work at some 
250 building and civil engineering projects 
throughout the world. At home, these 
included Europe’s largest power station at 
Castle Donington, Leicestershire; the 
world’s first atomic power station to produce 
electricity in commercial quantities at 
Calder Hall; and the central terminal area 
at London airport. The report is in the form 
of a 38-page coloured brochure, illustrated 
with photographs of projects in the five 
Continents. 


CAST IRON SCRAP PRICES 


The Minister of. Supply has made an 
order increasing the controlled prices of 
cast iron scrap in most areas. Copies of the 
Iron and Steel Scrap (Amendment No. 1) 
Order, from the Stationery Office. 


ASSOCIATION’S AGM 


The fifth annual general meeting of the 
Copper Tube Fittings Manufacturers’ 
Association, King Edward House, New- 
street, Birmingham, was held in the Royal 
Station Hotel, York, on April 26. Mr. E. 
Neville Duffield (The Yorkshire Copper 
Works Ltd.) was re-elected president, and 
Mr. J. Lomax was re-elected chairman of 
the Executive Committee. In the absence of 
the president, Mr. P. Mackley (ICI, Ltd., 
Metals Division) took the chair and presen- 
ted a review of the past year’s trade. 


LMBA GOLFING SOCIETY 


The spring meeting of the LMBA Golfing 
Society was held at Berkshire Golf Club on 
April 28. Twenty members took part 
under conditions which were somewhat 
unfavourable. In the morning, on the blue 
course, F. R. Leadsom won the scratch prize 
with a score of 81 gross, winning the Cap- 
tain’s prize. The Handicap prize was won 
by P. H. Bates with a score of 84 less 10, 
74 net and he, therefore, became winnner 
of the Committee Cup. The best score 
against bogey for the Garrett Trophy was 
won by S. Vening, with a score of 1 down 
to bogey. In the afternoon the 18 holes 
competition better four-ball v. bogey took 
place, the winners being G. A. Hill and 
M. J. Grant with a fine score of 5 up to 
bogey. The runners-up were G. Harris and 
A. F. Wallis, with 4 up to bogey. 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES CRITICISED 


In an article entitled “A Criticism of the 
Housing Subsidies” in the April “Lloyds 
Bank Review,” Mr. F. J. Osborn, chairman 
of the executive of the Town and Country 
Planning Association, contends that millions 
of public money are being needlessly sunk 
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in excess subsidies for city flats (“‘ which 
few peopie like”) as compared with the 
much more economical (“and popular”) 
houses and gardens. The comparative 
figures are emphasised by diagrams. It is 
shown that present subsidy scales depreciate 
housing standards and encourage undesirable 
and uneconomic forms of city growth and 
redevelopment. Practical suggestions are 
made for correcting these trends. 


BIRKENHEAD SKYSCRAPERS 


Birkenhead Corporation has rejected the 
idea of erecting “skyscraper” flats in the 
town, notwithstanding that there is a serious 
shortage of building land available. A 
start is to be made shortly on three- and 
four-storey blocks of flats, and another 156 
dwellings are to be provided at new estates 
at Woodchurch and Overchurch. 


NORWICH DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved with modifica- 
tions the development plan for the County 
Borough of Norwich. 


THATCHING HOUSES 


The number of thatchers in the country 
is steadily growing, but it is difficult to find 
the right type of man to train and the in- 
crease is.slow, according to a statement 
issued by the Norfolk Reed Thatchers, Ltd. 
They say that a great many householders 
are re-thatching their property with Nor- 
folk reed instead of straw, not only because 
reed roofs are neater and more durable than 
straw, but also in view of the low fire risk 
of Norfolk reed. It is possible to obtain a 
reduced insurance premium for _ roofs 
thatched with this material. 


EMPLOYMENT IN BUILDING 


At the end of March the number em- 
ployed in building and contracting was 
1,428,000, an increase of 2,000 over the pre- 
vious month, according to figures issued by 
the Ministry of Labour and National Servic>. 


DECENTRALISING INDUSTRY 


A brochure being issued by the London 
County Council on their stand at the 
Olympia section of the British Industries 
Fair outlines the opportunities open to 
owners and managers in those country towns 
which are expanding or considering schemes 
for expansion under the Town Development 
Act, 1952. The reduction in the amount 
of land zoned for industrial use in London 
has increased the pressure for movement 
of industry outwards, and the answer can 
be found to the problem in country towns, 
as in the new towns. 


INFORMATION SERVICE 


‘The membership of Aslib, an information 
service sponsored by the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, now totals 
nearly 2,000 organisations and is understood 
to be still increasing. This service, which 
has world-wide sources of information, helps 
industry by arranging access to any informa- 
tion which it may require. Inquiries may 
be made upon all subjects, and its services 
include the locating of journals or beoks 
which members wish to borrow, a photo- 
copying service in which members have only 
to indicate the title and other details of the 
article they require, and an index to unpub- 
lished translations. Those interested should 
contact Aslib at 4, Palace Gate, W8. 
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“* Manpower Shortage Causing Industry 
Great Concern” 


A CTION to impreve the manpower situa- 
5 tion in the industry was urged upon 
builders by Mr. D. C. C. RoBerts, MA, 
at the annual luncheon of LMBA Central 
Area No. 3, held in the Cutlers’ Hall, 
Warwick-lane, EC4, on Tuesday (May 10). 
Mr. F. L. Baker, chairman of the Area, 
presided. 

Mr. Roberts, in proposing the toast of 
“Our Guests,” said that shortage of man- 
power was causing the industry much con- 
cern, and he called upon builders to employ 
more apprentices now in order to maintain 
an adequate supply of skilled men to carry 
out the future building programme. He did 
not believe that the old building crafts were 
dying out. He had faith in the younger 
generation of craftsmen but they needed 
more opportunities to work on the restora- 
tion of some of the ancient buildings in the 
City of London where they could practice 
their skill. 


GREATER EFFICIENCY 


The demands being made for greater 
efficiency in building were referred to by 
Mr. L. J. Hottoway, president LMBA, 
when he proposed the toast of “Central 
Area No. 3.” He could not see much pro- 
gress being made in this direction other 
than by improved management within 
individual firms. The efforts of builders 
were limited to a great extent because so 
much was outside their control—the cost 
of materials and labour, for example. It 
would be a joy to the builder, he said, if 
he could arrive on the site and find all the 
necessary drawings laid out ready before 
the site office was up! 

Mr. Holloway also hoped that useful 
results would be forthcoming from the 
meetings that had started of the Joint 
Consultative Committee on which were 
represented architects, surveyors and 
builders. 

The other speaker at the lunch was Mr. 
A. L. HANDLEY, district surveyor, City of 
London. 


WAR-TIME BUILDINGS FOR 
HOUSING 


No New Schemes to be Authorised 


CIRCULAR 20/46, issued by the Minister 
of Health on January 22, 1946, set out 
arrangements under which temporary war- 
time buildings were handed over to local 
authorities for emergency housing purposes. 
Local authorities using buildings admini- 
stered under paragraph 6 of the Circular 
have been asked to bring their use to an end 
within the next three years, and the Minister 
of Housing has now decided that the time 
has come when no new schemes under para- 
graph 4 of the Circular should be authorised. 
In consequence, no more government build- 
ings will be offered to local authorities under 
these tesms. 

Government buildings suitable for housing 
may, from time to time, become available 
for disposal. If local authorities wish to 
acquire them they must do so under their 
normal statutory powers and on the terms 
set out in Circular 41/53. 
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NEW. SHOWROOM. Shown above is part of the manufacturing showroom 

recently designed for Wm. Mallinson & Sons, Ltd., timber merchants, of 130 Hackney- 

road, E2. The display includes ceiling panels, partitioning, cladding panels and 

panels for thermal and acoustic control; an example of special techniques on view is an 

insulating panel as supplied to an atomic plant. Details of panelling constructions 

and methods of fixing, veneers and metals and plastics-faced panels are also illustrated. 
The showroom was designed by Mr. Clive Latimer, MSIA. 





TRADE NEWS 


BUILDING SLAB PRODUCTION 


An additional machine for the production 
of Stramit slabs in this country has recently 
arrived from Sweden and is now being 
erected at the Stowmarket factory of Stramit 
Boards, Ltd., Cowley Peachey, Uxbridge, 
Middx. This is the fifth unit to be installed 
by the company for the preduction of these 
building slabs and tank lagging units since 
1946. - 


LOCAL CONDITIONED ENGINES 


The factory conditioning of Bedford en- 
gines has now been replaced by a nation- 
wide system of localised Vauxhall and Bed- 
ford engine conditioning, to standards laid 
down by Vauxhall Motors, Ltd.. of Luton, 
Beds. All Vauxhall and Bedford dealers 
now provide a comprehensive range of 
“Quality Condition” exchange engines, 
conditioned by dealers, and covered by 
warranty. 


NEW.CRAWLER TRACTOR 


A 230-drawbar horsepower crawler trac- 
tor with turbo-charged engine has recently 
been added to the range of track-type trac- 
tors produced by the Caterpillar Tractor Co., 
USA, and distributed in the UK by United 
Kingdom Caterpillar Dealers, It is known 
as the Caterpillar D9 tractor and is claimed 
to be the world’s most powerful production 
model. Its weight is 56,000 lIb., length 17 ft. 
10 in., width 9 ft. 11 in., height 8 ft. 9 in. 
and ground clearance 21 in. The 6} in. bore 
8 in. stroke six-cylinder diesel engine is 
equipped with a turbosupercharger and the 
tractor also has an oil-type clutch or option- 
ally a torque converter, in-seat starting and 


hydraulic track adjustment. With the 
direct drive transmission drawbar pulls 
of 60,860 lb. are claimed. It is understood 
that a demonstration of the Caterpillar D9 
tractor will be held in the UK in June. 
Details may be had from Fred Myers Tractor 
and Equipment Co., 4, Tilney-street, W1. 


BIF EXHIBITS 


A plastic sealing cement, understood to 
have strong adhesive properties at all tem- 
peratures and to refrain from cracking or 
crumbling from thermal shock, vibration or 
age, is being exhibited by Fortafix, Ltd., of 
Peterborough, on Stand No. C700 at the 
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Castle Bromwich section of the British Ip. 
dustries Fair (due to close to-day, May 13), 
Of putty-like consistency, it is odourless and 
has an indefinite storage life, and will adhere 
to any clean surface. It hardens by air. 
drying and operating heat and the firm claim 
that it will set into a tough substance im. 
pervious to acids, solvents, oil and water. 

The Rover 18/60 industrial gas turbine en- 
gine produced by Rover Gas Turbines, Ltd, 
Solihull, Birmingham, is also being displayed 
at Castle Bromwich on Stand No. 1352, Out- 
door. and is understood to be Britain’s 
smallest gas turbine engine to go into produc- 
tion. It is a single shaft unit which develops 
60 bhp continuous rating, and has the ability 
to run efficiently on a wide range of distil- 
late or gaseous fuels. Hand or electric 
starting may be supplied as required, and an 
automatic fuel control unit simplifies opera- 
tion during running. It is designed to act 
as a prime mover for both portable and 
stationery applications, including pumping 
sets, generating sets and air compressors, and 
has a liquid fuel consumption of about 1.4 
lb. /bhp/hr. 


CHANGE OF NAME 


The Wolseley Sheep Shearing Machine 
Co., Ltd. of Electric-avenue, Witton, 
Birmingham, 6, is now known as Wolseley 
Engineering, Ltd. The board of directors 
and management of the company remain 
unaltered. 


BUILDING BLOCKS 


The building blocks manufactured by 
Lignacite (North London), Ltd., Meadgate 
Works, Nazeing, Essex, are of light-weight 
material with properties resembling those 
of pumice concrete. Moisture movement is 
low and the material from which they are 
made is non-corrosive and holds nails per- 
manently. Their smooth surfaces are under. 
stood to make rendering unnecessary, so 
that a skim coat of plaster may be applied 
direct. The blocks are suitable for internal 
partition walls as well as external walls, and 
can be cut with a bricklayer’s “ bolster,” 
drilled, nailed, screwed or bolted in a similar 
manner to timber. 


MODERNISATION BOOKLET 


“Modernising the Older House” is the 
title of an illustrated booklet published by 
Radiation, Ltd., Radiation House, Stratford- 
place, W1, to show what is being done all 
-over the country to convert structurally 
sound but outmoded property into accept: 
able homes with adequate heating, hot 
water supplies and cooking facilities at low 


- cost. 


COMPANY MERGER 


The whole of the share capital of the 
Anchor Chain Co., Ltd., of Oldham, has 
been acquired by Renold Chains, Ltd, 
Wythenshawe, Manchester. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. L. EpGar has been appointed group publicity 
manager for John Thompson, Ltd., of Wolver- 
hampton. 

Mr. G. H. E. Vivian has been appointed a_ direc: 
tor and Mr. R. W. HoLttoway a managing director 
of the Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd. 

Howard Farrow, Ltd., are to close their Bristol 
branch office at the end of June, and will operate 
from their head office in London. Mr. W. G. 
Harrow, the Bristol manager, together with M& 
HEaLes of the same office, are starting business 04 
their own account as civil engineering contractors 
the Bristol area under the style of Harrow and 
Heales, Ltd. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Barbados.—Mr. John Rose, ARIBA, one 
time Executive Architect in the Windward 
Islands has returned to Barbados from 
Northern Rhodesia. He is now Building 
Adviser to the Colonial Welfare and 
Development Organisation. 


Curacao.—The Government has plans for 
a hotel for 1,000 tourists and a casino aimed 
at increasing the facilities for visitors from 
Venezuela. 


Grenada.—Messrs. Coode and Ptnrs. of 
London, have held talks with the Com- 
munications and Works Committee in 
connection with pier and harbour works 
at St. Georges. 


Malaya—The Federal and Colonial 
Building Society of Singapore plans to spend 
nearly £5m. on 4,340 houses ranging from 
£600 to £4,000 each. These houses will be 
erected \in various parts of Malaya and the 
scheme will be of three years duration. The 
society also plans to build 2,000 houses at 
a cost of £24m. in Singapore. It is under- 
stood that the majority of these houses will 
be for lower-income groups. 

Further details have now been announced 
of plans to use the 410 acres of Kallang 
airfield when the airport closes down in a 
few months’ time. Over 100 acres on the 
landward side of Mountbatten-road have 
been reserved for a Singapore improvement 
Trust housing estate comprising 1,300 low- 
cost houses. Here also land has _ been 
apportioned for schools, a 15-acre stadium 
and a large community centre. 

A new building is to be erected at a cost 
of £300,000 in Raffles Quay, Singapore, 
on the site of the present premises of the 
East Asiatic Co. The site comprises 11,000 
sq. ft., and the new building, consisting ot 
a basement, ground floor and eight other 
storeys, will provide 75,000 sq. ft. of office 
space. Tenders will soon be called for. 

A four-acre site for the Malayan Co- 
operative Training College has been selected 
in Petaling, the satellite town of Kuala Lum- 
pur. The college, which will cost £30,000 
to build, is expected to be ready some time 
next year... . It is interesting to note that 
the eral Education Development Fund 
which’ has approved the expenditure of 
£24m. on education is considering the use 
of more prefabricated schools in rural areas 
to speed up building work. 

The Public Works Department is planning 
a £4m. water supply scheme which when 
completed will provide water for about 
60,000 people in the northern part of the 
Kuala Langat district of Malaya. A 31-mile 
long pipe-line is planned to lead from the 
reservoir at Bukit Tampoi in the Ulu Lam- 
gat district to Morib in the Kuala Langat 
district. 

The Federal Legislative Council will be 
asked: at its next meeting to authorise the 
raising of a loan of £25m. for future build- 
ing work in the Federation. Disposal of the 
money gives some indication of the types of 
building ‘construction to be undertaken: 
Central Electricity Board projects, £5m.; 
housing, £24m.; Malayan Railway, £3m.; 
Kuala, Lumpur sewerage scheme, £14m.; 
Penang Municipality, £2im.; Petaling Jaya 
Authority, £1m.; public works including 
Klang Gates water supply scheme, 
£4,375,000; telecommunications department, 
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£350,000; topographical survey, £600,000; 
other projects, £6m. 

The Singapore City Council plans to scrap 
the St. James power station next year when 
the plant will be sold and the station re- 
designed to take new generating plant. Part 
of the same programme will be the com- 
pletion of the final extension of the Pasir 
Panjang power station. 


Philippines—An £850,000 wallboard 
plant is to be built at Agusan in the Philip- 
pines by the Philippine Wallboard Corpn. 
The plant will produce wallboard from lum- 
ber by-products and it will be the first of its 
kind in the Philippines. The company 
building the factory is a subsidiary of the 
Nasipit Lumbur Co. 


St. Vincent—Lord Brownlow plans to 
build a tourist apartment-house on Young 
Island. Architects are Watkins Gray and 
Pinrs., 19 Grosvenor-pl., SW1. 


ELEVATORS & ESCALATORS 

*Mr. F. W. Sawatzky, the president of 
Ambassador Sales, 531, Marion-street, St. 
Boniface, Manitoba, Canada, would like to 
get in touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of elevators and escalators. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write direct to Mr. Sawatzky, quoting 
prices in Canadian dollars. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting 
ref. ESB/9042/55. 


OPPORTUNITIES IN VENEZUELA 


*“ Economic and Commercial Conditions 
in Venezuela,” by R. S. Scrivener, First 
Secretary (Commercial) to Her Majesty’s 
Embassy, Caracas, recently published by 
the Board of Trade (HMSO, price 3s. 6d.), 
stresses the impossibility of trading with 
Venezuela by post. Venezuela, now the 
largest exporter and second largest producer 
of oil in the world, is a rich country and 
a “buyer’s market.” Last year she bought 
more United Kingdom goods than any other 
Latin-American country. It is the present 
policy of the Venezuelan Government to 
invest the large earnings from oil in the 
expansion of secondary industry, of electric 
power, and of the: roads, railways, water- 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register in- 
formation Service. 
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ways and other communications. Venezuela 
thus offers a large market to UK exporters. 
But, warns the author of the survey: 

“Great care must be taken over the ques- 
tion of agents and representatives. The 
personal touch and personal contacts are 
all-important in Venezuela, as are good con- 
nections in the interior of the country, and, 
above all, the desire to work hard—a very 
necessary quality in this buyer’s market. 
Moreover, an agent must, of course, be in 
a position to safeguard the financial interests 
of his principals, and the principals, in turn, 
should be willing to support their agent 
by supplying goods strictly to sample or 
as ordered, by ensuring that deliveries are 
in accordance with undertakings, by assist- 
ing the agent in publicity and the supply 
of advertising material, and, finally, by 
understanding the problems inherent in a 
high-cost economy. Caracas businessmen 
maintain that too little attention has been 
paid to these matters in the past, that too 
many catalogues supplied by UK firms are 
printed in English, that quotations are 
often in pounds sterling per ton, and, in 
general, that very little has been done to 
accommodate the wishes of this rapidly 
expanding market. 

“Visits by members or executives of UK 
firms are also of major importance, and 
in many cases essential. One cannot trade 
with Venezuela by post, and a visitor from 
the UK with an agreeable personality and, 
where possible, a knowledge of Spanish, 
can change the prospects of a firm over- 


night.” 
Venezuela’s requirements, the survey. 
points out, are manifold, but particular 


attention should be paid to the supply of 
capital equipment, especially electrification 
and transport materials. The following is 
a condensed list of some of the commodities 
for which Venezuela offers a market: Agri- 
cultural equipment; chemicals; electric 
generating equipment; iron and _ steel; 
minerals, glass and ceramics; motor vehicles; 
and timber, paper and cardboard. 


NATO CONSTRUCTION 


FURTHER CONSTRUCTION work is required 
by NATO in Western European countries. It 
is reported from Paris that a building is to 
be constructed at a cost of £2m. to serve 
as a permanent headquarters for NATO. 
The building envisaged will be six-storeys 
high made of fireproofed steel frame con- 
struction with artificial cut stone facing. 
There will be a basement garage providing 
parking accommodation for more than 400 
vehicles. Much of the work will be open 
to tender. The building is to house the 
main council chamber, a number of smaller 
committee rooms, and approximately 900 
offices. 

Bids for the superstructure of the building 
are expected to be issued around October 
and construction is scheduled to commence 
at the beginning of February, next year. The 
construction of the complete building is to 
take two years. Details are available from 
NATO Headquarters, Palais de Chaillot, 
Paris 16e. 

In the Netherlands announcements have 
been made regarding future construction of 
roads and airfield buildings at a cost of 
£271,000. Tenders will be invited for con- 
struction of internal roads and building of 
three stores, a motor vehicle maintenance 
shop, and a parachute building. 
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Housing Progress 


N the first quarter of this year 8,142 new 

houses were completed in Scotland. This 
compares with the record total of 9,519 com- 
pletions in the same period last year, 9,160 
in 1953, and 6,497 in 1952. Under the 
post-war housing programme 231,115 new 
permanent houses (and 32,176 temporary 
houses) have been built in Scotland. 

Published on May 5 was the quarterly 
Housing Return of the Department of 
Health for Scotland (HMSO, price 9d.). The 
form of the return has been considerably 
revised for the first time since the war. Out- 
of-date material like the table on rebuilding 
of war-destroyed houses has been removed, 
and the other material has been recast so 
as to make comparisons of progress easier. 
New tables show each stage of housing pro- 
gress according to the agency which builds 
the houses. Others give figures for con- 
versions, adaptations and for works of 
improvement. As before, there are tables 
showing completions by each individual 
local authority since January 1, 1945. 

Of the houses completed in Scotland 
under the post-war housing programme, 
176,567 have been built by local authorities, 
30,724 by the Scottish Special Housing Asso- 
ciation and 14,642 by private owners. The 
New Towns have built 3,883 new houses. 

The return shows that at the end of March 
this year the number of houses under con- 
struction was 36,062 compared with 37,727 
at the end of December and 39,651 at the 
same time last year. 

, Since 1945, 7,472 houses have been con- 
verted or adapted without any Exchequer 
assistance. Since 1950, when grant became 
available, 371 houses have been converted 
or adapted with Exchequer assistance. In 





the same period there have been 4,059 grant- ° 


aided improvements. Nearly all of these 
have been carried out by private owners. 


Quality of New Houses 


Mr. J. R. WATHERSTON, Lord Dean of 
Guild, referred to complaints about new 
houses, when he gave his annual report to the 
Incorporation of the Brethren of the Guildry 
of the City of Edinburgh on May 2. He 
recalled that last year he mentioned that the 
members of the court were perturbed about 
certain features in the houses being spon- 
sored by the local authorities, and, as a 
result of his remarks, he was asked to visit 
certain schemes. 

Mr. Watherstone added: “‘ The Court are 
fully aware of the need for more houses, 
but I have heard numerous complaints from 
occupants of new houses. One must 
remember that the modern subsidised house 
is being built with borrowed money so I 
think that the houses ought to be such that 
they are a pleasure to live in and not cost 
a lot to maintain.” 

Mr. Watherstone reported that the value 
of building work submitted to the court last 
year was £6,999,277—an increase of about 
£75,000 on the previous year. Of this total, 
£3,419,213 was in respect of new houses, of 
which there were 1,374 self-contained and 
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609 tenements. The court granted 75 war- 
rants, with a value of £1,009,000, for public, 
industrial, and other buildings, and the value 
of additions and alterations was £2,199,008. 

It was a cause of satisfaction, said Mr. 
Watherstone, that the various categories into 
which the grand total had been divided were 
keeping comparatively stable, and not chang- 
ing for better or worse with the abandon- 
ment of building licence control. 

He also stated that it was interesting to 
note the number of important alterations io 
which Princes-street was being subjected, 
and also to note the prevailing influence of 
the big multiple store on the commercial 
economy. The Planning Committee of the 
Corporation and the Dean of Guild Court 
were keeping a watchful eye on the Princes- 
street developments, and a small advisory 
panel was being appointed. 


Paisley Building 

THE AMOUNT of building work undertaken 
in Paisley last year was a record for the 
town, it was reported on May 4 at Paisley 
Dean of Guild Court. The total value 
amounted to £2,430,368, an increase of 
£581,738 over the previous year. Major 
building work accounted for £2,383,389, an 
increase of £575,936, and minor warrants for 
£46,979, an increase of £5,802. Expenditure 
on housing by the local authority and the 
Scottish Special Housing Association rose by 
£256,490 to £1,601,931, and on private hous- 
ing by £37,725 to £65,100. 


East Kilbride Achievement 


THE East Kilbride Development Corpora- 
tion announce that they have completed 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
FROLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised bythe Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 ‘wy 
a. & 

Ist 25 44 0 

2ad 334 58 8 

as ee 

4th $e > ba 

Sth ee 715 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of 
probationary period) a ne va 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ae 











2,908 houses, a total which they say has 
been exceeded only by the large cities and 
a few counties in Scotland since 1948. There 
are 1,533 houses under construction, or about 
to be constructed, making an aggregate of 
4,441 houses occupied or about to be 
occupied. The corporation are planning 
to build a further 1,000 houses this year. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Dunbartonshire.—Plans have been “ approved for 
extensions to the Drumchapel Parish Church of 
Scotland, at Garscadden-rd. Architects: Ross & 
Lindsay (F&A), 79, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Corporation has under consideration a 
scheme of buildings for the BBC at Queen Margaret- 
dr., Hillhead, presented by Macgregor, Donald & 
Co., 172 St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. _ 

Glasgow.—Corpn. have acquired a site at Crooks- 
ton-rd., Crookston, for a special school. : 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own engineers 
have been approved for motor showrooms, new 
garage workshops, offices, petrol station, etc., at 
Clarkston-rd., Cathcart, for James Laird, Ltd., 
Muirend, Glasgow. ; ) 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own engineers 
have been approved for new buildings at 95 to 105 
Finnieston-st., Anderston, for Simms Motor Units, 
Ltd., Old-la., East Finchley, London, N2. Q 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for alterations 
and additions for the Govancroft Potteries, Ltd., at 
London-rd., Tollcross. Architects: James Taylor 
Thomson, MacCrae & Saunders (F&A), 212, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. . : 

Glasgow.—Plans poeneaet by their own architects 
have been approved for new buildings at Cumber- 
nauld-rd., Millerston, for Thomson Caravans, Ltd., 
Carronshore-rd., Carron, Falkirk. | Y 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own engineers 
have been approved for scheme of recons 
and additions at Millbrae-rd., Langside, by the 
Battlefield Motor Services Co., Ltd.. 15 Lochleven- 
td., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for garage 
for Messrs. Benjamine Macguire at Hawthorn-st., 
Balmere-rd., Springburn, these being by the Cor- 
poration Architectural and Planning t., Housing 
Offices, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow. | 

lasgow.—Plans have been approved for Univer- 
sity of Glasgow for work at University-ave. Archi- 
tects: Gillespie, Kidd & Coia, Wellington-chmbrs., 
Waterloo-st., Glasgow. ‘ 

Glasgow.—Plans have been. approved for Milady 
Outfitters, Ltd., St. Vincent-st., for alterations and 
additions at Byars-rd., Partick. Architect: Baron 
Bercott (F), 118 Blythswood-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans have been prepared for a 
scheme of alterations and additions at the King’s 
Theatre Playhouse, _ West Blackhall-st./Grey-pl. 
Architect: Lennox B. Paterson (A), 147 West Regent- 
st., Blythswood, Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans have been approved for altera- 
tions and additions for British Linen > at 
William-st. and  Cathcart-sq. Architect: Charles 
Davidson (F), 27 High-st., Paisley. 

ilmarnock.—Plans have been approved for 
scheme of 550 houses at the Grange Farm Devel 
ment district. Architect: N. S. Sutherland E 
Quantity Surveyor: W. . MacColl, Master of 
Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Kilmarnock, 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for Coat- 
bridge Co-operative Soc., Ltd., for new buildings at 
Muiryhill-st. Architects: James Davidson & Son, 
9 Academy-st., Coatbridge. 


Uddingston.—Lanarkshire CC has had _ plans 
approved for new Catholic prim. sch. at indle- 
knowe-rd. Architect: William R. Watt (F), County 


Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 
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FUTURE 


THE BUILDER 


CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (T) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MAY 18. 

*ftLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations, Naburn 
Hospital, York. A to the Board, Park-par., Harro- 
gate.. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 19. 
*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—New dental out- 


patient dept., Sunderland General Hosp. Secretary, 
‘Dunira,’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 2. 
MAY 20. 

*tEast Suffolk CC.—Extensions, Lowestoft 
Grammar School. County A, Ipswich. Tenders by 
Sune 17. 

_ MAY 21, 

*{Essex CC.—Clinic, Loughton. County A, 

Chelmsford. 


*t West Riding CC.—Classroom and common room, 
Castleford Whitwood mining and technical institute. 
Divisional A, ‘‘ Bishopgarth,’’ Westfield-rd., Wake- 
field. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 20. 

: MAY 23. 

*+Bristol EC.—Adaptations to Merrywood Gram- 
mar School for Boys. Imrie, Porter and Wakefield, 
a 18 Orchard-st. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
une ° 

*tDunstable BC.—98 houses and flats, Downside 
estate. BS. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 15. 

*Leyland UDC.—Temporary wooden building. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 25. 
, {Hythe BC.—12 houses, Horn-st. site. BS. Dep. 
2 2s 


*Welton RDC.—Four houses, Ingham. Wm. 
Saunders & Ptnrs., architects, 24, Castle Gate, 
Newark-on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 


MAY 27. 

*}East Suffolk CC.—Police house at Woodbridge, 
Debenham and Kirton. County A, Ipswich. Dep. 
£2 2s. each. Tenders by June 17. 

*tHornsey BC.—Seven houses and 6 garages, Quern- 
more-rd., N4. BE&S. Tenders by June 27. 

MAY 28. 

*Cwmbran UDC.—32 houses. V. G. Powell, archi- 

tect, Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 


; MAY 30. 
*Middleton BC.—36 flats and 68. houses, Hollin 
estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 31. 
*Epsom and Ewell BC.—Convenience, King 
bg ae Field, Poole-rd., West Ewell. BE&S. Dep. 


3 
*Gosport BC.—Conveniences, Nobes-ave., Bridge- 
mary. BE. Dep. £1 Is. 
JUNE 1. 
*Ealing BC.—Pavilion, Lammas Park enclosure, 
cane, 994, pdditions to Perivale Park golf pavilion. 


: p. £2. 
*Walsall CBC.—82 houses, Mossley estate. BE&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
*Warminster UDC.—24 houses, Boreham Field and 
Queensway estates. Snailum, Huggins and Le Fevre, 
architects, 18, Brock-st., Bath. Dep. £2 2s, 


JUNE 2. 
_ *Chesterfield .RDC-—117 houses and 8 bungalows, 
in five groups. S: Dep. £2 2s. each group. 
Cleethorpes BC.—Two three-storey blocks of flats 
g —_— Hill housing site No. 6. BE&S. Dep. 
Ss 


*Glasgow Corp.—30 flats at Wedderlea-dr.; 6 flats 
at Cairn-st.; 6 flats at Closeburn-st. Architectural 
and Planning Dept., 20, Trongate, Glasgow, Cl. 

*Worcester City C.—30 houses, Warndon site. City 
E, 22, Bridge-st. Dep. £3 3s. 


JUNE 3. 
*Barnes BC.—16_ flats, Mortlake High-st., SW14. 


*Sntton and Cheam’ BC.—Greenhouses, Cheam 


Park. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
ames and Melcombe Regis BC.—15 houses, 
Chapelhay. BE&S, 6,.Pulteney-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 4. : 
“Skegness UDC.—16 houses, Sundial estate. E&S. 


Dep: £2 2s. 
JUNE 6. 
*Rowley Regis BC.—34 houses, Tividale Hall estate. 
Architect, Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Woking UDC.—Six shops with maisonettes over 
od Pairs of houses, Maybury estate. E&S. Dep. 
2:23) 


JUNE 8 
*Dover BC.—24 houses, etc., Aycliffe estate. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 9. 
*Harrow BC.—Sports pavilion, Newton Farm play- 
ing field, South Harrow. BE&S. Dep. £2. 
JUNE 10. 
*Letchworth UDC.—20 houses and 22 garages, 
Northfields, and 27 houses, Northfields Grange 


estate. 
JUNE 14. 

*East Riding CC.—Headmaster’s house and care- 
taker’s house, Molescroft secondary school, Beverley. 
County A, Beverley. Dep. £2. 

*East Riding CC.—Houses for headmaster, etc., at 
County Secondary Schools, Driffield. County A, 
Beverley. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 18. 

*Yeovil BC.—Convenience, Corn Exchange. BS. 

Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 8. 
*Bournemouth CBC.—New Winton and Moordown 
Girls’ Secondary School, Boundary-rd. Boro’ A. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
NO DATE. 
*Croydon CBC.—19 dwellings, Wilford-rd./Forster 
rd. redevelopment area. BE. 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
MAY 16. 


Riding CC.—Painting, Yorkshire Institute 
County A, ‘‘ Bishop- 


*t West 
of Agriculture, Askham Bryan. 


garth,’’ Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £1. Tenders 
by June 6. 
MAY 18. : 
*+West Sussex CC.—Improvements to sanitary 


accommodation at four schools. County A, Chiches- 


ter. 
MAY 20. : 
*Shrewsbury BC.—External painting, 501 houses 


and 2 shops. 
MAY 23. 

*West Riding CC.—Repairs, etc., roadway, etc., 
Thrybergh secondary school. Divisional A, ‘‘ Bishop- 
garth,”’ Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £1 

MAY 27. s 

*Southport CBC.—Timber windows and installation 

of electric lighting and heating to 107 dwellings, Site 
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Boro’ A & TP 


16, Radnor-drive housing estate. e 
Dep. £1 1s. each. 


Officer’s Dept., 99/105 Lord-st. 


JUNE 1. 
*Ampthill RDC.—External painting 174 houses. 
ES, 12, Dunstable-st. 
_ JUNE 4. 
*Welwyn Garden City UDC.—External painting 100 
prefabricated bungalows. Housing Manager. 
JUNE 8. 
*Walthamstow BC.—Alterations and additions in 
connection with conversion of heating and hot water 
system to oil fuel, Town Hall, Forest-rd. Boro’ AE&S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 10. 

*St. Albans City C.—External painting 259 houses, 
100 temporary bungalows and 4 flats. City E&S., 16, 
St. Peter’s-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 16. 

*Watford BC.—Lighting improvements, 
town hall. BE&S. Dep. £5 5s. 

NO DATE. 

*Exminster Hospital, nr. Exeter, Deven.—Repairs 
to boiler house chimney. Deputy Sec. 

*Forestry Commission.—External painting 33 houses 
near Brandon, Suffolk. Forestry Commission, Brook- 
lands-ave., Cambridge. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


offices, 


MAY 21. 
*jEssex CC.—Alterations, lavatories and new 
sewage disposal, Rayne County primary school. 


County A, Chelmsford. 


MAY 24. 
*Beds EC.—Re-surfacing school 
County A, Bedford. 


playgrounds. 


MAY 31. 

Brighouse BC.—Retread surfacing, 1955/56, total 

area approx. 20,500 sq. yds. BE. Dep. £1. 
Brighouse BC.—Reconstruction of 800 lin. yds. 





of Bradford/Huddersfield-rd. BE. Dep. £1 
JUNE 1. } 

Brigg UDC.—950 yds. of concrete pipe sewer, etc., 
at Grammar School-rd., Brigg. John aiste & 
Ptnrs., 4 Queen-sq., Woodhouse-la.. Leeds 2, con- 
sulting engnrs. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 3. 


Bexley BC.—Construction of road from Damson- 
la. to Wendover-way. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


concrete 


JUNE 6. | 
Leicester City C.—Construction of 
Dep. 


carriageways, New Parks estate. City S 
£1 Is. 

Southgate BC.—Provision of bitumen macadam 
wearing courses, etc., to various roads. BE&S. 
Dep. £2 


JUNE 9. 

Gainsboro’ RDC.—5,000 yds. of concrete tube 
sewer; 700 yds. of spun-iron rising mains; man- 
holes, 2 ejector stns., and sewage disposal works at 
Lea. John H. Haiste & Ptnrs., 4, Queen-sq., Wood- 
house-la., Leeds. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 11. 

Wednesbury BC.—Reclamation of land at Hydes- 
rd. playing fields, including about 10,000 cu. yds. of 
excavation. BE. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 1. 

Portslade and Southwick Outfall Sewerage Board. 
—Construction of sea outfall sewer, contract No. 3, 
Shoreham Harbour sewerage works. Lemon & 
Blizard, consulting E, 59 Tufton-st., Westminster, 
SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Housrs.—The acquisition, clearance 
and partial redevelopment of about 34 acres of land 
in the Falcon-terr. areas, at an estimated cest of 
£55,000, has been proposed by LCC Hsg. Com. 
About’ 114 dwellings could be provided on the site. 

Bermondsey.—REDEVELOPMENT.—About two acres 
of land comprising the Bevington-st.- areas are unfit 
for human habitation and are recommended by LC 
Hsg. Com. for acquisition, clearance and partial 
redevelopment, at an estimated_cost of £16,000. 

Camberwell.—CLEARANCE.—LCC Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition, clearance and partial, redevelop- 
ment of about 14 acres of land consisting of the 
Bridson-st? area; at an estimated cost £37.000. 
The land is zoned for residential use, and LCC Hsg. 
Com. are to consider proposals for its development 
in due course. Lis; 

Camberwell.REDEVELOPMENT.—The _ acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment for housing 
purposes of the Wyndham-rd. (Nos. 1 and 2).areas 
has been proposed by LCC Hsg. Com. The lands 
comprise about 1+ —_ and about 65. dwellings 
could be erected on the site. ° 

Hackney.—Saitinc CentRE.—LCC H. Ed. Com. 
recommend that the proposed erection of buildings 
for the establishment of a boating and sailing centre 
for the Thames Youth Venture Advisory Council on 
a site in Springfield Park, at an estimated cost of 
£7,000, be approved. 

emacs. — REDEVELOPMENT. — LCC Hsg. 
Com. recommend ‘the acquisition, clearance and 
partial rédevelopment of the Glenthorne-rd. areas, 
comprising about one acre, at an estimated cost of 
£10,600. The area is zoned for residential develop- 
ment. 
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Islington.—SiTE REDEVELOPMENT.—The acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment of the Bemerton- 
st. areas, at an estimated cost of £28,900, has been 
recommended by LCC Hsg. Com. The gross area of 
the site is about 1} acres. 

Lambeth.—HousinGc.—The development for housing 
purposes of the Old Paradise-st. site has been recom- 
mended for approval by LCC Hsg Com. The 
estimated cost of the proposals is £70,640. 

Lewisham.—FLATs, MAISONETTES AND SHOPS.— 
Revised proposals have been recommended for BC’s 
approval by Hsg. Com. for the development of the 
Lee Church-st. clearance area and adjoining lands. 
They provide for the erection of 31 flats, 89 maison- 
ettes, 49 houses and four lock-up shops. 

Paddington.—SITE AcQu 
mended to acquire a 12-acre site at Porchester- “Sq... 
at an estimated cost of £350,000, from the Church 
Commissioners for England, for rehabilitation 
purposes. 

Paddington.—DEvELOPMENT.—LCC approval _is 
recommended by LCC Hsg. Com. to proposals for 
the acquisition of about 12 acres of land in two sites 
at Maida Vale from the Church Commissioners for 
England, at a cost of £202,000. It is,estimated that 
on redevelopment about 470 dwellings could be 
provided. 

Southwark.—SitE ACQUISITION.—Proposals have 
been made by LCC Hsg. Com. for the acquisition, 
clearance and _ partial redevelopment of the 
Hurlbutt-pl. area and adjoining land for residential 
purposes. 

Stepney.—Hovusinc.—LCC Hsg. Com. recommend 
the development for housing purposes of the St. 
Vincent estate extension, at an estimated cost of 
£84,560 





(PROVINCIAL) 


Abram.—Trustees of Mission Church of Good 
Shepherd, Lily-la.. Bamfurlong, propose reconstruc- 
tion of existing Sunday Sch. 

Accrington.—TC approved plans for extensions at 
Stevenson-st. East and Fountain-st. for Howard & 
Bullough, Ltd. 

Alawick.—RDC approved layout plans for six 
bungalows for aged persons and 33 houses at Togston 
with provision for private houses and garages. 
Council A, Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs. 

Anglesey.—EC to invite tenders for erection of 
Llanfawr Cty. Prim. Sch. 

Blackburn.—GPO propose erection of new seven- 
story telephone exchange on site bounded by Jubilee- 
st and Dandy-walk. 

Border (Cumb.).—RDC propose erection of 60 
houses at Blackwell. 

Brierley Hill.—TC propose construction of new 
public baths behind Cottage-st., to sell site at junc- 
tion High-st./Standhills-rd., Kingswinford, to CC for 
erection of new clinic. 

Brighouse.—BC approved plans: extension to shop 
premises at 15, Commercial-st. for William Timpson, 
Ltd.; extension at Owler Ings Mill for George Turner 
& Co., Ltd.; 10 houses at Pinnar-la., Southowram, 
for B. T. Thompson. 

Bristol.—A large portion of the blitzed area in the 
centre of the city has been acquired by Jacey Develop- 
ment Co., Ltd., and is to be developed by W : 
Watkins, Gray, FF.RIBA, and Partners, architects, 
London and Bristol. 

Bromsgrove.—UDC propose erection of block of six 
shops at Charford estate. 

Bury.—EC propose completion of technical college 
building.—Licensing justices approved plats for ex- 
tensions to ‘‘ Arthur Inn,’’ Bolton-rd., for Bury 
Brewery Co., Ltd. 

Buxton.—TC approved plans for 22 houses at 
Burlow-rd., Harpur Hill, for T. F. Bentley. 

Carlisle.-—EC to spend £10,000 on improvements to 
various schools. Most work likely to be done by 
direct labour. City E. L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st. 

Carnforth.—Lancs EC propose erection of new cty. 
sec. sch. in 1956/7 programme. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith.— Derbys. EC preparing working 
drawings for proposed extensions at sec. mod. sch 

Chesterfield.—TC approved plans: erection of new 
licensed premises on Calow estate for William Stones, 
Ltd. Architects. Wigfull. Inott and Ridgeway, 13, St. 
James-row, Sheffield. 

Chester-le-Street.—RDC propose 334 houses at 
Barley Mow, Birtley. Council’s A, F. Bowman. 

Daventry.—RDC approved development of private 
housing estate at Lilbourne, by Unity Construction 
Co., Ltd. 

Drayton.—RDC approved layout for 40 permanent 
houses at Manorfields site, Childs Ercall. 

Durham.—County Ed. Com. approved new prim. 
sch. programme for next year, cost £3}m. Plans by 
County A.—County Ed. Com. received approval to 
estimate £146,600 for erection of sec. mod. sch. at 
Bellingham. Plans by County A, G. R. Clayton, 
Court-la. 

Duerham.—CC plan community 
£10,000 on Leam-la. housing unit. County A 
Clayton, Court-lan—RDC seek loan sanction for 
£148,543 for 62 houses at West Rainton, 30 at Kelloe. 
ten at Framwellgate Moor and six at Quarrington 
Hill. Surveyor, K. G. Miller, Byland Lodge, 
Durham. Council has own direct labour organisation. 

Gateshead.—Authorities confirmed licence granted 
to J. Deuchar, Ltd., Eldon-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
for proposed new PH in Park-rd., to be known as 
“* Old Fold Tavern.” A, Mauchlen. Weightman and 
Elphick, Saville-row, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Gateshead.—TC to proceed with building of 17 
houses in blocks at Wrekenton. Plans by BS.—TC to 
proceed with constructional work at Youth Sports 
Stadium by contract, and with building of dressing 


centre costing 
R. 


THE BUILDER 


Plans by BS.—EC 
est. cost, 
Plans by 


accommodation by direct labour. 
to go ahead with plans for nursery school, 
£10,000, to replace one at Bensham-gr. 
BS, G. S. Winter. 

Hetton-le-Hole.—UDC, Durham, approved scheme 
to build communal hall in grounds of Hetton Rectory. 
Plans by S. 

Heywood.—TC received approval for erection of 
14 houses at Peel-la. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Directors of Mercantile Dry Dock 
= Ltd., considering construction of another dry 

ock. 

Liverpool.—TC approved erection of eight shops 
with flats over and public hall on Deysbrook-la. estate. 

Llangefni.—Denis Ferranti Meters, Ltd., Oldham, 
Propose erection of large new factory. Architects, 
T. Alwyn Lloyd & Gordon, 6, Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. 

Lianidloes.—Trustees of New Chapel Baptist Church 
propose rebuilding of church premises recently 
destroyed by fire. Work to commence early this 
summer. 

Lytham St. Anmnes.—BC approved plans: #ight 
houses at Birkdale-ave. and Dawson-rd. for P. S. 
Uppley, Ltd.; erection of bungalows and houses at 
agg Park estate for Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., 

td. 

Macclesfield.—TC approved plans, 
at Ryles Park-rd. for Harry Turner Trust. Architects, 
Cecil Howitt & Ptnrs., St. Andrew’s House, Mans- 
field-rd., Nottingham. —New petrol station and garage 
at London-rd. for J. Whitmore. Architect, Percy 
Wright, 5, Jordangate, Macclesfield.—New institute 
building at Chelford-rd. for Broken Cross Institute. 
Architect,.Percy Wright. 

Manchester.—TC appointed Trussed Concrete Steel 
Co., Ltd., Old Trafford, as consultants for r.c. work 
of proposed Wythenshawe Swimming Baths.—Propose 
erection of transport canteen at Chorlton Gram. Sch. 
Playing Fields, Princess-rd., West Didsbury.—Evans 
Bellhouse, Ltd., propose timber-drying shed to saw 
mill at Reliance-st. and High-st., Newton Heath. 
Architects, Cruickshank & Seward, 196, Deansgate. 
Manchester.—TC approved conversion of Ancoats Old 
Hall, Every-st. and Great Ancoats-st., Manchester, as 
licensed club with accommodation for residents care- 
taker for British a Commission. Plans by 
District Estate Office. Hunts Bank, Manchester.— 
Fielden Electronics, +3 propose extensions to fac- 
tory at Paston-rd., Northenden. Architects, Francis 
Jones & Son, 178, *Oxford-rd., Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.—Middleton & Co., Ltd., wholesale 
chemists, Boundary-rd., to construct warehouse, offices 
and showroom in Cannon-st. W. G. Thomas & Co., 
Whitehouse Garage, North Ormesby, to erect garage 
and offices. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—C. A. Parsons & Co., Ltd., 
Shields-rd., in association with seven other firms. 
forming new corporation with £1m. capital to build 
nuclear energy plant in Shields-rd.—Additions pro- 
posed to research laboratories and design and pro- 
ductive facilities at optical works of Sir Howard Grubb 
Parsons & Co., Ltd.—City C to place contract for 
construction of steel open shed at cattle market. 
Plans by City Estate and Property S. W. Hand, Town 
Hall.—Tenders not vet obtained for proposed re- 
building of ‘‘ Rock Hotel,’’ Cambridge-st.. for John 

Reid & Sons. A, S. Errington. 46, Grainger-st. 
Contracts still undecided for building new hotel in 
Redhall-dr. for J. Deuchar, Ltd. A, Marshall and 
Tweedy, 36, Blackett-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans by Dryden and Shaw, 
Market-st.. for extensions to West-rd. garage for 
W. H. Self been approved.—J. Moffatt, Cheviot View, 


nine almshouses 


Ponteland, architect for 12 houses and garages in 
Benwell-la.. Newcastle. for R. Ramsay.—Dryden & 
Shaw, Market-st.. architects for ten houses and 


garages at Silver Fennen, for M. Grady.—Six houses 
and garages to be built at Fenham-dr. by A. Craigie 
& Son. A. S. Ash. 12, Elgy-rd.. Gosforth. 

Northampton.—TC approved alterations to premises 
at The Drapery for Admitt Bros., Ltd. 
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North Riding. og appointed Barrett, Son & Pinrs,, 
50, Pall Mall, QS for proposed Skelt ton ang 
Brotton Nas Mou. ‘hear aos" Pred West, , Coney. 
st., Yor een appointed or proposed’ } 
Cty. Mod. Sch Maltoe 

Northwich.—RDC Propose erection of new shops 
at Meadow-dr. estate. 

Oldham.—BC to acquire site at Bardsley for erec. 
tion of houses. 

Penrith.—Welfare sy for old people Proposed near 


Elm-ter., Penrith, 7 Lancaster, High Heskett, 

Preston.—New pathological laboratories at Preston 
Royal Infirmary for Manchester Reg. — D. Board. 
Architects, Lillie and Kirkham, 25, inckley.q, 





Preston.—TC_ received Min. Hin M for slum. 
clearance scheme of 209 properties in Pleasant-st. and 
Brunswick-st. areas. 

Rochdale.—EC to seek Min. approval for ney 
centre of FE.—Propose erection of dressing and toilet 
accommodation at Boundary-st. end of Stoneyfield, 

Sheffield.—Reg. Hosp. Board appointed Saxon, Snel} 
and Philips, 9, Bentinck-st., Manchester-sq., W1, as 
architects for post-operative and casualty recovery 
room _at Chesterfield Royal Hosp. Appointed follow. 


ing QS, Messrs. Gleeds, St. James-st., Derby, for 
adaptation of outpatients’ department, at Derbys, 
Women’s Hosp. S. A. Paine & Ptnrs., 2, New-court, 
Carey-st., Lincoln’s Inn, WC2, for extensions to 
laundry at Mandor Hosp., Derby.; E. S. Rose & 
Cooper, 27, Byway-rd., Bristol, for pathological 
laboratory at Leicester Royal Infirmary.—Appointe¢ 


J. Simmons & Son, 5, Regent-ter., South-parade, 
Doncaster, as land surveyor for development of Don. 
caster Royal Infirmary. 

Shipley.—UDC to invite tenders for erection of 
shops and maisonettes at Coach-rd. estate. 

Southport.—Liverpool Reg. Hosp. Board propose 
adaptation of Hesketh Park Hydro as convalescent 
hosp., £83,000 est. 

South Shields.—EC approved preliminary plans for 
proposed Mortimer Cty. Sec. Sch. at Binkburn. A, 
T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st.—J. H. Morton 
& Son, Martins Bank-chbrs., Fowler-st.. preparing 
plans for RC presbytery at Horsley Hill-sq. —Quanti- 


ties to be prepared for construction of proposed 
Cleadon Park Open-Air Sch. for EC. A, R. Collins, 
Russell-bldgs., King-st., and QS, J. S. Glover, 13, 


Winchester-st. 

South Shields.—TC approved erection in Church 
way of three-storey block to include six shops, public 
library and store. Plans by BE, J. Reid.—Five-acre 
site on Whiteleas estate being reserved for erection 
of county college. 

Stalybridge.—BC propose erection of 30/40 age¢ 
persons’ bungalows at top of Springs-la. 

Ulverston.—Diocese of Carlisle propose erection of 


sec. mod. sch. near Leadless Cross, Cartnel. Archi 
tect. C. Martindale, Cathedral-chbrs., Castle-st., 
Carlisle. 

Thornaby-on-Tees. — G. Randall,  Wilson-st., 
Thornaby, seek site for light engineering business, 


TC approved plans by County A, County Hall, 
Northallerton, for proposed old people’s home it 
Thorntree-rd. BE, J. L. Watson. 

Wallsend.—TC seek loan sanction £67,992 for erec- 
tion of 54 flats with roads and sewers at Low Willing- 
ton and £14,994 for 11 houses with roads and sewers 
at Whitby Gardens. Teasdale, BE. 

Walsall.—TC approved layout for erection of #4 


bungalows and ten houses at Reservoir-st. and Wood- 
wards-rd. for Alumwell-rd. estate. . ; 
Weardale.—RDC approved plans by their archi- 


tect, J. Lawton, Galgate, Barnard Castle, for 16 
houses. 

West Bromwich.—BC appointed Reynolds & Young, 
191, Corporation-st.. Birmingham, as QS, and Hoare, 
Lea and Ptnrs., Wilton House, 23, St. James-d,, 
Edgbaston, as heating consultants for erection of new 
home for aged at Yew Tree estate. 

Whitley Bay.—TC approved plans by BS, £ 
Roberts. for 50 houses at Earsden Grange. 

Wrexham.—Denbighshire CC propose conversion 
of Wrens Nest, Rhesddu-rd., as aged persons’ home, 

£20,800 est. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted 

i Denotes provisionally accepted, 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depa 
ments. 


Ayr.—Three-storey flats (72 dwellings in all) for 
Corpn. Architect, Thomas O’Brien, FRIBA, Musi 
cipal-bldgs., High-st., The Sandgate, Ayr: *Wei 
—* Corpn., Ltd., Calder-st., Whifflet, Coth 
ridge d 
Banstead.—Shawley-way. Epsom Downs, erection of 
86 houses and flats for C:— 

*Joseph Cartwright, Ltd., 9, Streatham High-rd., 
SWI16. £139.449; Carlton Contractors, Ltd., Eltham, 
£144,016: Token Construction Co., td, Wh, 
£146,379; M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., £149,490; : 
Durtnell & Sons, Ltd., Westerham, Kent, £149,998 
Poolman (Builders), Ltd., NW9, £151,747; _ 5. 
Budge & Co., E13, £153,274; Greenaway & Som 
Ltd.. SE22, £154,476; The Bunting Construction o. 
Ltd.. SW2, £166,977; R. H. Lynn & Co, Ltd 
£179,148. he 

Barnard Castle.—28 houses at Evenwood for “ 
RDC. Architect, J. Lawton, ARIBA, 45 Galgaté 
Barnard Castle: *R. C. Williamson, Ltd., Station 
Works, Rowlands Gill, £38,021. Nort 

Barnsley.—Houses for TC at Athersley Ui. 
Estate: (46 and 54) *Gregory Construction Co — 
Huddersfield, £62,399, £75,317; (10) *Arthur _ 
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Ltd., Barnsley, £14,929; (54) at Hunningley-la. site: 
*Bainbridge Builders, Ltd., Doncaster, £69,496. 


Belford.—23 houses at "Bamburgh for the RDC. 

Architect, Kenneth Glover, FRIBA, Blue Gate, 
Beadnell: *R. Carse & Son. Oldgate, Morpeth, 
£38,757. 


Birmingham. —Following for EC: Phase 3 of Shel- 

don Heath Comprehensive School: *C. Bryant & 
Son, Ltd., 65 Whitmore-rd., Birmingham, £128,206. 
Final instalment of Colmers Farm Girls Modern 
School: *Parsons & Morrin, Ltd., 133 Belgrave-rd., 
Birmingham, £113,997. ( 

Blaydon (Co. Durham).—158 houses by private 
enterprise on the Stella Hall Estate: *William Leech, 
Ltd., 2 Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Border. “"s0 houses at Blackwell for the RDC. 
Plans by the Chief Housing Officer, 5 Victoria-pl., 
Carlisle: *Thomas Armstrong, Ltd., Keswick, £91,808. 

Brighouse.-- -68 houses at Rastrick Field-la. site 
for BC: *N. B. Bell & Co., Ltd., Leeds, £85,681. 

Cambridge.—Six houses at Ponder’s Bridge, Cam- 
bridge: (J. and W. Duddington, Ltd., £8,808. 

€arlisle—26 married airmen’s quarters at the RAF 
Station for the = Ministry: *John Laing & Sons, 

-rd., Carlisle. 
Divsrlile. —Bakehouse factory at Harraby for W. G. 
Robertson (Carlisle), Ltd.: “*John Laing & Sons, 
Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 


ter. Office block at Northgate-st. for TC: 
‘lee Warrington & Sons. Ltd., Park-drive, Hoole, 
Le 
5 blocks of flats, 4 houses and 2 bunga- 
lows at Barlborough, for RDC: *E. A. H. A. 


Tomlinson, Ltd., 62 High-st., Beighton, nr. Sheffield. 

Coventry. —New store building and extension to 
offices at Shackleton-rd. for Ritz Engineering Co., 
Ltd.: *C. P. Jones, 6 Latham-rd., Coventry. 

Easington (Co. Durham).—68 houses at Murton 
for the RDC: *Direct labour, £92,323. 

Inverness.—Ist development of the Strathervie 
housing scheme: *A. C. — & Son, Ltd., 
7 Fraser-pl., Inverness, £30,000 

Langport (Som.).—Eight houses and sewerage works 
in Langport. tAlford Bros., Ltd., £14,926. 

Leamington Spa. —Further 102’ houses for BC: 
*Geo, Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £132,182. 

London (W2). Offices for Pearl ‘Assurance Co., 
125, Edgware-rd., W2. Architects, W. J. Lewis & 
Sons, FRIBA, 68, Cranbrook-rd., Ilford, Essex: 
*Frank R. Freeman, Ltd., 13-14, Chapel-st., NWI1. 

Londen (Air Ministry). —Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for the week ended May 7:— 

Building work: R. M. Phillips & Son, Ltd.. Estate- 
yard, Brigg, Lincs; R. G. .Carter, Ltd., Drayton, 
Norwich. Waterproofing work: Macartney, Ltd., 
91. Westsavile-terr., Edinburgh, 9. Resurfacing work: 
Wirksworth Quarries, Ltd., Bank House, 286, 
Pentonville-rd., ‘NI. Artificers’ work: Elsby Bros., 
Sneyd-hill, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent; Sir Alfred 
McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Hooton, Little Sutton, Wirral, 
eg Drabble Construction, Ltd., 44, Aylesbury- 

Bletchley, Bucks; F. B. Thackray & €o., Ltd., 
iseeouik, Huntingdon; Kerridge (Cambridge), 
Ltd., Sturton-st., Cambridge. 

LCC.—Erection at Launcelot-rd. (Lewisham South) 
of Malory school, a county secondary school which 
will have a ten-form entry of boys and ae _- 


Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington . £493,494 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans 489,125 
Rice & Son, Ltd., Lambeth 485,600 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham. . 480,148 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., oolwic as 79,724 
Holloway Bros. (London), — West- 

minster .. 479,144 
Tersons, Ltd., ’ Finchley 473,920 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster 471,684 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham... 464,802 
*Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster. . 461,950 


The comparable estimate of Messrs. Bridgwater and 
Py oe the architects responsible for the scheme, 
is £481,522. 


LCC.—Erection of a day special school at Avenue- 
td. (Hampstead) for 160 physically handicapped pupils 
of primary and secondary school age. Tenders for the 
erection of the school were invited from 12 firms 
on either or both of two bases, basis A providing for 
a fluctuation clause in respect of both wages and 
Materials and basis B providing for a fluctuation 
Clause in respect of wages only. Ten tenders were 


received as follows:— 
J. Jerram, Ltd., East Ham Basis A £75,475 


H. 2.4 Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lam- 
do. A_ 74,934 
Freak Batty & Smith, Ltd., Pad- 

dington > os @0: A 74502 
Catchpole & Co., Ltd., Potters 

Bar, Middx do. A_ 73,906 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., 

Islington .. -- @€@ A F407 
Norman Sinclair, Ltd., Ealing , do. A_ 73,281 
E. A. Roome & Co., Ltd., Hack- 
ney do. A 72,344 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., 

Kensington a2! do. A. Roa 
, . Walkerdine, Ltd., Kensington do. A 69,706 
W. J. Marston & Son., Ltd., 

Fulham : a“ .. do. B 68,243 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., 

Fulham do. 68 243 


The sathheci’s comparable estimates are £70,523 
on basis A and £71,056 on basis B. 

LCC.—Erection of a county secondary school with 
places for about 2,000 boys and girls at Kingswood- 
pore (Camberwell, Dulwich). LCC authorised the 

jt of prices from a single firm for materials 
aching Ge ts _reguired in the construction of the 
b Hi. ock. LCC have decided to accept an offer 
Y Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd., amounting to 
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£90,432 3s. 10d. for the materials and components, 
but, as is usual with the Council’s contracts with this 
firm, special terms of payment should be allowed 
because the Council has the use of storage at the 
firm’s works. 

Tenders were invited from 12 firms for erecting the 
school and for the provision of fixed furniture and 
equipment, sun-blinds and stage lighting which were 
not provided for in the original estimate. Ten 
tenders were received as follows:— 


Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd., Camberwell .. £512,527 
The Demolition & Construction Co., Ltd., 

Westminster 505,769 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., “Tottenham. 494,984 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam . .490,236 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth . 87,232 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth .. 484,967 
The Bunting Construction €oa., Ltd, 

Lambeth ae ie .. 481,901 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 479,026 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup . .. 472,039 
*Lavender McMillan (Contractors), Ltd., 

Worcester Park 455,400 


The architect’s comparable. estimate is £447, 127. 

LCC.—Erection of a county primary school at 
Eliot Bank, Sydenham Hill (Lewisham West). Tenders 
on either or both of two bases for the erection of 
the buildings were invited from ten firms. Under 
basis A the contract would allow for fluctuations in 


wages and costs of materials, and under basis B 
for fluctuations in wages only. Seven tenders were 
received as follows:— 

Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd., Cam- 


berwell Basis B £109,983 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth do. B 109,438 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark do. A 107,956 
J. Lawson & €., Ltd., Acton .. do. B_ 105,582 
J. Garrett & Sons, Ltd., Wands- 

worth do. A_ 104,712 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich do. A 101,583 
*Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wands- 

worth A 99,560 


do. 
The architect’s comparable estimate on basis A 
is £98,573. 

LCC.—Construction at Elmington estate, Camber- 
well, of 20 flats in a five-~ -storey block with a lift, 
together with 24 tenants’ stores:— 


Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd., Camberwell . £49, es 
H. C. Horswill, Ltd., East Ham. 47.945 
Kent (Builders), Ltd., Lewisham. 47,928 


Henry 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 
Cheam ee .. 47,892 


R. Mansell, Ltd., “Croydon ; 47,562 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 46,341 
Rice & Son, Ltd., Lambeth 6,268 
*A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham.. 45,864 


The appointed architects’ 
£42,485. 

LCC.—Construction on the Finchley-rd. (No. 1 
West) site, Hampstead, of 25 flats and 174 
maisonettes in two nine-storey blocks, one six-storey 
block, three four-storey blocks, two four-storey 
blocks, with a three-storey wing and one three-storey 
block. Lifts will be installed in the three highest 
locks. 15 garages, 99 tenants’ stores and four 
children’s playgrounds are included in the develop- 
ment. The rates and prices in the bills of quantities 
for five of the blocks (contract A) will be used to 
value the cost of construction of the rest of the blocks 
(contract B). Ten tenders were received, the amounts 
for contract A being as follows:— 


comparable estimate is 


Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth . £373,132 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood. . 352,366 
Speirs, Ltd., Westminster .. “e 343,343 
J. Gerrard ’& Sons, Ltd., Manchester 342,579 

Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., West- 
minster 333,495 
Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans. .. 328,441 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster. 327,934 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 324,843 
“a & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup 315,830 
. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 315,635 
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The appointed architect's comparable estimate is 
£345,717. On the basis of the prices in the lowest 
tender ped estimated cost of the work in contract B 
is £210,303 

Lcc. na alone at Mayville estate extension, 
Islington, of 28 flats and 18 maisonettes in two four- 
storey blocks, one three-storey block and part of a 


five-storey block, together with 20 tenants’ stores:— 

H. Burgess, Ltd., Westminster .. . £121,458 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston-upon- 

Thames .. 120,609 
—— & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington .. 119,411 

H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 116,313 
} Ban & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone... 115,440 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 113,763 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley 111,166 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham 110,962 
Thomas & Edge, Woolwich. 110,934 
*R. Mansell, Ltd., Croydon .. 109,441 


The appointed architects’ comparable estimate is 


£119,030 


LCC.—Construction of three pedestrian subways 
— the Cromwell-rd. exténsion:— 

A. Farr, Ltd., Westbury, Wiltshire . £62,892 
Ruddock & Meigham, Ltd., Wealdstone, 


Middlesex - 62,621 


Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wandsworth 61,489 
+Fitzpatrick & Son (Contractors), Ltd., 
Poplar 58,268 


The chief engi neer’s comparable estimate is £61,380. 

LCC.—Acquisition and adaptation of Penbury 
Grove, Penn, Buckinghamshire, tor use as a boarding 
special school for 38 children suffering from more 
than one handicap other than deafness. The total 
a cost of adaptation, including fees, etc., was 
£24,210:— 


R. Mansell, Ltd., Croydon £24,547 
Brown and Clark, Ltd., Great Missenden, 

Buckinghamshire 22,874 
J. M. Jones & Sons (Builders), Ltd. . Maiden- 

head oa 22,480 
John Deverill, Ltd., Slough 3 Ks .. 22,302 
E. H. Burgess, Ltd., Westminster .. .. 21,694 
*Janes (Builders), Ltd., Slough , 20,550 

The comparable estimate of Messrs. "Llewellyn 


Smith and Waters, FF.RIB. A, the architects respon- 
sible for the scheme, is £22,500. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Result of tenders 
for Metropolitan Police building works :—External 
painting and internal redecorations, 25-29, Milton-ri., 
Walthamstow, *G. Price & Son, £763. Part internal 
redecorations, 52 flats, Stepney-way, *R. Mansell, 
Ltd., £2,794. External painting, Rochester-row Police 
Station. *J. Appleby & Sen, Ltd., £850. 

London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry of 
Works for week ended April 30:— 

Berkshire: AERE, Harwell, execution of preposed 
work for building 363, *W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., 
Devizes, Wilts; Housing Site, No. 6, Aldermaston, 
erection of 100 traditional houses, roads and services, 
*W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. 
Gloucestershire: British Council, 7, Priory-rd., Bristol, 
alteration for offices and lecture room, *Stone & Co. 
(Bristol), Ltd., 140, Redland-rd, Redland, 
Bristol, 6. London: Custom House, Lower 
Thames-street, EC3. renewal of portico roof 
and ceiling, *John Mowlem & Co. Ltd., 91, 
Ebury Bridge-rd., SW1; Custom House, Lower 
Thames-st., EC3, alterations to rooms Nos. 305, 306, 
307 to form laboratories, *George Barker (Builders), 
Ltd., 48/50, New-rd., Shropshire: Ministry of 
Health, No. 4 Polish Hospital, Iscoyd, alterations 
to patients’ kitchen, *Whitchurch (Salop) Contractors, 
Castle Hill, Whitchurch, Salop. 

London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended April 30:— 

Belfast: miscellaneous, *Guiney & Lee, Belfast. 
Berks: concrete hardstandings, *Francis Bros. 
4 Ltd., Reading. Dorset: civil engineering, 

ls Furneaux, Ltd., Christchurch. Middlesex : 
cladding to huts, *D. T. Edwards & Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don; glazing work, *Faulkner Greene & Co., Ltd., 
London. Nottinghamshire: building work, *J. H. & 
W. E. Ilett, Ltd., Worksop. Surrey: building work, 
*E. J. Logan (Putney), Ltd., London. Wiltshire : 
painting and decorating, *C. A. Hayes & Sons 
(Painting), Ltd., Bristol; painting and decorating, 
ow. Se Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. York- 
shire: *F. Shepherd & Son, Lid., 
York. 

Lytham St. Annes.—Extensions to factory at Dock- 
rd. for Ditchburn Equipment, Ltd.: *R. Fielding & 


building work, 


Sons, Blackpool. 

Manchester.—Houses for TC:—82 at Langley 
Fstate: *Roy & Partners, Ltd., 25 Cross-st., Man- 
chester; 126 houses at Langley Fstate: *A. Locke. 


Ltd.. 166 High-rd., Urmston; 
at the Wythenshawe Estate: *A. Locke, Ltd.; 59 
dwellings at Wythenshawe: *Roy & Partners, Ltd. 
following for TC:—Alterations to form new science 
laboratory at Nicholls County Secondary School: *F. 
Bakewell, Manchester; permanent ice block at 
Northenden Garage: *Direct labour; Stage 2 of 
Openshaw College of Further Education: *W. J. 
Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., Notting- 
ham; steelwork for ditto: *Banister Watton, Ltd., 
Manchester; nursery accommodation at Poundswick 
Primary School: *Integrated Constructions, Ltd., 
London; erection of Broadoak Primary School, East 
Didsbury: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. 
Bolton; erection of new fire station at Wythenshawe: 
*Moston Brick & Buildings Co., Ltd.. Kenyon-la.. 
Collyhurst, Manchester. 
Manchester.—Extensions to St. 
school, Wythenshawe, for RC authorities: 
Brick & Building Co., Ltd., Manchester. 


150 houses and flats 


Anthony’s RC 
*Moston 
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Middlesbrough.—Eight shops and 16 flats on the 
Berwick Hills housing estate for the TC. Boro’ E, 
J. A. Kenyon: *W. J. Emmerson, Trenholme-rd., 
Middlesbrough, £39,799. 
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and garages by 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—44 houses 
*R. Bowey & 


private enterprise at Silver Lonnen: 
Son, Great North-rd., Newcastle. 

Penistone.—20 houses at Shrewsbury-rd. site for 
UDC: *Hey & Miurfin, Summer-la.. Wombwell, 
Yorks, £27,928. 

Regent-street (London, W.).—A large office building 
designed to the requirements of the UK Atomic 
Energy Authority is to be built on a site formerly 
occupied by the Junior United Service Club at the 
corner of Regent-st. and Charles II-st., SW. It will 
have an area of 70,000 sq. ft. with shops on ground 
floor. Associated architects, Mr. L. C. Norton and 
Messrs. Trehearne and Norman, Preston and Partners. 
*Trollope and Colls, Ltd. 

Sedgley.—20 Cornish Unit flats at Summit-pl. for 
UDC: *Joseph Webb & Co., Ltd., Ivey House-la., 
Sedgley. 

Sheffield.—76 houses at Greenhill/Bradway Estate 
for TC: *Bailey & Martyn, Ltd., Bank-st., Shef- 
field, £95,000; extensions at Pinfold-st. for Sheffield 
Poster Advertising Co., Ltd.: *Tom Holmes & Sons, 
Ltd., Bradway, Sheffield. 

Slough —50 ‘dwellings, etc., Cippenham-la. for BC, 
Engineer: E. Gardner Thorp, MICE, Boro.E. 
Quantities by Young and Brown, 104, High Holborn. 
*Wm. Hartley & Sons, Wexham, Slough, £71,682. 

Slough.—398 dwellings at Wexham estate for BC. 
Engineer: E. Gardner Thorp, Boro.E. Quantities by 
Young & Brown, 104, High Holborn. *George 
Wimpey & Co., Hammersmith-grove, WC2. £673,987. 

Stockport. —Erection of family group children’s 
homes at Whitelea-drive and Alvley-cres., Adswood, 
for TC: *F. Williamson, Ltd., 126 Higher Hillgate, 
Stockport, £6,759. 

Surbiton.—Houses in Upper Brighton-rd. and con- 
version in Langley-ave. Architect, W. Sadler, 
FRIBA, 30, Ashcombe-ave., Surbiton, Surrey: 
*Frank R. Freeman, Ltd., 13-14, Chapel-st., NW1. 

Sutton and Cheam.—16 dwellings adjoining The 
Rectory, Cheam, for BC E&S, N. Michell, 
AMICE, MiIMunE. . by Messrs. Arthur J. 
Willis & Thompson, F/FRI 
William Harbrow, Ltd., Seis . £28,098 
David French & Ptnrs., Sutton de > maseel 
Baileys Builders & Contractors, Ltd., 

Malden, Surrey : i 
Chappell Bros., Upper Tooting 
Snelling & Rayment, SW16 2 
M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., Mitcham .. 24,440 
*Joseph Cartwright, Ltd., 9, Streatham High- 

td., SWI16 23,962 

Tynemouth. —39 houses on the Monkstone Estate 
by private enterprise. Architect, A. S. Waring, 36 
Jesmond-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *M. J. Liddell & 
Sons, 36 Great North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Wednesbury. Extensions to factory and offices at 
Holloway Bank for Boucher Giles & Co., Ltd.: *A. J. 
Smith, 39 Pitt-st., West Bromwich. 
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Wellingborough. —Houses at Earls Barton for 
UDC: (4) *Hutchings & Stretton, £5 13945 (2) "F, 
Buckby, £2,729. 

Westbury. —18 houses and 9 flats, 
for UDC. Architects: 
Warminster. Quantities by Edwin T. 
Bristol. *J. T. Parsons & Son, Ltd., 
Westbury, Wilts, £32,098. ¢ Holdoway 
Eden Vale, Westbury, Wilts, £32,64 

West Hartlepool.—114 Tila oad 
TC. Boro’ E, A. G. Sinclair: *C. M. Yuill, Ltd,, 
Villiers-st., West Hartlepool (54); *Taylor & Evans. 
Elwick-rd., West Hartlepool (36); and *W. W 
Brazell, Ltd., Raeburn-st., West Hartlepool (24), 

Weston-super-Mare.—36. dwellings, Coronatio 
estate for BC. Architect: R. H. Gallannaugh, 3 
The Mart, Locking-rd., Weston-super-Mare. Q 
ties by Messrs. Allsebrook, Horsley & Wood, of 
Bristol. *Holtby Dudman, Ltd., Rector’ S-Wa) 
Weston-super-Mare, £51,3 Y, 

Wetvelbtaele. -Ssnantone to 
Dixon-st., for J. B. Machine Tool Ce., 
linson Bros., Ltd., Bilston-st., Sedgley: 
at Wednesfield site No. 3 for BC: *Bi shop Burns 
& Co., 28 Benson-ave., Goldthorn Park, Wolver. 
hampton, £112,741. 
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